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CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


New high for weekly positivity 


"7 18% AS state’s cases surge, hospitals brace for omicron cut over recent months as the _ beginning to affect us right now,” 
fl 


oT _ os : “ weather has cooled andthehighly Dr. Ajay Kumar, chief clinical off- 
by limiting vISItors, requiring proof of vaccination contagious omicron variant has__ cer at Hartford HealthCare, said 





The state’s seven-day arrived, leaving local hospitals Wednesday. “I think we’re going 
positivity rate now stands By Alex Putterman day positivity rate jumped again totreat hundreds of coronavirus to see continued increase in prev- 
at 7.78%, the highest it has Hartford Courant Wednesday, reaching 7.78%, asthe patients on top of a full load of alence over the next several days 
been since widespread state’s latest coronavirus outbreak _ other patients. and probably the early part of 
testing began more than 18 Already at its highest levelsince continues to accelerate. “We expected at this time January.” 

months ago. The daily rate widespread testing began last year, COVID-19 cases and hospital- that omicron’s impact would 

Wednesday was 8.93%. Connecticut’s COVID-19 seven- izations have surged in Connecti- be hitting Connecticut, and it’s Turnto Virus, Page 3 


—— CORONAVIRUS 
—— OUTBREAK 


Pfizer pill 
gets OK 


to treat 
COVID-19 


Drug can be taken at 
home in early stage 
of virus infection 


By Matthew Perrone 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — USS. 
health regulators on Wednes- 
day authorized the first pill 
against COVID-19, a Pfizer drug 
that Americans will be able to 
take at home to head off the 
worst effects of the virus. 

The long-awaited milestone 
comes as U.S. cases, hospitaliza- 
tions and deaths are all rising 
and health officials warn of a 
tsunami of new infections from 
the omicron variant that could 
overwhelm hospitals. 

The drug, Paxlovid, is a faster 
way to treat early infections, 
though initial supplies will be 
extremely limited. All of the 


previously authorized drugs 
against the disease require an 
IV or an injection. 

An antiviral pill from Merck 
also is expected to soon win 
authorization. But Pfizer’s 
drug is all but certain to be the 
preferred option because of its 


mild side effects and superior 
effectiveness, including a nearly 


Climate change felt more on local level, 
but government response moves slowly 





By Alex Putterman | Hartford Courant Connecticut’s top 10 stories of 2021. Courant editors selected 90% reduction in hospitaliza- 
the year’s top stories based on reader interest and significance. tions and deaths among patients 

For many Connecticut residents, 2021 was the year climate While it’s never easy to definitively connect a given heat most likely to get severe disease. 
change began to feel real. wave or thunderstorm with the broader phenomenon of “The efficacy is high, the side 

In June, the state saw a string of 90-degree days, continuing climate change, experts say extreme weather events like the effects are low and it’s oral. It 
a recent trend of more frequent heat waves. In July,aseriesof ones Connecticut experienced this summer will only become checks all the boxes,” said Dr. 
storms brought heavy rainfall and flooded rivers. Atone point +more common as the planet warms. Meanwhile, researchers Gregory Poland of the Mayo 
during that unusually wet month, two teen- forecast continued sea-level rise along Long Clinic. “You’re looking at a90% 
agers drowned in the Farmington River, at a TOP 10 Island Sound that will increasingly threaten decreased risk of hospitaliza- 
spot that was usually appropriate for swimming the state’s coastal communities. tion and death in a high-risk 
but had become dangerous due to the roaring STORIES OF 2021 “We’ve spent the [summer] experiencing the group — that’s stunning.” 
waters. very real, very local and very damaging aspects 

Then came August, when Connecticut dodged the worstof ofclimate change here in Connecticut, with three back-to-back Turn to Pill, Page 3 


Tropical Storm Henri only to be slammed withthe remnants storms and massive and severe flooding,’ Charles Rothen- 
of Hurricane Ida. Trees fell. Basements flooded. Residents _ berger, a climate and energy attorney for Save the Sound, said 
lost power. A state trooper was swept away by floodwaters in September. “The impacts of climate change are felt by real 


and died. 
The Hartford Courant has selected climate changeasoneof Turnto/lmpact, Page 2 


At top, Hurricane Ida rainfall flooded Mix Street in Bristol in Seotember. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 
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School districts leave ‘screen and stay’ initiative 









































By Daniela Altimari But given the spike in cases field Health District.“We made have been exposed to the corona- 
Hartford Courant driven by the omicron variant, the recommendations due to virus to remain in the classroom 

some school districts are pulling the high transmission rates and if they wear masks and do not 

Gov. Ned Lamont’s “screen out ofthe program. breakthrough infections.’ Other develop COVID-19 symptoms. 
and stay” initiative was billed as “West Hartford and Bloomfield towns, including East Windsor But the initiative illustrates 
a way to keep students in school, have rescinded because of the andBristol,havealsooptedout. the challenges of crafting Paxlovid, the first pill against 
even ifthey hadclosecontact with number of cases that we’ve been The voluntary program, policy during an ever-changing COVID-19 authorized by the 
someone who tested positive for seeing,’ said Aimee Krauss, direc- launched bythe governor in early U.S., can head off the worst 
COVID-19. tor of the West Hartford-Bloom- November, allows children who Turnto Schools, Page 3 effects of the virus. PFIZER 
Winter holiday travel expected to increase OPINION .cesssessssssesseees News,12 Puzzles... Connecticut, 7,9 $3.00 Copyright 2021 
ODItS ceeccsssssssseseee News,14-16 Comics...Connecticut, 8-9 The Hartford Courant Co. 
Travel across the U.S. this holiday season is expected to easily exceed 2020 levels, even as Ke) 5-14 \ oe News, 2 Hartford Courant : | | | | l| |) | | 
concern grows over an omicron-driven surge in COVID-19 cases. CONNECTICUT, PAGE 1 Classified... News, 13 eeeee media group 
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FROM PAGE ONE 





To start new lives in Europe, migrants 
make dangerous trek — mostly on foot 


By John Leicester 
and Daniel Cole 
Associated Press 


CLAVIERE, Italy — 
When suicide attackers and 
gunmen massacred crowds 
flocking to Kabul’s airport, 
they also severed the escape 
route that Ali Rezaie hoped 
would take him to a new life 
abroad, far from the Tali- 
ban and their suspicions of 
well-educated, middle-class 
people who worked with 
foreigners in Afghanistan. 

In the chaos, Rezaie 
couldn’t reach the airport 
where flight after flight 
took off without him. The 
27-year-old was left with no 
choice but to take his future 
into his own leathery hands. 
Like many other Afghans, 
he resolved to find another 
way out and embarked on a 
forbidding journey of thou- 
sands of miles to Europe, 
large parts of it on foot. 

More than three months 
later, Rezaie’s odyssey 
through five countries has 
carried him high into the 
French-Italian Alps, where 
he is pushing through knee- 
deep snow to evade border 
guards, with a journalist 
from The Associated Press 
in tow. 

The Afghan exodus that 
some feared would flood 


Impact 


from Page 1 


people in real communities 
at the local level.” 

Yet even as climate change 
gained newfound reso- 
nance for more and more 
Connecticut residents, state- 
wide action to fight it proved 
mostly elusive. 

At the start of the year, 
Connecticut appeared 
poised to join the Transpor- 
tation and Climate Initiative, 
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12/28 NRBQ 


Led by Terry Adams, NRBQ continues to keep 
kickin’ into thier 6th decade. 


12/29 Enter the Haggis 


For two decades, Toronto’s Enter The Haggis 
has combined bagpipes and fiddles with a rock 
rhythm section to create a distinctively eclectic 


celtic rock sound. 


12/30 The Adam Ezra Group 


A one-of-a-kind, folk-rock- community-driven 
experience, propelled by the spirit of the people 


in front of the stage. 


12/31 Best of the Boston Comedy Festival 


& 1/1 Take a break from all the family time and head 
out to The Kate to get the last laugh 
compliments of the Boston Comédy Festival 


circult. 


1/1 Beyond Purple: Deep Purple Tribute 


The show starts off early Deep Purple Hits with 

of an authentic 

along with the Hits of Rainbow, Whitesnake 
io. 


an ener 


and 


1/8 MET Opera in HD: Cinderella 


On the Kate's Big Screen. Laurent Pelly’s story- 
book staging of Massenet’s Cendrillon, a hit of 
the 201 7—18 season, is presented with an 
all-new English translation in an abridged 90 


minutes. 


1/8 DA Foster & the Shaboo All Stars 


David Foster is a charismatic band leader who 
has worked with such artists as B.B. King, the 
Temptations, and Keith Richards. 


1/13 The Brit Pack with Matt Nakoa 


A Joumne through a dynamic blend of British 
clas loved by all, including The 
Beatles, Rolling Stones 
Elton John, The Who, Oasis, Radiohead, The 
Police, Amy Winehouse and many more, 


sics Known and 


Venue Sponsored By: 


RISK 


=y GOWRIE 
GROUP 


COUGH DROPS 


Europe with migrants after 
the Taliban swept to power 
hasn’t materialized. And 
amid the toothy Alpine 
crags bristling with icicles, 
it becomes apparent why: 
Only the hardiest, most 
driven and most resource- 
ful exiles make it this far. 

Ahead of Rezaie in the 
snowscape is the French 
border, unmarked but 
guarded around the clock 
by police who peer through 
thermal binoculars for 
heat signatures. Rezaie’s 
companion, another Afghan 
bearing scars from a suicide 
bombing that prompted him 
to flee, had already tried — 
and failed — to reach France 
via this route. 

So the Afghans advance 
carefully. They pause to 
listen for sounds in the 
frozen silence, to consult 
a map on Rezaie’s phone 
before the chill kills its 
battery and to munch on 
croissants they bought in the 
village of Claviere in Italy. If 
caught by French guards 
patrolling the border on 
foot, ski-bikes and in vans, 
Italy is where they’ll be 
forced to return. 

The Taliban takeover and 
the swift collapse of Afghan- 
istan’s economy has sent 
people streaming illegally 
into Iran, which is often 


a multi-state cap-and-invest 
plan championed by climate 
advocates that was designed 
to reduce emissions and 
raise money for resiliency 
projects. The proposal had 
support from Gov. Ned 
Lamont and appeared to 
stand a strong chance of 
passing through a state 
legislature overwhelmingly 
controlled by Democrats. 
But Republicans united 
against the initiative, brand- 
ing it a “gas tax,” and some 
Democrats worried that 


HOW TO REACH US 





, 
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An Afghan migrant eats snow Dec. 12 during a trek across 
the French-lItalian Alps to reach a migrant refuge in Briancon, 


France. DANIEL COLE/AP 


the first stepping stone for 
Afghans — including Rezaie 
— who push on into the 
European Union. 

Afghans are on course to 
overtake Syrians as Europe’s 
leading asylum-seekers in 
2021. Internal EU reporting 
on migration trends shows 
that more than 80,000 
Afghans applied for asylum 
through November. That’s 
a surge of 96% over the 
same span last year, and the 
increase was partly driven 
by the evacuations from 
Kabul airport. 

Rezaie, from Herat in 


costs would dispropor- 
tionately fall on low- and 
middle-income residents. In 
the end TCI never came up 
for a vote — not during the 
regular legislative session 
held over the first half ofthe 
year nor during a special 
session in September. 

In November, Lamont 
said he would no longer 
push the proposal, and 
within days the plan’s 
regional coalition had fallen 
apart. 

Of course the collapse 


Published daily and Sunday by The Hartford Courant 
Company (ISSN 1047-4153). Periodicals postage paid at 


western Afghanistan, 
says he traveled to Kabul 
in search of a flight but 
then doubled back after 
the suicide bomb and gun 
attack in the waning days 
of the airlift. He believes he 
would have been killed had 
he stayed in Afghanistan 
because of work he did with 
foreign aid groups. 

So he emptied out his 
savings, borrowed money 
and left behind his print- 
ing company, friends and 
comfortable life. 

The quest took him first 
to Iran and Turkey, then 


of TCI is not the end for 
climate action in Connecti- 
cut. Lamont, who recently 
signed an executive order 
intended to reduce emis- 
sions in the executive 
branch, says the state will 
use federal infrastructure 
funds to install electric vehi- 
cle chargers and electrify the 
state’s bus fleet. A bill that 
would create new emissions 
standards for medium- and 
heavy-duty vehicles could 
come up in the legislature 
next year. And the governor 


Afghans push through snowy Alps 


onward by boat and for 25 
days on foot into Greece. 
Next came Italy and then 
the French border. 

Rezaie figures that cross- 
ing it will be easy, compared 
to all he’s been through. 
But it’s easier still for the 
European vacationers he 
suddenly encounters on 
a ski run that crosses his 
mountain path. They zoom 
past, paying him no heed, 
not having to worry about 
police patrols. 

Feeling conspicuous on 
the manicured slope, Rezaie 
is struck by how sharply 
their carefree joy contrasts 
with his urgent need to get 
back in the camouflage of 
trees. 

“Some people go down 
happy,” he says. “Other 
people go up sad.” 

By finding paths deep 
into Europe, Rezaie and 
other migrants offer hope 
to those sure to follow. Their 
knowledge about the obsta- 
cles, their contacts and their 
travel tips will trickle back 
to Afghanistan. Migrants 
attempting the Alpine cross- 
ing share phone maps with 
GPS markers pointing the 
way. 

Rezaie is aiming for the 
fortified French town of 
Briancon. 

Sayed and Mortaza, cous- 
ins and both 16, passed 
through Briancon hours 
earlier. 

They, too, fled in the days 


says TCI could be revived 
somewhere in the future. 

What’s clear is that 
climate change will only 
gain salience for Connecti- 
cut residents in the coming 
years. In November, 12 
local nonprofits delivered 
Lamont 4,000 postcards 
asking him to make fighting 
climate change a priority. 
Weeks later, the governor 
faced a barrage of questions 
about climate during a radio 
appearance. 

As the storms, floods and 





after Kabul fell and traveled 
through Iran to Turkey. 
From there, they were 
smuggled aboard a cramped 
boat to Italy, a brutal six-day 
voyage that left them too 
weak to stand. 

Caught at the French 
border, they were allowed 
to continue because they are 
minors. Seven adult Afghans 
they crossed with were sent 
back. 

The Taliban takeover 
scattered Sayed’s family. 
His father and older brother 
worked as police officers. 
They’ve fled, and Sayed 
thinks they’re hiding in 
Pakistan. Without their sala- 
ries, Sayed and his mother 
had no income, so they left 
too. She is staying with a 
sister in Iran. He’s aiming 
for Germany. 

“Maybe Dortmund, 
because I like Dortmund 
football club,” he said. “We 
just want to escape.” 

Others who left long 
before the Taliban takeover 
say they no longer hope to 
return. 

“It’s finished for us 
now, for everyone who 
is in Europe,’ said Abdul 
Almazai, 26, who left 
Afghanistan as a teenager. 
Turned away at the French 
border with eight other 
Afghans, he planned to try 
again. 

“We have crossed so many 
mountains,” he said. “I have 
to make my future.” 


heat waves continue, so will 
calls for action. 

“We’ve seen the effects of 
sea-level rise. We’re living 
with it, right now,” Frank 
Bohlen, a Groton native 
and emeritus professor 
of marine sciences at the 
University of Connecti- 
cut, said in late September. 
“We don’t need to hypoth- 
esize about what’s going to 
happen in 2050. It’s going 
on.” 


Alex Putterman can be 
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Virus 


from Page 1 


Dr. Ulysses Wu, an infec- 
tious disease specialist at 
Hartford HealthCare, said 
he fears a “double-hump” 
over the coming months, 
with an initial peak in 
COVID-19 transmission 
driven by the delta variant 
followed by an additional 
peak driven by the omicron 
variant. 

Amid Connecticut’s 
recent surge in COVID- 
19 cases, Yale New Haven 
Health announced Wednes- 
day that all visitors must 
show proof of either vacci- 
nation or a negative PCR test 
before entering any hospi- 
tals in the system. 

Patients will be allowed 
only one visitor a day, who 


must be 18 or older, the Bigit |] [ae tT tt oR Fi = BAe 
health system said. 


FN | A SSS. 
In response to the = | 
increase in COVID-19 i. FS 
cases, we made the difficult oe a. NEB mm 2. a. 


decision to require proof | | = 
of vaccination across our ~~ _ | [S aj jade 


health system to keep our a oy, GE i, bh ey gr 2 
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patients, visitors and staff 
as safe as possible,” Dr. Tom 
Balcezak, Yale New Haven’s 
chief clinical officer, said in 
a statement. “These visita- 
tion guidelines will balance 
preventing the spread of 
the coronavirus that causes 
COVID-19 with the needs of 
our patients and their loved 
ones.” 

Exceptions may include 
partners of patients in labor, 
patients with disabilities and 
patients in end-of-life situ- 
ations. 

Yale New Haven Health 
operates Yale New Haven 
Hospital, as well as Bridge- 
port Hospital, Greenwich 
Hospital and Lawrence + 
Memorial Hospital in New 
London and other facilities. 

Elsewhere in Connecti- 
cut, Middlesex Hospital 
announced Wednesday 
it would shorten visiting 
hours, allowing visitors only 
from 2-7:30 p.m. 

Hartford HealthCare off- 


Schools 


from Page 1 


pandemic. 

“When we rolled this 
out in early November, no 
one had heard of omicron,” 
said Max Reiss, Lamont’s 
communications director. 

Lamont has long advo- 
cated for keeping children in 
school during the COVID-19 
crisis, a position that some- 
times put him at odds with 
teacher’s union leaders and 
some of his fellow Demo- 
crats. 

When the governor 
announced the “screen and 
stay” program, Republican 
leaders in the legislature 
were supportive, although 
some advocated for it to 
come sooner. 

But last week, Rep. Vin 
Candelora, the Republican 
leader in the Connecticut 


Pill 
from Page 1 


The Food and Drug 
Administration authorized 
Pfizer’s drug for adults and 
children ages 12 and older 
with a positive COVID-19 
test and early symptoms 
who face the highest risks 
of hospitalization. That 
includes older people and 
those with conditions like 
obesity and heart disease, 
though the drug is not 
recommended for patients 
with severe kidney or liver 
problems. Children eligible 
for the drug must weigh at 
least 88 pounds. 

The pills from Pfizer and 
Merck are expected to be 
effective against omicron 
because they don’t target 
the spike protein where 
most of the variant’s worri- 
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K&J Tree Service brought a roughly 12-by-20-foot sign to thank health care workers at Yale New Haven Hospital in April 2020. The hospital announced 
Wednesday that all visitors must show proof of either vaccination or a negative PCR test before entering any hospitals in the system. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


cials said Wednesday they 
have not changed their visi- 
tation policy. 


Cases and positivity 
rate: Connecticut reported 
3,366 new COVID-19 cases 
Wednesday out of 37,678 
tests, for a daily positivity 
rate of 8.93%. The state’s 
seven-day positivity rate 
now stands at 7.78%, the 
highest it has been since 
widespread testing began 
more than 18 months ago. 

Connecticut has now aver- 
aged 2,729 daily COVID-19 
cases over the past week, the 
most in a seven-day period 


House, criticized “screen 
and stay,” saying it was put 
forth without imput from 
lawmakers. 

“In the wake of a potential 
wave of more COVID cases, 
are our schools equipped 
to keep these individuals in 
the classroom where they 
belong?” Candelora said at 
a press conference Friday. 
“All of these questions don’t 
get answered because we 
don’t have that level of scru- 
tiny.” 

Reiss said the program 
offers education and public 
health officials a tool to keep 
children in school safely, a 
goal he says the Republicans 
have voiced support for. 

“Republicans have been 
on the record with support- 
ing ‘screen and stay,’”’ 
Reiss said. “Now they have 
decided it’s inconvenient 
to keep kids in school in a 
smart public health-forward 


some mutations reside. 

Pfizer currently has 
180,000 treatment courses 
available worldwide, with 
roughly 60,000 to 70,000 
allocated to the U.S. Federal 
health officials are expected 
to ration early shipments 
to the hardest hit parts of 
the country. Pfizer said 
the small supply is due to 
the manufacturing time 
— currently about nine 
months. The company says 
it can halve production time 
next year. 

Pfizer is expected to 
make available to the U.S. 
another 200,000 treatment 
courses in January and then 
another 150,000 treatment 
courses in February, The 
New York Times reported. 

The U.S. government 
has agreed to purchase 
enough Paxlovid to treat 10 
million people, and it will 
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since mid-January. Unvac- 
cinated residents have been 
about five times as likely to 
test positive in recent weeks 
as vaccinated residents, 
according to state numbers. 

All eight Connecticut 
counties — as well as the 
rest of those in the North- 
east region — are currently 
recording “high” levels of 
COVID-19 transmission 
as defined by the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. With this 
level of transmission, the 
CDC advises people to wear 
a mask in public indoor 
settings. 


Hospitalizations: As of 
Wednesday, Connecticut 
has 824 patients hospital- 
ized with COVID-19, down 
13 from Tuesday but up 
more than 300% since the 
end of October. 

According to the state, 
75.4% of people hospitalized 
with COVID-19 are unvac- 
cinated. Hospital officials 
say the rate is even higher 
when looking specifically 
at people with severe symp- 
toms. 


Deaths: Connecticut 
reports COVID-19 deaths 
on Thursdays. Last week, 


the state recorded 56 deaths, 
bringing its total during the 
pandemic to 9,002. 

As COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations have surged 
in Connecticut over recent 
weeks, deaths have risen 
slightly but still remain far 
below the levels recorded 
last winter. 

The United States has 
now recorded 808,414 
COVID-19 deaths, accord- 
ing to the New York Times. 


Vaccinations: As of 
Wednesday, 87.6% of all 
Connecticut residents and 
95% of those 12 and older 





Gov. Ned Lamont announced the “screen and stay” initiative last month at Newington High. 
Some school districts are now pulling out of the program. MARK MIRKO/COURANT FILE PHOTO 


way.” 

The governor, Reiss said, 
“continues to try and keep 
kids in school because of 
mental health benefits, the 


be provided free to patients. 
Pfizer says it’s on track to 
produce 80 million courses 
globally next year, under 
contracts with the U.K., 
Australia and other nations. 

President Joe Biden said 
the pill marks a “significant 
step forward in our path 
out of the pandemic” and 
said his administration will 
work with states to ensure 
equitable distribution. 

Health experts agree 
that vaccination remains 
the best way to protect 
against COVID-19. But with 
roughly 40 million Ameri- 
can adults still unvacci- 
nated, effective drugs will 
be critical to blunting the 
current and future waves 
of infection. 

The U.S. is now report- 
ing more than 140,000 
new infections daily and 
federal officials warn that 


physical health benefits and 
the developmental benefits.” 

In a letter to parents 
Monday, West Hart- 
ford school officials said 


the omicron variant could 
send case counts soar- 
ing. Omicron has already 
whipped across the coun- 
try to become the domi- 
nant strain, federal officials 
confirmed earlier this week. 

Against that back- 
drop, experts warn that 
Paxlovid’s initial impact 
could be limited. 

For more than a year, 
biotech-engineered anti- 
body drugs have been 
the go-to treatments for 
COVID-19. But they are 
expensive, hard to produce 
and require an injection or 
infusion, typically given at 
a hospital or clinic. Also, 
laboratory testing suggests 
the two leading antibody 
drugs used in the U.S. aren’t 
effective against omicron. 

Pfizer’s pill comes with 
its own challenges. 

Patients will need a posi- 








they were scrapping the 
program. That same day, 
they announced 13 individu- 
als within the school district 
tested positive for COVID- 


tive COVID-19 test to get a 
prescription. And Paxlovid 
has only proven effective 
if given within five days of 
symptoms appearing. With 
testing supplies stretched, 
experts worry it may be 
unrealistic for patients to 
self-diagnose, get tested, 
see a physician and pick up 
a prescription within that 
narrow window. 

“If you go outside that 
window oftime I fully expect 
the effectiveness of this drug 
is going to fall,” said Andrew 
Pekosz, a Johns Hopkins 
University virologist. 

The FDA based its deci- 
sion on company results 
from a 2,250-patient trial 
that showed the pill cut 
hospitalizations and deaths 
by 89% when given to 
people with mild-to-moder- 
ate COVID-19 within three 
days of symptoms. Less 


had received at least one 
COVID-19 vaccine dose, 
while 74.2% of all residents 
and 83.4% of those 12 and 
older were fully vaccinated, 
according to the CDC. 

Additionally, about 
38.4% of fully vaccinated 
Connecticut residents 18 
or older have received a 
booster dose. 

The CDC warns that 
booster shots are sometimes 
misclassified as first doses, 
likely inflating the reported 
number of first-dose cover- 
age and understating the 
true number of people who 
have received boosters. 


19. 

Andy Morrow, assistant 
superintendent for adminis- 
tration, said the district will 
revisit its decision after the 
holiday break. 

In the meantime, West 
Hartford schools will return 
to its earlier COVID-19 
protocols, which requires 
unvaccinated pre-school 
children who have been 
exposed to COVID-19 to 
quarantine for 10 days and 
unvaccinated older school- 
age children to quarantine 
for seven days, provided 
they remain symptom-free 
and provide the results of a 
negative test. 

Vaccinated individuals 
should monitor for symp- 
toms and test five to seven 
days from their last expo- 
sure. They do not need to 
quarantine as long as they 
remain symptom-free and 
test negative for the virus. 


than 1% of patients taking 
the drug were hospitalized 
and none died at the end 
of the 30-day study period, 
compared with 6.5% of 
patients hospitalized in the 
group getting a dummy pill, 
which included nine deaths. 

Pfizer’s drug is part of 
a decadesold family of 
antiviral drugs known as 
protease inhibitors, which 
revolutionized treatment 
of HIV and hepatitis C. The 
drugs block an enzyme that 
viruses need to multiply in 
the body. 

The U.S. will pay about 
$500 for each course of 
Pfizer’s treatment, which 
consists of three pills taken 
twice a day for five days. 
Two of the pills are Paxlovid 
and the third is a different 
antiviral that helps boost 
levels of the main drug in 
the body. 
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Path sought to revive domestic bill 


White House, Dems 
say they are in talks 
to recraft proposal 


By Lisa Mascaro 
and Farnoush Amiri 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Joe Biden, along with 
progressive and moder- 
ate Democrats, appears 
determined to return to the 
negotiating table with Sen. 
Joe Manchin, the holdout 
Democrat who effectively 
tanked the party’s signature 
$2 trillion domestic policy 
initiative. 

In the days since the West 
Virginia lawmaker gave a 
thumbs down on the pack- 
age, delivering a stunning 
blow to months of negoti- 
ations on Biden’s agenda, 
Democrats of the left and 
center have joined the 
White House in attempting 
to salvage the social services 
and climate change bill. 

“We have worked too 
long and too hard to give 
up now, and we have no 
intention of doing so,” Rep. 
Pramila Jayapal, head of the 
Congressional Progressive 
Caucus, said in a statement 
Wednesday. 

Jayapal said caucus 
members have been talking 
with White House offi- 
cials about the prospects of 
achieving the plan’s goals 
through a combination of 
Biden’s executive powers 
and legislation, instead of 
legislation alone. 

“The legislative approach, 
while essential, has no 
certainty of timing or 
results,’ she said, “and we 
simply cannot wait to deliver 
tangible relief to people that 
they can feel and will makea 
difference in their lives and 
livelihoods.” 

At the same time, White 
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President Joe Biden said Wednesday, “I still think there’s a possibility of getting Build Back Better done.” DREW ANGERER/GETTY 


House officials have spoken 
with Rep. Suzan DelBene, 
D-Wash., chair of the 
House’s centrist New Demo- 
crat Coalition, on its plan 
to scale back the number 
of provisions but have 
them stay in effect longer. 
Manchin said he supports 
that approach. 

But Republicans are voic- 
ing greater confidence now 
that they can beat back 
much of what they don’t like 
in the package. “As we ended 
the year, it looks to me like 
they couldn’t swallow the 
spinach,’ Sen. Mitch McCo- 
nnell, the Senate Republican 
leader, said Wednesday of 
the Democrats. 

Biden spoke Tuesday 
about the families who 


would benefit from the 
Democrats’ ambitious, if 
now highly uncertain, plan 
to pour billions of dollars 
into child care, health care 
and other services. 

“Senator Manchin and I 
are going to get something 
done,’ Biden said. 

The president’s off-the- 
cuff remarks were his first 
public statement since 
Manchin said over the 
weekend that he would not 
support the bill, as is. 

Since then, Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer told Democrats 
on a 90-minute video call to 
expect a vote in January on 
the package. 

Schumer told senators the 
party was “not giving up” 


Experts: Omicron surge 
may be fading in S. Africa 


Noticeable drop 
in COVID-19 cases 
seen in recent days 


By Andrew Meldrum 


Associated Press 


JOHANNESBURG — 
South Africa’s noticeable 
drop in new COVID-19 cases 
in recent days may signal 
that the country’s dramatic 
omicron-driven surge has 
passed its peak, medical 
experts say. 

Daily virus case counts 
are notoriously unreliable, 
as they can be affected by 
uneven testing, reporting 
delays and other fluctua- 
tions. But they are offering 
one tantalizing hint — far 
from conclusive yet — that 
omicron infections may 
recede quickly after a fero- 
cious spike. 

South Africa has been at 
the forefront of the omicron 
wave and the world is 
watching for any signs of 
how it may play out there to 
try to understand what may 
be in store. 

After hitting a high of 
nearly 27,000 new cases 
nationwide Thursday, the 
numbers dropped to about 
15,424 Tuesday. In Gauteng 
province — South Afri- 
ca’s most populous with 16 
million people, including the 
largest city, Johannesburg, 





Wally Adeyemo, deputy 
Treasury secretary, said the 
U.S. is committed to helping 
the Afghan people. GETTY 


and the capital, Pretoria — 
the decrease started earlier 
and has continued. 

“The drop in new cases 
nationally combined with 
the sustained drop in new 
cases seen here in Gauteng 
province, which for weeks 
has been the center of this 
wave, indicates that we are 
past the peak,” said Marta 
Nunes, senior researcher at 
the Vaccines and Infectious 
Diseases Analytics depart- 
ment of the University of 
Witwatersrand. 

Gauteng province saw its 
numbers start sharply rising 
in mid-November. Scientists 
doing genetic sequencing 
quickly identified the new, 
highly mutated omicron 
variant that was announced 
to the world on Nov. 25. 

Significantly more trans- 
missible, omicron quickly 
achieved dominance in 
South Africa. An estimated 
90% of COVID-19 cases 
in Gauteng province since 
mid-November have been 
omicron, according to tests. 

And the world seems to 
be quickly following, with 
omicron already surpass- 
ing the delta variant as the 
dominant coronavirus strain 
in some countries. 

In the U.S., omicron 
accounted for 73% of new 
infections last week, health 
officials said — and the vari- 
ant is responsible for an 


estimated 90% or more of 
new infections in the New 
York area, the Southeast, the 
industrial Midwest and the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Confirmed coronavirus 
cases in the U.K. have surged 
by 60% in a week as omicron 
overtook delta as the domi- 
nant variant there. World- 
wide, the variant has been 
detected in at least 89 coun- 
tries, according to the World 
Health Organization. 

In South Africa, experts 
worried that the sheer 
volume of new infections 
would overwhelm the coun- 
try’s hospitals, even though 
omicron appears to cause 
milder disease, with signifi- 
cantly less hospitalizations, 
patients needing oxygen and 
deaths. 

But then cases in Gauteng 
started falling. After reach- 
ing 16,000 new infections 
on Dec. 12, the province’s 
numbers have steadily 
dropped, to just over 3,300 
cases Tuesday. 

“The rapid rise of new 
cases has been followed by 
a rapid fall and it appears 
we're seeing the beginning 
of the decline of this wave,” 
said Dr. Fareed Abdullah, 
working in the COVID-19 
ward at Pretoria’s Steve Biko 
Academic Hospital. 

In another sign that South 
Africa’s omicron surge may 
be receding, a study of health 


on the proposal, according 
to a Democrat who was on 
the private call Tuesday and 
provided details on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

But the Democrats face 
serious questions over 
whether the initiative 
can be refashioned to win 
Manchin’s crucial vote and 
head off a devastating defeat 
for the party. 

Manchin and his party are 
so far apart, his relationships 
so bruised after months of 
failed talks, it’s unclear how 
they even get back to the 
negotiating table, let alone 
revive the more than 2,100- 
page bill. 

All of that is encouraging 
to McConnell. 

“Now, I know Schumer 


said last night on a call he’s 
not giving up,’ the Kentucky 
Republican told the Hugh 
Hewitt Show. “I don’t expect 
him to do, but the worst of 
BBB, it appears to me, is 
dead.” He used the short- 
hand for the Build Back 
Better plan. 

Biden spoke forcefully 
of the economic pressures 
that strip away the “dignity 
of a parent” trying to pay 
the bills, and the assistance 
millions could receive from 
the federal government 
with the legislation. He also 
said his package would ease 
inflationary pressures and 
pointed to analyses suggest- 
ing it would boost the econ- 
omy. 

“T want to get things 
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done,” Biden said. “I still 
think there’s a possibility 
of getting Build Back Better 
done.” 

The setback has thrown 
Biden’s top legislative effort 
into deep doubt. 

Coupled with solid 
Republican opposition, 
Manchin’s vote is vital on 
this and other initiatives, 
including the Democrats’ 
priority voting rights legis- 
lation that Schumer also said 
would come to an early vote. 

Schumer has said that if 
Republicans continued to 
block voting rights legisla- 
tion in January, the Senate 
would bring forward 
proposals for changing the 
Senate rules, a Democrat on 
the video call said. That’s a 
nod to long-running efforts 
to adjust or end the filibus- 
ter, which typically requires 
a 60-vote threshold for 
measures to advance. 

While Manchin has said 
he cannot explain the bill 
to constituents in West 
Virginia, a union represent- 
ing coal miners, including 
some of the nearly 12,000 
from his home state, urged 
the lawmaker to “revisit his 
opposition” to the package. 

Cecil Roberts, president of 
the United Mine Workers of 
America, outlined the ways 
the package would bene- 
fit union members, such as 
those in West Virginia, the 
most coal-dependent state 
in the country. 

Some of those provisions 
would extend the current 
fee paid by coal companies 
to fund benefits received 
by victims of coal workers’ 
pneumoconiosis, or black 
lung. The bill would also 
provide tax incentives to 
encourage manufacturers 
to build facilities in the coal- 
fields, potentially employing 
miners who have lost their 
jobs, according to the union. 
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People flock to a beach Tuesday near Cape Town, South Africa. The omicron-driven surge in 
COVID-19 cases in the country may have peaked, experts say. NARDUS ENGELBRECHT/AP 


care professionals who 
tested positive for COVID- 
19 at Chris Hani Baragwa- 
nath hospital in Soweto 
shows a rapid increase and 
then a quick decline in cases. 

“Two weeks ago we were 
seeing more than 20 new 
cases per day and now it is 
about five or six cases per 
day,’ Nunes said. 

But, she said, it is still early 
and there are several factors 
that must be watched. 

South Africa’s positiv- 
ity rate has remained high 
at 29%, up from just 2% in 
early November, indicating 
the virus is still circulating 


among the population at 
relatively high levels, she 
said. 

And the country’s holi- 
day season is now under- 
way, when many businesses 
close down for a month and 
people travel to visit family, 
often in rural areas. This 
could accelerate omicron’s 
spread across South Africa 
and to neighboring coun- 
tries, experts said. 

“In terms of the massive 
everyday doubling that we 
were seeing just over a week 
ago with huge numbers, that 
seems to have settled,” said 
Professor Veronica Ueker- 


mann, head of the COVID-19 
response team at Steve Biko 
Academic Hospital. 

“But it is way too early 
to suggest that we have 
passed the peak. There are 
too many external factors, 
including the movement 
during the holiday season,” 
she said. 

It’s summertime in South 
Africa and many gatherings 
are outdoors, which may 
make a difference between 
the omicron-driven wave 
here and the surges in 
Europe and North America, 
where people tend to gather 
indoors. 


US relaxing some restrictions on Afghan aid amid crisis 


By Alan Rappeport 
and Michael Crowley 
The New York Times 


The Biden administra- 
tion Wednesday took steps 
to make it easier for human- 
itarian aid to reach Afghan- 
istan as the combination 
of the pandemic, a severe 
drought and acash shortage 
have left the country’s frag- 
ile economy on the brink of 
collapse. 

The Treasury Depart- 
ment said the measures 
would give U.S. and inter- 


national aid groups more 
freedom to operate in the 
country, while allowing the 
United States to maintain 
economic pressure on the 
Taliban. 

“The United States is the 
largest single provider of 
humanitarian assistance 
in Afghanistan,” Wally 
Adeyemo, the deputy Trea- 
sury secretary, said in a 
statement. “We are commit- 
ted to supporting the people 
of Afghanistan, which is why 
Treasury is taking these 
additional steps to facilitate 


assistance.” 

But diplomats and activ- 
ists said the changes might 
not be enough to rescue 
Afghanistan from what one 
U.N. official called “shocking 
levels of need and suffering.” 

The humanitarian crisis 
in Afghanistan has put the 
Biden administration on 
the defensive three months 
after the Taliban assumed 
power and American and 
international forces left the 
country. U.S. and interna- 
tional sanctions that were 
designed to cut the Taliban 


off from the international 
financial system have left the 
entire country with a cash 
shortage, crippling banks 
and businesses and sending 
prices soaring. 

The United States does 
not recognize the Taliban as 
the legitimate government 
of Afghanistan. Follow- 
ing the group’s takeover of 
the country this year, the 
Biden administration froze 
$9.5 billion of Afghani- 
stan’s foreign reserves, 
stopped sending shipments 
of dollars to Afghanistan’s 


central bank and pressured 
the International Mone- 
tary Fund to delay plans to 
transmit emergency reserve 
funds to the country. 

The Treasury Depart- 
ment said new “general 
licenses” would allow finan- 
cial transactions involving 
the Taliban and members 
of the Haqqani network as 
long as the money was used 
for things such as projects 
to meet basic human needs, 
civil society development 
and environmental and 
natural resource protection. 
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Reforms target US military’s missing weapons 


Machine guns, 
plastic explosives 
reaching the streets 


By Kristin M. Hall 
and Justin Pritchard 


Associated Press 


The Department of 
Defense is overhauling how 
it keeps track of its guns and 
explosives, and Congress 
is requiring more account- 
ability from the Pentagon 
— responses to an Associ- 
ated Press investigation that 
showed lost or stolen mili- 
tary weapons were reaching 
America’s streets. 

The missing weaponry 
includes assault rifles, 
machine guns, handguns, 
armor-piercing grenades, 
artillery shells, mortars, 
grenade launchers and plas- 
tic explosives. 

The Pentagon will now 
have to give lawmakers an 
annual report on weapons 
loss and security under the 
National Defense Authori- 
zation Act, which Congress 
approved this month and 
President Joe Biden is 
expected to sign. As AP’s 
AWOL Weapons investi- 
gation showed, military 
officials weren’t advising 
Congress even as guns and 
explosives continued to 
disappear. 

To meet those reporting 
requirements, the military is 
modernizing how it accounts 
for its millions of firearms 
and mountains of explosives. 

“Clearly the accountability 
on this issue was stopping at 
too low of a level,” said U.S. 
Rep. Jason Crow, D-Colo- 
rado, a U.S. Army veteran 
and member of the House 
Armed Services Committee 
who supported the reforms. 
With the new requirements, 
“if there are hundreds of 
missing weapons in that 
report, members of Congress 
are going to see it, and they 
are going to be asked about 
it publicly and held account- 
able for it.” 

Pentagon officials have 
said that they can account for 
more than 99.9% of firearms 











A container of ordnance shows signs of theft after arriving at the Letterkenny Army Depot in Chambersburg, Pa. A canister with 
32 rounds of 40mm M430A1 grenades, Marine Corps property, was missing. U.S. ARMY CRIMINALINVESTIGATION COMMAND 


and take weapons security 
very seriously. 

Still, when AP published 
its first report on missing 
firearms in June, Gen. Mark 
Milley, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said he 
would consider a “system- 
atic fix.” 

In response, the Army, the 
largest branch with the most 
firearms, took on a major 
overhaul of how units report 
missing, lost or stolen weap- 
ons. Paper records are giving 
way to a digital form, anda 
central logistics operations 
center is collecting and veri- 
fying serious incident reports 
that — as with other armed 
services — didn’t always go 
all the way up the chain of 
command. 

The new system uses an 
existing software system 
called Vantage to give 
commanders a real-time look 
at what is unaccounted for, 
Scott Forster, an operations 
research analyst at the Army, 
said in a briefing with AP. 

Other changes will affect 










how the military responds 
to law enforcement investi- 
gations. 

When a gun is recovered 
or sought during a criminal 
case, the Defense Depart- 
ment’s Small Arms and 
Light Weapons Registry is 
supposed to determine the 
last known location or unit 
responsible. 

But the registry’s infor- 
mation was inaccurate and 
responses to law enforce- 
ment weren’t timely, 
according to internal Army 
documents obtained by the 
AP. The Army runs the regis- 
try for the Pentagon. 

The Army is now develop- 
ing an app that would search 
each service’s own property 
record databases, according 
to Army spokesman Lt. Col. 
Brandon Kelley. 

The new law also requires 
the Defense Secretary to 
report confirmed thefts or 
recovery of weapons to the 
National Crime Information 
Center, which the FBI runs. 
Military regulations had 
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required the services and 
units to self-report losses; 
the onus will now be on the 
highest level of the Pentagon. 

The other armed services 
also are implementing 
reforms. 

The Marine Corps said it 
is developing internal proce- 
dures for improved oversight 
through increased inspec- 
tions of units. The Navy 
required units to notify a 
higher headquarters when 
reporting weapons losses. 
The Air Force has replaced 
its munitions property book 
system with a commercial 
application. 

This summer, the Defense 
Logistics Agency began 
reporting to the Pentagon 
losses and thefts of firearms 
that the military loaned to 
civilian agencies under the 
Law Enforcement Support 
Office program. In its data 
release to AP, the Pentagon 
reported that 461 of these 
firearms had vanished, with 
109 later recovered. AP’s 
reporting did not include 
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LESO weapons. 

After the AP’s initial report 
published in June, Gen. 
Milley tasked the service 
branches with scrubbing 
their data on firearms losses 
since 2010 — the time period 
AP studied. 

The Pentagon reluc- 
tantly shared the statistics 
it collected, which Milley’s 
office has provided to Capitol 
Hill. The official numbers are 
lower than what AP reported 
— but also incomplete, 
because some services failed 
to include stolen weapons as 
documented by the military’s 
own criminal investigators. 

The number of missing, 
lost or stolen firearms was 
“approximately 1,540” from 
2010 through this summer, 
according to LTC Uriah 
Orland, a spokesman for the 
Office of the Secretary of 
Defense. The majority have 
been recovered, he said. That 
total compares to the at least 
2,000 firearms that AP had 
reported for 2010 through 
2020, a tally based on the 
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military’s own data, internal 
memoranda, criminal inves- 
tigation case files and other 
sources. 

There are several reasons 
for the discrepancy. In 
conducting their analyses, 
each service used differ- 
ent standards and systems. 
Despite the detailed data 
search by each service, AP 
found lost or stolen items 
that were not in their official 
accounting. 

Relying on its official 
weapons registry, the Navy 
data represented that none 
of its shotguns have been 
stolen and its only explosives 
losses during the 2010s were 
20 concussion grenades. AP 
identified several shotguns 
and dozens of armor-pierc- 
ing grenades, based on case 
files from the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service. 

The Marines decided that 
any weapon that vanished in 
a combat zone didn’t count 
— even in cases, for exam- 
ple, when a rifle fell from a 
vehicle or aircraft, or disap- 
peared from living quarters 
on overseas base. Their total 
of “unaccounted for” fire- 
arms since 2010 was 31. 

The biggest explanation 
for the difference between 
AP’s numbers and official 
numbers is a significant 
downward revision of Army 
totals. 

In June, AP reported the 
Army couldn’t account for 
more than 1,500 weapons. 
Most of that total derived 
from internal Army memos 
that said 1,300 rifles and 
handguns were lost or stolen 
between 2013 and 2019. The 
Army had said the memos 
could include duplications 
and combat losses, which AP 
excluded when known. 

Responding to Milley’s 
order, personnel hand- 
searched records. Their 
conclusion was that, in the 
2010s, only 469 firearms 
were missing. 

Army officials didn’t 
detail which weapons they 
excluded or their criteria for 
reaching the total, which AP 
was unable to verify inde- 
pendently. 


Trinity Health Of New England 
Medical Group Welcomes 


Kaveh Barami, M.D., Ph.D. 


Kaveh Barami, M.D., Ph.D. has joined Trinity Health Of New England Medical 
Group specializing in Neurosurgery. As a general neurosurgeon, Dr. Barami has 
extensive knowledge and experience In neurosurgery including neuro-oncology 
and complex spine surgery. He is looking forward to providing high-quality and 
compassionate care to patients. 


To make an appointment or for more information please call 860-714-6980. 
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WORLD & NATION 


Helping Americans to get a abortions 


Mexican activists 
plan to provide info, 
support — and pills 


By Natalie Kitroeff 
The New York Times 


GUANAJUATO, Mexico 
— Veronica Cruz spent years 
defying the law in Mexico, 
helping thousands of 
women get abortions. Now 
that Mexico has declared 
that abortion is no longer 
a crime, Cruz and activists 
like her are planning to bring 
their mission to a coun- 
try moving in the opposite 
direction: the United States. 

Abortion restrictions have 
been multiplying across 
the United States for years, 
including just over Mexico’s 
border in Texas. Now the 
Supreme Court is consider- 
ing a case that could dimin- 
ish or completely overrule 
Roe v. Wade, the 1973 ruling 
that established a consti- 
tutional right to abortion. 
That would likely set off 
new restrictions in at least 
20 states. 

But in much of Latin 
America, where access 
to abortion has long been 
severely limited, highly 
organized feminist groups 
have distributed abortion- 
inducing drugs for years, 
making it harder for govern- 
ments to enforce bans on the 
procedure. 

Cruz and other activ- 
ists are planning to help 
shuttle Texans and other 
Americans seeking abor- 
tions into Mexico, and to 
build networks to ferry the 
abortion pills north of the 
border or send them by mail 
— something they’ve already 
started doing and now plan 
to expand. 

“We aren’t afraid,” Cruz 
said. “We are willing to face 
criminalization because 
women’s lives matter more 
than their law.” 

The strategy is highly 
contentious because it 
involves foreign activists 
working directly to under- 
mine U.S. law. 

It also illustrates what 








Sofia said she had an abortion with the help of a network of activists in Mexico who provide women with pills that induce 
abortion, and then ensure they have support throughout the procedure. MARIAN CARRASQUERO/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


activists on both sides of 
the abortion debate see as 
a new frontier of the battle: 
the government’s ability 
to control abortion when 
women can perform them in 
the privacy of their homes, 
with pills that are becoming 
more widely available than 
ever. 

On Dec. 16, the Food and 
Drug Administration said 
that abortion drugs can be 
delivered by mail, making 
permanent a measure 
enacted because of the 
pandemic and broaden- 
ing access for women who 
find it difficult to travel toa 
provider to end their preg- 
nancies. 

But several states ban the 
delivery of these pills by mail 
or still require that the drugs 
be dispensed by providers 
in person, on top of other 
restrictions on their use. 

In Texas, a new law bars 
doctors from providing 
pills to induce abortions 
after seven weeks of preg- 
nancy, and adds penalties 
of jail time and a fine of up 





to $10,000 for anyone who 
mails or delivers the medi- 
cation. 

Legal experts say such 
laws may be challenged 
after the FDA decision, 
but for now, these state 
measures could discourage 
U.S. doctors from sending 
pills to parts of the country 
with restrictive regulations. 

“For the first time, Texas 
does have a way to protect 
women, through our crim- 
inal law, from people bring- 
ing dangerous abortion 
pills,” said Joe Pojman, 
executive director of the 
Texas Alliance for Life, an 
organization that helped 
craft the measure. “We'll 
have to wait to see how well 
it is enforced in the coming 
months.” 

Dr. Rebecca Gomperts, 
the leader of Aid Access, an 
Austria-based group that 
provides abortion pills to 
women across the world, 
confirmed she has been 
prescribing the medica- 
tion to women in Texas — 
who then receive the drugs 


by mail from a pharmacy 
in India — even after the 
state’s law went into effect 
this month. 

The drug misoprostol, 
originally created to treat 
stomach ulcers, but which 
also induces abortions, has 
upended access to the proce- 
dure around the globe by 
giving women a safe, effec- 
tive and often cheap method 
of ending their pregnancies 
in private. 

Taking the drug, either 
alone or in combination 
with another called mifepri- 
stone, causes what is called a 
“medication abortion.” 

Across Latin America, 
networks of activists who 
work on the margins of the 
legal system deliver the pills 
to women and walk them 
through using the medica- 
tion to end pregnancies. 

The groups, often in 
coordination with allies in 
the medical community, 
use a model now known 
as “accompaniment,” in 
which they disseminate 
pills and also provide medi- 








Protesters scale the wall of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6. A House panel wants to hear from Rep. 
Jim Jordan of Ohio, a staunch ally of former President Donald Trump. JOSE LUIS MAGANA/AP 


Jan. 6 panel seeks interview 
with close Trump ally Jordan 


By Farnoush Amiri 
and Mary Clare Jalonick 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
House panel investigating 
the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol insur- 
rection requested an inter- 
view and information from 
Republican Rep. Jim Jordan 
of Ohio on Wednesday, the 
second time this week the 
committee publicly sought 
to interview a sitting 
member of Congress. 

In a letter to Jordan, 
Mississippi Rep. Bennie 
Thompson, Democratic 
chairman of the panel, 
said the panel wants the 
lawmaker to provide infor- 
mation for its investigation 
surrounding his commu- 
nications with then-Pres- 
ident Donald Trump on 
Jan. 6 and Trump’s efforts 
to challenge the result ofthe 
2020 election. 

“We understand that you 
had at least one and possi- 
bly multiple communica- 
tions with President Trump 
on January 6th,” the letter 
reads. “We would like to 
discuss each such commu- 
nication with you in detail.” 

The request is the second 
by the nine-member panel 
this week and launches a 
new phase for the lawmak- 


ers on the committee, who 
have resisted going after 
one of their own. 

Jordan remains one of 
Trump’s closest allies in 
Congress and a staunch 
supporter of the former 
president’s false claims 
about voter fraud. The 
lawmaker most recently 
brought those claims up 
again during an October 
hearing on a motion to hold 
former White House chief 
strategist Stephen Bannon 
in contempt for refusing to 
comply with a congressio- 
nal subpoena. 

In that same hearing, 
Jordan admitted once again 
that he spoke with Trump 
on the day of the attack. 

“Of course, I talked to 
the president,’ Jordan 
told members of the Rules 
Committee, in response 
to questioning from the 
panel’s chairman, Rep. 
Jim McGovern, D-Mass. 
“T talked to him that day. 
I’ve been clear about that. 
I don’t recall the number of 
times, but it’s not about me. 
I know you want to make it 
about that.” 

A request for comment 
from Jordan’s office was not 
immediately returned. 

The panel is also seek- 
ing information regard- 


ing Jordan’s meeting with 
Trump and members of his 
administration in Novem- 
ber and December 2020, 
and in early January, “about 
strategies for overturning 
the results of the 2020 elec- 
tion.” The letter goes on to 
say the committee is also 
interested in any discus- 
sions Jordan may have had 
during that time regard- 
ing the possibility of presi- 
dential pardons for people 
involved in any aspect of the 
Capitol attack or the plan- 
ning for the two rallies that 
took place that day. 

Thompson writes that 
Jordan has already signaled 
a willingness to cooperate 
with the panel’s efforts to 
get answers about Jan. 6, 
citing the lawmaker’s quote 
from that October hearing: 
“T’ve said all along, I have 
nothing to hide. I’ve been 
straightforward all along.” 

On Monday, the commit- 
tee sent a similar request 
to Republican Rep. Scott 
Perry of Pennsylvania, who 
the panel believes had “an 
important role” in efforts to 
install then-Justice Depart- 
ment official Jeffrey Clark 
as acting attorney general in 
late 2020. 

Perry denied the request 
Tuesday. 


cal counseling and psycho- 
logical support to women 
in a deeply Catholic region 
where abortions are often 
shunned and outlawed. 

The arrival of misopros- 
tol and mifepristone was 
“revolutionary,” said Giselle 
Carino, CEO of Fos Femi- 
nista, an international alli- 
ance of health groups. “But 
it wouldn’t have been so 
effective in saving women’s 
lives without the feminist 
networks of accompani- 
ment and health profession- 
als willing to engage in civil 
disobedience.” 

Cruz, the Mexican activ- 
ist, helped found an orga- 
nization called Las Libres, 
which means “the free 
ones,” in 2000. She began 
knocking on gynecologists’ 
doors in her conservative 
state of Guanajuato, asking 
them to provide free abor- 
tions to rape victims. 

A few years later, one of 
the doctors she had been 
working with came back 
from a conference with 
some news: There was apill 


that could safely cause abor- 
tions at home. Misoprostol 
can be obtained without a 
prescription in Mexico, and 
the World Health Organi- 
zation has a protocol for 
administering it to perform 
abortions in the first 12 
weeks of pregnancy. 

“That’s when I knew we 
had a solution,” Cruz said. 
“We didn’t need doctors 
anymore.” 

At the time, the pills were 
prohibitively expensive. 
So, Cruz said, she came up 
with a strategy: A woman 
who could afford to buy 
the medication would keep 
the pills left over after her 
procedure, then pass the 
box on to the next woman 
who needed it, while coach- 
ing her through the process. 

“And that’s how the first 
networks were formed, 
organically,’ Cruz said. 

The goal, she says, was 
never to just provide abor- 
tions. It was to turn every 
Mexican woman into some- 
one who could help some- 
one else get an abortion. 

The handful of employ- 
ees who work with Las 
Libres have boxes of the 
drugs, which they buy 
or receive as donations, 
strewn everywhere — in 
their cars, their homes, even 
their pockets. 

Each woman who 
reaches out to the group 
is assigned a “compan- 
ion” to bring her pills and 
then follow her, through 
video calls, phone calls 
or WhatsApp messages, 
through every step of the 
abortion. 

A recent study of more 
than 900 people in Nigeria 
and Argentina, published in 
The Lancet medical jour- 
nal, found that accompany- 
ing patients as they manage 
their own abortions is 
“highly effective and safe.” 
It led to complete abortions 
— not requiring follow-up 
surgical intervention to 
finish — for 97% of those 
surveyed. 

For women living under 
strict abortion bans, it is also 
difficult to detect. 


Student loan payment pause 
extended again i in n pandemic 


By Colleen Long 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
Biden administration 
Wednesday extended a 
student loan moratorium 
that has allowed tens of 
millions of Americans to put 
off debt payments during 
the pandemic. 

Payments on federal 
student loans will remain 
paused through May 1 
Interest rates will remain 
at 0% during that period, 
and debt collection efforts 
will be suspended. Those 
measures have been in place 
since early in the pandemic, 
but were to expire Jan. 31. 

President Joe Biden said 
financial recovery from the 
pandemic will take longer 
than job recovery, especially 
for those with student loans. 

“We know that millions 
of student loan borrowers 
are still coping with the 
impacts of the pandemic 
and need some more time 
before resuming payments,” 
he said in a statement, 
adding it was an issue he 
and the vice president “both 
care deeply about.” 

The omicron variant of 
COVID-19 that has swept 
through the U.S. has lent a 
new urgency to the question 
over whether the morato- 
rium would be extended. 
Administration officials had 
initially said they expected 
the January extension to 
be the last. But even as the 
economy improves, there 
are concerns that borrow- 
ers are not ready to start 
payments again. 

The policy applies to 
more than 36 million Amer- 
icans who have student 
loans that are held by the 
federal government. Their 
collective debt totals more 
than $1.37 trillion, accord- 
ing to the latest Education 
Department data. About 
a third of borrowers are 
in default or delinquency 
and the average monthly 
payment is $400 a month. 
Officials said the pause 
also helps about 5 million 
other borrowers currently 





Tens of millions of Americans will be able to hold off making 
student loan payments through May 1. Above, students at 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania. GENE J. PUSKAR/AP 2020 


in school who are not yet 
paying back loans but are 
accruing interest. 

The Trump administra- 
tion initially suspended 
federal student loan 
payments in March 2020 
and later extended it 
through January. Biden 
has now moved to continue 
it twice, and the Educa- 
tion Department raised 
concerns about the effects 
of suddenly restarting 
payments, both for students 
and administratively within 
the department. 

The extension of the loan 
moratorium comes as deci- 
sion whether to erase large 
swaths of student debt alto- 
gether is still on the table. 

Some Democrats are 
pushing for mass forgive- 
ness of debt. But Biden has 
questioned whether he 
has the authority for that 
kind of mass cancellation, 
and legal scholars differ 
on that. Earlier this year, 
Biden asked the Education 
and Justice departments 
to study the issue. Officials 
have said that work is still 
underway. 

Biden has previously said 
he supports canceling up to 
$10,000 in student debt, but 
he has argued it should be 
done by Congress. 

The extension was met 
with relief by student advo- 
cates, who pushed for a 
more permanent solution. 


“We can finally take 
a breath knowing that 
student loan payments 
will be paused again,’ said 
Wisdom Cole, NAACP 
Youth & College national 
director. 

But true relief would only 
come with the cancellation 
of student loan debt, Cole 
said. 

“To provide financial 
relief during omicron, 
cancel student debt,” he 
said. “To boost the econ- 
omy, cancel student debt. 
To address the racial wealth 
gap, cancel student debt.” 

Meanwhile, in October, 
the administration relaxed 
the rules for the student 
loan forgiveness program it 
has in place already, ditch- 
ing some of the tough- 
est requirements around 
the program that was 
launched in 2007 to steer 
more college graduates into 
public service. 

Biden said that he was 
also asking all student loan 
borrowers to “do their part 
as well.” 

He said they should take 
full advantage of Education 
Department resources as 
they prepare for payments 
to resume, look at options 
to lower payments through 
income-based repayment 
plans, explore public service 
loan forgiveness, and “make 
sure you are vaccinated and 
boosted when eligible.” 
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Carmen Gran Decoy By Duckhorn Justin Cabernet Conundrum 
Reserva Cabernario Cabernet Mascota Vineyards Paso Robles Samuel Robert Winery _ Red California Iter Chardonnay 
Cabernet 2018 No.8 Cabernet California 750ml Unanime 2017 California 750ml Pinot Noir Vintner’s 750ml California 2019 
Chile 750ml Sauvignon 2019 1 © 99 Argentina 750ml 24.99 Reserve Willamette 7 g 99 California 750ml 
Chile 750ml Oregon 750ml 
MIX 6 OR MORE 34-99% 46-98% 
SuIEIe Dawe 49.98" WHEN YOU BUY 2 
45-98% 
** No further discount available 
— | = Made by 
— i - Winemaker 
3 of the Year 
a \ M sate Tony Biagi 
pen SUCKLING DYNAMICS 
‘St Hie 
Sinot Grigio | 
“OMA COAST SONOMA-CUTRER W = | ti, vg : / y 
SONOMA cont WHITEHAVEN “= a” ance 
eee sa cee | BORRASCA 
7 la mia 
‘yn =s ~ f ; 
= GE Qe Ly — 
La Crema Sonoma-Cutrer Whitehaven Santa Margherita Olema Rose Cotes Chateau d’Esclans La Vostra Prosecco 
Chardonnay Chardonnay Sauvignon Blanc Pinot Grigio De Provence 2020 Whispering Angel Italy 750ml Borrasca 
Sonoma Coast Sonoma Coast New Zealand 750ml Italy 750ml France 750ml Rose France 750ml Premium Cuvee 
California 750ml California 750ml 
17.99 19.99 19.99 MIX 6 OR MORE ie 
17.99 19.99 MIX 6 OR MORE Single btl 43-48 
Single btl 46-98 


Gifts that lift spirits 





Grey Goose Bombarda Falconet McFarlane’s Reserve Shimauta 5 Yr 
1,751. 8 Yr Rum 750ml 12 Yr Bourbon 750ml Ryukyu Whisky 
49.99 750ml 
MIX 6 OR MORE MIX 6 OR MORE 
Single btl 42.98 Single btl 99-98 MIX 6 OR MORE 
Single btl 54-98 


when you mix or match 6 or more 750ml and 
1.5L wines or 750ml or larger spirits. 
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Johnnie Walker Duncan Taylor 


Black 1.75L Blended Scotch 18 
Yr Scotch 750ml 
59.99 
MIX 6 OR MORE 
Single btl 69-98 


24-98* 





Avion Reserva 
44 750ml 


129.99 


Patron Silver 
750ml 


42.99 


Fill your sleigh with 


gifts © savings 


° Stocking stuffers ¢ Gift Cards 
¢ Gift baskets «. Novelty Gifts 


¢ Spirits gift sets 

Excludes items with prices ending in 9. Cannot be combined with i ae 
any other Total Wine & More WINE or SPIRITS Promotion or 

Case Discount. Offer valid in CT only. Not valid on previous purchases. 
Valid in-store, on the Total Wine app or at TotalWine.com. 





Explore 2 stores in 
Northern Connecticut or 
visit TotalWine.com 


Prices valid 12/23/2021-12/30/2021. “Indicates future prices following conclusion of this promotion. Prices in this ad are our regular prices and will remain in effect into the following month, unless the state’s minimum 


MANCHESTER 

Plaza at Buckland Hills 
1480 Pleasant Valley Rd 
Manchester, CT 06042 


WEST HARTFORD 
Corbin’s Corner 

1451 New Britain Ave 
West Hartford, CT 06110 


WE’RE HIRING 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


Apply in store or online at 
TotalWine.com/Careers 
Equal Opportunity Employer 


price changes. Many quantities are limited and we reserve the right to limit quantities. Beer prices plus deposit. Total Wine & More is not responsible for typographical or human error or supplier price increases. Prices may vary. 
Rebate offers vary. While supplies last. Limit one offer per transaction. Rebate offers valid in-store only, see store for details. Products while supplies last. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Total Wine & More is a registered 
trademark of RSSI. © 2021 Retail Services & Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. Please drink responsibly. Use a designated driver. 
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WORLD & NATION 


NEWS BRIEFING 


US border agency 
authorized to clean up 
wall construction sites 


From news services 


PHOENIX — US. Customs 
and Border Protection has 
been authorized to start 
cleaning up construction sites 
and close small gaps in the 
southern border wall nearly 
a year after President Joe 
Biden took office and ordered 
building to stop. 

Homeland Security Secre- 
tary Alejandro Mayorkas said 
in a statement this week that 
wall building projects begun 
by the Defense Department 
within the Border Patrol’s 
sectors in California, Arizona 
and parts of Texas will be 
turned over to his agency so 
any safety and environmental 
concerns can be addressed. 

Work will include install- 
ing drainage systems to 
prevent flooding, erosion 
control and slope stabili- 
zation, construction and 
improvement of access 
roads and removal of building 
materials that will no longer 
be used. 

It was unclear when 
cleanup and any remediation 
work will begin. 

CBP will also close any 
gaps that remain from prior 
construction and finish work 
on incomplete gates, includ- 
ing inoperable storm gates 
that need to open during the 
rainy season. 

Mayorkas said the Biden 
administration is still calling 
on Congress to cancel any 
remaining border wall fund- 
ing left over from former 
President Donald Trump’s 
time in office and instead 
fund technology and other 
kinds of border security 
measures it considers more 
effective. 


High court special session: 
The Supreme Court says it 
will hold a special session 
next month to hear argu- 
ments on the Biden admin- 
istration’s vaccine or 
testing requirement for 
large employers and a sepa- 


rate vaccine requirement 
for healthcare workers, an 
announcement that comes 
amid rising coronavirus 
cases. 

The high court announced 
late Wednesday that it would 
hear arguments in the cases 
on Jan. 7. The court had not 
been scheduled to hear cases 
again until Jan. 10. 

An appellate panel ruled 
Friday that the vaccine or 
testing regime for workers 
at larger companies could 
take effect. The plan requires 
workers at larger companies 
to be vaccinated or wear 
face masks and get tested 
weekly. The requirement 
could affect some 84 million 
U.S workers. The court will 
have to grapple with whether 
the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration has 
the authority to impose such 
a requirement. The require- 
ment had been scheduled to 
take effect Jan. 4. 

The court also will hear 
arguments over a rule 
published Nov. 5 by the 
Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid that applies to a 
wide range of health care 
providers that receive federal 
Medicare or Medicaid fund- 
ing. Itrequires their workers 
to receive the first dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine by Dec. 
6 and be fully vaccinated by 
Jan. 4. 

It was projected to affect 
more than 17 million work- 
ers in about 76,000 health 
care facilities as well as 
home health care providers. 
Decisions by lower courts 
have the mandate blocked in 
about half of states. 


Spain mask law: Span- 
ish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez is convening a 
special Cabinet meeting 
Thursday to pass a law by 
decree that makes it manda- 
tory to wear masks outdoors, 
amid a record surge in 
COVID-19 cases. 

Sanchez announced at 





Welcome back: People gather at sunrise Wednesday to celebrate the winter solstice at Stonehenge in Amesbury, England. The 
site allowed visitors on site for the first time since the coronavirus pandemic started. Stonehenge, a stone circle, believed to be 
4,500 years old, is a World Heritage site known for its alignment with the movements of the sun. FINNBARR WEBSTER/GETTY 


a meeting with the leaders 
of regional governments 
Wednesday that he was 
consenting to their appeals to 
extend mask-wearing rules, 
his office said. A decree-law 
does not require a debate and 
vote in parliament before 
taking effect. 

He also announced other 
measures, including an offer 
to deploy armed forces to 
help regions step up their 
vaccination rollout and put 
military hospital beds at their 
disposal if needed. 

Spain is reporting almost 
700 cases per 100,000 inhab- 
itants over 14 days, more 
than double the accumu- 
lated cases before last year’s 
Christmas holidays. The 
omicron strain has soared 
rom 5% of new cases in Spain 
to 47% within a one week. 

Vaccinations are credited 
with sparing many people 
from the virus’s worst effects. 
While in January some 
30,000 COVID-19 patients 
were in the hospital in Spain, 
now it’s fewer than 8,000. 


Chinese city in lockdown: 
China on Wednesday 








ordered the lockdown of as 
many as 13 million people in 
neighborhoods and work- 
places in the northern city 
of Xi’an following a spike 
in coronavirus cases, weeks 
before the country hosts the 
Winter Olympic Games. 

State media reported that 
city officials ordered all resi- 
dents to stay home unless 
they had a pressing reason 
to go out and suspended all 
transport to and from the city 
apart from special cases. 

The order was to last 
indefinitely. 


Home for the holidays: Joe 
Biden will spend his first 
Christmas as president at the 
White House with family and 
is giving up his New Year’s 
tradition of sun and St. Croix 
for the chill of Delaware this 
year, his spokesperson said 
Wednesday. 

The decision to spend 
Christmas at the White 
House was unexpected 
from a president who heads 
home to Delaware for the 
weekend as often as possi- 
ble. Biden has suggested 
he’s uncomfortable with 





the trappings of life in the 
White House. 

The president will also 
eschew his family tradition 
of traveling to the U.S. Virgin 
Islands for the New Year’s 
holiday, atrip he’s made with 
his family nearly every year 
since 2008. White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki 
said he’ll spend some time 
between Christmas and New 
Year’s in Delaware. 


Harvard professor guilty: A 
Harvard University profes- 
sor charged with hiding his 
ties to a Chinese-run recruit- 
ment program was found 
guilty on all counts. 

Charles Lieber, 62, the 
former chair of Harvard’s 
department of chemis- 
try and chemical biology, 
had pleaded not guilty to 
two counts of filing false 
tax returns, two counts of 
making false statements, 
and two counts of failing to 
file reports for a foreign bank 
account in China. 

The jury deliberated for 
less than three hours before 
announcing the verdict Tues- 
day following five days of 





testimony in Boston federal 
court. 

Prosecutors argued that 
Lieber, who was arrested 
in January, knowingly hid 
his involvement in China’s 
Thousand Talents Plan — a 
program designed to recruit 
people with knowledge of 
foreign technology and intel- 
lectual property to China — 
to protect his career and 
reputation. 

Lieber denied his involve- 
ment during inquiries from 
U.S. authorities, including 
the National Institutes of 
Health, which had provided 
him with millions of dollars 
in research funding, prosecu- 
tors said. 

Lieber also concealed his 
income from the Chinese 
program, including $50,000 
a month from the Wuhan 
University of Technology, 
up to $158,000 in living 
expenses and over $1.5 
million in grants, according 
to prosecutors. In exchange, 
they say, Lieber agreed to 
publish articles, organize 
conferences and apply for 
patents on behalf of the 
Chinese university. 
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AVAILABLE . — 


Remember 
the Time 


Commemorate a historic day or 
a special moment in your own 
life with a page print from our 

archives. 


SAVE THOUSANDS 


NO MIINIMUM. NO MAXIMUM. THIS IS ONE OF OUR 


BEST DEALS EVER ADVERTISED. IN-HOUSE INSTALLER 
SolarZone TG2 Elite Triple $27, 000 - S7 0, 000 


Pane, Double Strength 
Glass With Low-E Earning Potential 


based on competency and skill level 





Argon Gas Filled 


NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


Are you looking for a great career 
opportunity with NO college debt? Are you 
energetic, handy and willing to learn? 
Come train as an in-house installer with us. 
You will be provided with the training and 
tools necessary to install windows, patio 
doors, entry and storm doors. 


HEALTH INSURANCE, PAID 
VACATION, PAID HOLIDAYS 


¢ Develop basic carpentry skills 

¢ Develop experience using a metal brake 
¢ Obtain industry certifications 

¢ Develop experience using power tools 

¢ Full-time, steady 40-hour work week 

¢ Local, family owned business 


oy. RLU re) y-\ @ieom.\ 1h ¢ 


FREE VIRTUAL OR IN-HOME CONSULATIONS 
Shop now at 


courant.com/moment 8 6 O ™ 5 1 2 ™ 8 4. 9 6 


or call (866) 545-3534 


Energy Efficient 
Triple Pane Delivers 
Thermal Break 


Patented Duralite 
Spacer System 
Improves Argon 
Gas Performance 


Foam Insulated 


Frame « Feel 
The Difference 


MADE IN 
WARRANTY A 


INCLUDING GLASS 
BREAKAGE 


Hartford Courant 


“Prior sales excluded. Expires 12/31/21. Cannot be all with 
STORE 


other offers. See representative for more details 
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Serving most of the state of Connecticut 


This Window World® Franchise is independently owned and operated by Window World of Connecticut LLC under license from Window World Inc. CT Lic. # 607051 “See your Window World sales 
representative for more information about our guaranteed lowest pricing and comparing up to 1/2 off the price of our competitors. *0% APR financing with approved credit through Wells Fargo Bank. 
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: HOME SERVICES 





FURNACE 
TUNE-UP 


10 A/C TUNE-UP 
TO PRICE! NEXT SPRING* 


*EXPIRES 12/31/21. CALL FOR DETAILS. 


BLACK FRIDAY 


— TOTAL HEATING EVENT —— 





BEST. DEAL. EVER! 


| WITH PURCHASE OF A NEW HEATING | 
& COOLING SYSTEM 


REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 


YOU CHOOSE YOUR FREE UPGRADE: eS 


~ Brand New Water Heater — Purified Indoor Air Solutions = 
© Brand New Humidifier © And SOMUCH MORE! — 
GENERAC —— 





LIMITED TIME ONLY! Offer Expires 12/31/21 
' PROTECT YOUR SYSTEMS ALL YEAR | 
! TUNE-UP SPRING : 
TUNE-UP : 
NO BREAKDOWN GUARANTEE | 


CALLFOR DETAILS. 177.2 | of TEM 20) 9) 47, A : Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
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Need a last-minute gift? 
Smaller stores can help 


From toys to lingerie, independent retailers stocked up and ‘got you covered’ 


By Mae Anderson 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — After a wearying nearly 
two years of the pandemic, independent 
retailers are cautiously hoping their holi- 
day seasons will be bright, despite the chal- 
lenges this year ranging from supply chain 
snags to shortages of hot holiday items. 

Many businesses ordered decorations, 
toys, stocking stuffers and other items well 
in advance this year and have turned to 
smaller vendors to fill in any gaps in their 
inventory. They’ve reached out directly 
to customers on social media. And they’re 
hoping that shortages at bigger stores stem- 
ming from supply chain issues this year will 
lead to a burst of last-minute shopping in 
their stores. 

So far, worries about omicron and rising 
cases haven’t made a measurable dent on 
holiday shopping. For the week that ended 
Dec. 18, store traffic was up nearly 20% 
from a year earlier, though down 23% from 
the same week in the pre-pandemic year of 
2019, according to Sensormatic Solutions. 


nd ' is Ts 


But there’s still time to shop. 

Small retailers are hoping they can 
capture some of the expected growth in 
holiday sales. The holiday shopping season 
is crucial because it can account for 20% 
or more of annual sales for retailers, and 
boosts store traffic and new customers. The 
National Retail Federation predicts a sales 
increase of 8.5% to 10.5% for all of Novem- 
ber and December, after 8% growth in those 
months in 2020. 

That’s put pressure on the global supply 
chain, leaving business owners scrambling 
to stock up on the products consumers 
want. 

Last December, vendors warned Teresa 
Pries that shipping costs would be on the 
rise. So Pries, owner of two Revival 23 
clothing and gift boutiques in Fresno and 
Clovis, California, took a gamble for this 
year: She ordered about four times what she 
normally would before the price increases 
kicked in. She also rented storage units for 
the first time to have room for the extra 
inventory. 

“Tt’s a little scary being a small business 





. 


investing so heavily, but it has really paid 
off, our customers are thrilled,” she said. 
“We thought OK, let’s go for it. It’s probably 
one of the best business decisions we had. 
Scary but good.” 

That gamble has paid off big time for 
Pries; her sales are up 90% compared with 
the same period last year. Now, her worry is 
less whether she bought too much, but the 
fact that she’s selling out of items. 

Businesses are hoping for asurge during 
the last few days before Christmas. 

Guido Campello, co-CEO of Journelle, 
operates four lingerie stores, three in New 
York City and one in Chicago. Journelle 
also has its own lingerie line. They stocked 
up about 35% more for the holidays. So far 
it has paid off, with sales up 30% over the 
Black Friday shopping weekend compared 
with a year ago. 

While sellouts are always an issue at the 
last minute, Campello says they’re putting 
the word out they'll have plenty of offerings. 
The store’s social advertising leading up to 
Christmas is communicating: “We have 
stock, we’ve got you covered.” 
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People shop at an outdoor market Nov. 26 in Caracas, Venezuela. Dollar prices have gone up about 40% from last year. ARIANA CUBILLOS/AP 


Grim holidays in Venezuela 


Government’s move to ease 
price controls threatens the 
celebrated ‘estrenos’ tradition 


By Regina Garcia Cano 


Associated Press 


CARACAS, Venezuela — Tradition 
dictates that Venezuelans, children and 
adults alike, wear brand new clothes on 
Christmas and New Year’s. Shirts, pants, 
dresses, stilettos and sneakers — all with 
that new smell and perfect, first-time fit. 
No wrinkles, stains or scratches allowed. 

But the dollar bills circulating all across 
the country might as well show the Grinch 
instead of Washington this year. The 
government’s loosening of controls on 
dollars may have made them easier to get, 
but it has also made them less valuable in 
Venezuelan shops, with dollar prices over- 
all about 40% above those last year. 

And that has threatened the tradition 
known as “estrenos,” or premieres — a prac- 
tice already badly eroded by Venezuela’s 
sharp, yearslong economic decline. 

Marelvy Mallarino lives in Maracaibo, 
once the heart of the country’s oil boom 
and now a victim of its bust. She had not 
stepped into a mall for years, but decided 


to visit one in Caracas, the capital, while 
visiting her sister. 

“Will it be enough? Won’t it be enough? 
We are counting the coins,” Mallarino said 
while waiting in an enormous line outside a 
store offering discounts on women’s shirts, 
shoes and denim on Black Friday. Venezu- 
elans call it that in English, too. 

One store offered fast-fashion heels, 
boots, wedges and sneakers discounted to 
$20 instead of $60. Headbands and other 
accessories were on sale for $1. At another 
store, cropped jeans for women were priced 
at $30, down from $100. 

Those may sound like bargains abroad, 
but the dollar prices were much higher than 
even a year ago, and largely out of reach for 
people like Mallarino, who lost her business 
when the country’s oil industry collapsed 
and now lives off of remittances sent by her 
children in Peru. 

When Venezuelan companies and the 
public sector were thriving more than a 
decade ago, employees would get hefty 
Christmas bonuses — often three times 
their monthly salary, all at once. 

That allowed families to buy new outfits 
for all, an imported Christmas tree and 
enough food for the traditional holiday 
spread. 

But the economy has shrunk by 75% 


since 2014 and the minimum wage for 
public employees and retirement payments 
has fallen to the equivalent of $2 a month. 
Monthly salaries in the private sector aver- 
age $75. That has pushed many to find side 
jobs, rely on remittances or leave the coun- 
try. 
In the past, for those who could get 
them, stable greenbacks were a safety net 
against the increasingly worthless bolivar 
as prices in the local currency rose by tens 
or hundreds of thousands of percentage 
points a year. 

People would wait for a day when the 
bolivar had fallen especially fast — quicker 
than stores could raise their prices — and 
change dollars into bolivars on the black 
market, where the rate was far more favor- 
able than the official one. They’d quickly 
spend those stacks of local currency. 

That’s all changed. 

The country’s socialist government 
has eased price controls, and two years 
ago, it abandoned its complicated efforts 
to restrict transactions in dollars. There’s 
now little difference between the official 
and black market exchange rates. 

And with dollars no longer frowned 
upon, some merchants don’t even bother 
giving prices in rapidly deteriorating boli- 
vars anymore. 


Yuengling’s tagline tiff with Bud Light ends 


By Michael Rubinkam 


Associated Press 


A trademark tiff between America’s 
oldest beer maker and America’s best-sell- 
ing beer brand appears to be over before it 
really began. 

Last week, D.G. Yuengling & Son, the 
nearly 200-year-old Pennsylvania-based 
brewer, demanded that its much larger 
rival, Anheuser-Busch, stop using a tagline 
for its forthcoming Bud Light Next zero- 
carb beer, noting it resembled one already 
trademarked by Yuengling. 

“Get ready for the next generation of 
beer,” read the Dec. 14 post from Bud Light’s 
Twitter account, according to a screenshot 
provided by Yuengling. The same graphic 


appeared on Bud Light’s Instagram and 
Facebook accounts that day, Yuengling said. 

Yuengling objected, pointing out its 
own low-carb brew — Flight, introduced 
in February 2020 — is marketed as the “next 
generation of light beer.” 

Yuengling registered that phrase with 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office more 
than a year ago. 

The brewer had a little fun with Bud 
Light, tweeting an image of a cartoon 
burglar — masked and lowered by ropes — 
pilfering Flight’s catchphrase. “We know 
imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, 
but this is going a bit too far,’ Yuengling 
tweeted at Bud Light. 

And then Yuengling got serious, sending 
the St. Louis-based beer giant a cease-and- 


desist letter. 

“Flight by Yuengling is one of our lead 
brands; it’s one of our fastest-growing 
brands,’ Yuengling spokesperson Paul 
Capelli said Wednesday. “We’ve created 
this great product, and if some other light 
beer takes our tagline and puts it on their 
brand, obviously that is extremely confus- 
ing for the consumer.” 

Anheuser-Busch did not issue a formal 
response to Yuengling, but this week, 
Yuengling officials saw that Bud Light had 
scrubbed its social media accounts of the 
disputed posts and replaced them with 
ones that teased, “Get ready for what’s 
next.” 

An email was sent to Anheuser-Busch on 
Wednesday seeking comment. 





Up to $100B 
stolen from 


relief funds, 


agency says 


By Jennifer McDermott 


Associated Press 


Nearly $100 billion at minimum has been 
stolen from COVID-19 relief programs set up 
to help businesses and people who lost their 
jobs due to the pandemic, the U.S. Secret 
Service said this week. 

The estimate is based on Secret Service 
cases and data from the Labor Department 
and the Small Business Administration, said 
Roy Dotson, the agency’s national pandemic 
fraud recovery coordinator. The Secret 
Service didn’t include COVID-19 fraud cases 
prosecuted by the Justice Department. 

While roughly 3% of the $3.4 trillion 
dispersed, the amount stolen from pandemic 
benefits programs shows “the sheer size of 
the pot is enticing to the criminals,’ Dotson 
said Tuesday. 

Most of that figure comes from unemploy- 
ment fraud. The Labor Department reported 
about $87 billion in unemployment bene- 
fits could have been paid improperly, with 
a significant portion attributable to fraud. 

The Secret Service said it has seized more 
than $1.2 billion while investigating unem- 
ployment insurance and loan fraud and has 
returned more than $2.3 billion of fraud- 
ulently obtained funds by working with 
financial partners and states to reverse trans- 
actions. 

The Secret Service says it has more than 
900 active criminal investigations into 
pandemic fraud, with cases in every state, 
and 100 people have been arrested so far. 

The Justice Department said last week 
that its fraud section had prosecuted over 
150 defendants in more than 95 criminal 
cases and had seized over $75 million in 
cash proceeds derived from fraudulently 
obtained Paycheck Protection Program 
funds, as well as numerous real estate prop- 
erties and luxury items purchased with the 
proceeds. 


EU plan targets 
shell companies 


BRUSSELS — The European Union’s 
executive arm proposed measures Wednes- 
day to better detect shell companies that do 
not carry out any real economic activities to 
prevent them from receiving tax advantages 
and crack down on their tax abuse. 

The European Commission said the 
directive, which needs to be approved by 
the bloc’s 27 member nations, would help 
national authorities identify shell compa- 
nies through a filtering system, analyzing 
criteria such as income, transactions and 
management. 

According to EU estimates, tax dodging 
causes the bloc to lose up to $1.13 trillion in 
income each year. 

Once adopted, the rules would take effect 
Jan. 1, 2024. 


Existing home 
sales rise again 


Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes 
rose for the third consecutive month in 
November, reflecting strong demand, low 
mortgage rates and intense competition for 
arelatively few number of properties on the 
market. 

Existing homes sales rose 1.9% last month 
from October to a seasonally-adjusted 
annual rate of 6.46 million units, the National 
Association of Realtors said Wednesday. 
That’s the fastest pace since January, but 
below the 6.51 million units that economists 
had been expecting, according to FactSet. 

Sales fell 2% from November last year, 
when they surged as buyers who had held 
off during the early days of the pandemic 
jumped back into the market. Through the 
first 11 months of this year, U.S. home sales 
are up 10% from the same stretch of 2020. 


Existing home sales 


Scale in millions 
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NOV. D S O NOV. 
2020 2021 
SOURCE: National Association of Realtors TNS 
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Aworker pushes shopping carts at a Walmart store in La Habra, Calif. JAEC. HONG/AP 2013 


California sues Walmart over 
disposal of hazardous waste 


By Don Thompson 


Associated Press 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
— Retail giant Walmart 
illegally dumps more than 
1 million batteries, aero- 
sol cans of insect killer 
and other products, toxic 
cleaning supplies, elec- 
tronic waste, latex paints 
and other hazardous waste 
into California landfills 
each year, state prosecu- 
tors alleged this week ina 
lawsuit that the company 
labeled “unjustified.” 

“As we shop the brightly 
packed aisles, there are 
products that will never 
make it into the cart — 
returned, damaged or 
pulled from the shelves for 
a variety of reasons,” said 
California Attorney General 
Rob Bonta. 

The attorney gener- 
al’s office settled a previ- 
ous similar lawsuit in 2010 
in which Walmart, which 
operates more than 300 
stores in California, paid 
$25 million and agreed 
to stop the dumping into 
local landfills that are not 
equipped to contain the 
hazardous products. 

It paid $1.25 million to 
Missouri in 2012 to settle a 


similar lawsuit. 


And in 2013, the company 
pleaded guilty to six federal 
misdemeanors of negli- 
gently discharging a 
pollutant into drains in 16 
California counties, part 
of an $81 million deal that 
also included charges in 
Missouri. 

Company spokesman 
Randy Hargrove said 
Walmart will fight the 
“unjustified lawsuit” filed 
Monday. 

“The state is demanding a 
level of compliance regard- 
ing waste disposal from our 
stores of common house- 
hold products and other 
items that goes beyond 
what is required by law,’ 
Hargrove said. He said a 
judge was ready to sign 
off in 2018 on Walmart’s 
compliance under the 2010 
settlement until the attor- 
ney general’s office started 
a new investigation with 
“new rules” in abid to force 
anew settlement. 

More than 3,800 audits 
overseen by the attorney 
general’s office since 2010 
found that Walmart’s trash 
compactors “contain at 
most 0.4% of items of poten- 
tial concern,” compared to 
a statewide average of 3%. 

Bonta said Walmart’s 
own inspections show it 


illegally disposes of nearly 
80 tons of such waste each 
year, which his office esti- 
mated amounts to more 
than 1 million individual 
items. 

“Pesticides, electron- 
ics, household hazardous 
waste must be disposed 
of properly, or they can be 
released into our air, our 
water and soil resulting 
in a number of negative 
health outcomes — includ- 
ing cancer, neurological 
disorders, asthma or learn- 
ing disabilities,” Califor- 
nia Department of Toxic 
Substances Control Direc- 
tor Meredith Williams 
said at a news conference 
announcing the lawsuit. 

The state did 58 inspec- 
tions in 13 counties of trash 
compactors taken from 
Walmart stores from 2015 
to this year. In every case 
they found dozens of prod- 
ucts that count as hazard- 
ous waste, medical waste 
or customer records with 
personal information, 
Bonta said. 

By contrast with 
Walmart, Bonta said other 
large retailers have disposal 
practices that comply with 
state laws “to different 
degrees, some with great 


compliance.” 


MARKET RUNDOWN 


DOW 
35,753.89 +261.19 






Thursday, December 23, 2021 


10-YR T-BOND 
1.46% -.02 





Dow Jones industrials 
Close: 35,753.89 
Change: 


FUELS 


261.19 (0.7%) Crude Oil (bbl) 


METALS 


Gold (0z) 
Silver (0z) 


Natural Gas (mm btu) 
Unleaded Gas (gal) 





GOLD 
$1,801.60 +13.70 
Commodities 
CLOSE PREV. YTD 
72.76 71.12 +49.96% 
3.98 3.87 +56.60% 
2.17 2.15 +52.27% 
CLOSE _—~PREV. YTD 
1,801.60 1,787.90 -4.83% 
22.79 22.50 -13.44% 


(Previous and change figures reflect current contract.) 


Foreign Exchange 


Money Rates 


ForExin U.S.S PREV. 
U.S. $ in ForEx CLOSE WK. 
Britain 1.3359 .7486 | Prime rate 3.25 3.25 
; Canada .7786 1.2843 | 3-mo.T-Bill 0.08 0.06 
Domestic Indexes China .1570 6.3701 | 6-mo. T-Bill 0.16 0.13 
Euro 1.1332 .8825 | 5-yrT-Note 1.23 1.26 
pon ou YTD | Japan 008758 114.18 | 10-yr T-Note 1.46 1.46 
DOW Indus. 35,753.89  +261.19  +16.82% | Mexico .048205 20.7450 | 30-yrT-Bond 1.85 1.85 
DOW Trans. 15,961.74 -1.41  +27.62% 
DOW Util. 956.38 +6.28  +10.61% Global Markets 
NYSE Comp. 16,874.88  +130.61  +16.18% ; 3 
Nasdaq Comp. 15,521.89  +180.80  +20.43% CLOSE CHG. %CHG. %YTD 
S&P 500 4,696.56 +47.33  +25.04% | Frankfurt 15,593.47 +146.03 +.95% +13.67% 
S&P 400 2,776.56 +25.89  +20.37% | London 7,341.66 +44.25 +.61% +13.64% 
Wilshire 5000 47,844.53 +452.43 +21.26% | HongKong 23,102.33 +131.00 +.57% -15.16% 
Russell 2000 2,221.90 +18.95  +12.51% | Nikkei 28,562.21 +4462 +.16% +4.07% 
Stocks of Local Interest 
YTD YTD 
STOCK (TICKER) CLOSE CHG. %CHG | STOCK (TICKER) CLOSE CHG. %CHG 
AMC Entertainment A (AMC) 28.68 -1.62 +1252.8 | Lucid Group Inc (LCID) 38.70 +.68 +44.2 
AT&T Inc (T) 24.78 +.31  -13.8 | MGM Resorts Intl (MGM) 45.28 +47 +43.7 
Acasti Pharma Inc (ACST) 1.69 +.58  -35.0 | Magellan Health Inc (MGLN) 94.69 +.11 +14.3 
Adv Micro Dev (AMD) 143.88 -37 +56.9 | Meta Platforms Inc(FB) 330.45. --3.75.~—- +21.0 
Reroat (a: (AERC) ae Bas i Meten Holding Group (METX)  .26 “86.9 
be oe “99-9 | MetLife Inc (MET 0. +, +29.7 
American Airlines Gp (AAL) 18.26 +14 +158 | jprvewn tech emus a an 
Amer Virtual Cloud (AVCT) 2.50 +.64 -65.3],.. 
Microsoft Corp (MSFT) 333.20 +5.91 +49.8 
Amphenol Corp (APH) 83.99 +.93 . . : 
Annaly Capital Mgmt (NLY) 814 +.08 3.7 Norwegian Cruise Ln (NCLH) 22.62 +.43 ~~ -11.0 
Apple Inc (AAPL) 175.64 +2.65  +32.4 | Novartis AG (NVS) 86.31 +32 -8.6 
Avangrid Inc (AGR) 48.36 +.42 +6.4 Nvidia Corporation (NVDA) 294.00 +3.25 +125.2 
Bank of America (BAC) 44.28 +.09  +46.1 | Otis Worldwide Corp (OTIS) 84.31 +.13 +24.8 
Barnes Group (B) 45.88 +.20 -9.5 | Palantir Technol (PLTR) 18.88 -.02 -19.8 
Biofrontera Inc (BFRI) 10.50  -.53 +138.1 | Peloton Interactive (PTON) 37.78 -1.41  -75.1 
BlackBerry Ltd (BB) 9.41 +.16 +41.9 | Peoples Utd Frncl (PBCT) 17.22 +.12 +33.2 
Booking Holdings (BKNG) 2385.18 +19.43 — +7.1 | Pfizer Inc (PFE) 59.55 +.60 +61.8 
Brist Myr Sqb (BMY) 62.10 +.65 +.1 | Pitney Bowes (PBI) 6.56 +.03 +6.5 
CVS Health Corp (CVS) 100.90 +.11 +47.7 | prudential Fncl (PRU) 106.91 +.94 +36.9 
Carnival Corp (CCL) 21.25  +.71 — -1.9 | pub Svc Ent Gp (PEG) 64.60 +.29 +108 
Carrier Global Corp (CARR) 52.52 +.54  +39.2 | Raytheon Technolog (RTX) 84.07 +.39+17.6 
Charter Communic (CHTR) 639.79  -4.54 -3.3 

Rogers Corp (ROG) 273.38 +2.50 +76.0 
Cigna Corp (Cl) 222.33 +2.09 +6.8 ; 

; SS&C Technlogies (SSNC) 81.40 +.49 +11.9 
Cisco Syst (CSCO) 61.53 +.50 +37.5 : oil a ; cae ane 
Comcast Corp A(CMCSA) 49.03. +.17. ~—-6.4 | S¢aChange Intl Inc (SEAC) 96 
ContextLogic Inc (WISH) 3.48  -.06 —-80.9 | Society Pass Inc (SOPA) 16.31 +5.68 —-66.2 
Disney (DIS) 151.88 +.83 -16.2 | SOFi Technologies (SOFI) 14.99 +.02 -33.8 
EMCOR Group Inc (EME) 124.46 +1.94 +36.1 | Sthwstn Energy (SWN) 4.53 +.04 +52.0 
Energy Transfer L.P. (ET) 8.21 +.03 +32.8 | Stanley Black & Deck (SWK) 178.99 —-.25 +.2 
Ensysce Biosciences (ENSC) 4.84 +1.60  -66.4 | Starwood Prop Trust (STWD) 24.53 +.11 +27.1 
Ethan Allen (ETD) 25.19 +.37 +24.6 | Sundial Growers Inc (SNDL) 66 +.03 +38.2 
See ai (ES) 89.35 +.39 +3.3 | Terex Corp (TEX) 42.82 +.09 +22.7 
Ford Motor (F 20.14 +.53  +129.1 | Tesla Inc (TSLA) 1008.87 +70.34  +43.0 
FuelCell Energy (FCEL) 6.40  -.01  -42.7 | Travelers Cos (TRV) 154.69 -83 +10.2 
ee) 203.76 +.47 — +36.9 | Uber Technologies (UBER) 43.02 +1.05 -15.6 
Ce 93.07 +01 +8.0 | United Rentals (URI) 325.67 -3.28 +40.4 
Hartford Fn Sv (HIG) 67.63 +.09 +381]|,. 

UnitedHealth Group (UNH) 494.13 +6.92 +40.9 
Honeywell Intl (HON) 201.84 +17 -51|~. 
. ; Virtus Invest (VRTS) 291.09 +1.85 +341 
Horizon Tech Fin (HRZN) 15.67 -03 +18.4 . ‘al 
Infosys Ltd (INFY) 24.53 +.31 +44.7 Voya Financia (VOYA) 67.38 +4.13 +14.6 
Intel Corp (INTC) 50.97 +.20 +2.3 Webster Financial (WBS) 54.67 +.73  +29.7 
Kaman (KAMN) 42.03 +.24 ~~ -26.4 | White Mtns Insur (WTM) 1018.91 +5.91 +1.8 
Keycorp (KEY) 22.66 -03 +38.1 | World Wrestling Ent (WWE) 47.75 — +.16 -.6 
Kinder Morgan Inc (KMI) 15.57. -09  +13.9 | XPO Logistics Inc (XPO) 74.39 +1.40 +7.3 
Lincoln Natl Corp (LNC) 66.30 +.72 +31.8 | Xerox Holdings Corp (XRX) 21.89  +.52 -5.6 
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PepsiCo to expand its US 
food aid program globally 


By Glenn Gamboa 


Associated Press 


At the start of the 
pandemic, the need for the 
food that Jaron Bargani- 
er’s nonprofit provides to 
children throughout Texas 
exploded. 

Many children lost the 
free breakfasts and lunches 
they had received at their 
schools, which were closed 
because of the COVID-19 
outbreak. What’s more, 
Barganier’s nonprofit, Be 
a Champion, lost its access 
to those schools — and, 
more important to the food 
supplies, their refrigerators 
and freezers — as distribu- 
tion hubs. With demand 
having more than tripled to 
about 100,000 meals a day, 
Barganier turned for help to 
The PepsiCo Foundation’s 
Food for Good. 

“They basically created 
a way for us to serve our 
kids outside,” said Barga- 
nier, Be a Champion’s CEO. 
“When they learned some 
of these families don’t even 
have access to refrigera- 
tion at home, they created a 
shelf-stable menu of prod- 
ucts.” 

The PepsiCo Founda- 
tion says that as it built out 
its Food For Good program 
across the U.S., it focused 
on individual communi- 
ties’ needs. And it plans 
to continue that focus as 
it expands Food For Good 
around the world, hoping 
to feed 50 million people by 
2030. 

Jon Banner, president of 
the PepsiCo Foundation and 
executive vice president of 
PepsiCo global communi- 
cations, said the company 
and its philanthropic arm 
want to combat the world’s 
hunger crisis, which was 
severely exacerbated by the 
pandemic. 

“Roughly 800 million 
people around the world 
suffer from hunger,” Banner 
said. “It’s a tragedy that 
doesn’t need to happen. We 
had made so much progress, 
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Portia Thomas packs boxes at The PepsiCo Foundation’s 
Food for Good warehouse in Austin, Texas. The Texas-based 
nonprofit Be a Champion is getting help from the foundation 
to feed people locally and globally. HOLT HAYNSWORTH 2018 


but I think, in one year, the 
pandemic has set us back 15 
years.” 

The PepsiCo Foundation 
has pledged $100 million in 
new food security initiatives 
and sustainable agriculture 
development by 2030. It has 
also expanded its work with 
the United Nations World 
Food Program, pledging 
additional money to create a 
multicountry partnership in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa to secure food for 
regions affected by climate 
change. 

Banner said PepsiCo’s 
agronomists and supply 
chain experts work with 
farmers around the world 
to try to increase their crop 
yields and make them more 
sustainable, which benefits 
both the businesses and the 
communities. 

The leveraging of 
PepsiCo business knowl- 
edge for its foundation’s 
nonprofit partners will 
continue both in the United 
States and internationally. 

Silvia Cruz-Vargas, The 
PepsiCo Foundation’s 
director of international 
programs, said the organi- 
zation has similar goals in 
all its markets. 

“We talk about access 
to food security, access 
to water and access to 
economic opportunity as 
our three main pillars,” 
she said. “One goes hand- 


in-hand with the other 
ones when you are able to 
cover the most basic needs 
of those communities in 
which we live and work.” 

Expanding the Food For 
Good program globally will 
combine what the founda- 
tion has learned with its 
Access to Water initiatives 
in the past 12 years with 
what it has learned in Amer- 
ica in its food programs, 
Cruz-Vargas said. But 
one thing the foundation 
has learned is that every 
community is different. 

Be a Champion’s Barga- 
nier said Food For Good’s 
operational help has already 
directed his nonprofit to 
expand to new areas. 

Founded in 2001 to help 
underprivileged youth 
in the Houston area, Be a 
Champion started with 
in-school tutoring and 
afterschool programs, as 
well as college outreach 
to introduce teenagers to 
university campus life. The 
nonprofit expanded into 
the distribution of food to 
the students once it real- 
ized how many of them 
weren’t getting enough to 
eat. That led to its partner- 
ship with PepsiCo’s Food 
for Good in 2015 and helped 
Be a Champion grow into 
Texas’ second-largest 
nonprofit meal provider, 
offering millions of meals 
each year. 
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Savings WENT 


ZS B 


Body Only 


$1,299.95° 


24-50mm Lens Kit 


$1,599.95° 


FTZ Lens Adapter 


with any Z series 
Mirrorless Camera 
purchase. 


$149.95° 


NIKKOR® Z LENSES 
The front line of 
the lens revolution. 


STAND-ALONE LENS 
INSTANT SAVINGS 


+100 
+100 





After 


+100 


After 


Instant 
Savings" 


After 


Instant 
Savings" 


purchase. 


Instant 
Savings® 


with any Z series 
Mirrorless Camera 


$199.95° 








After 
Instant 
$50 Savings® 











Was Now _nstant Savings Was Now _ Instant Savings 
NIKKORZMC 50mm f/2.8 %649 $599 § $50* =NIKKORZ14-30mmf/4S —- $4,299 $4,099 200° 
NIKKORZ 85mm f/1.85 $7999" $6999 $100" NIKKORZ14-24mm f/2.8S 2,399 $2,199  $200* 
NIKKORZ 24mm f/1.85 $9999 sgg999° = $100" = NIKKORZ 70-200mm f2.8VR $2,599 $2,399  $200* 
NIKKOR Z 20mm f/1.85 $1,049 $949 100° 





Purchase the NIKKOR Z 24- 
50mm f/4-6.3 lens together 
with the Nikon Z 5, Z 6, Z 6Ill, 
Z7,Z7\l or Z 9 Body Only and 
receive the below Instant 
Savings on the lens: 





$299.95* 


pa 
$100 savings 


Purchase the NIKKOR Z 24- 
70mm f/4 S lens together with 
the Nikon Z 5 or Z 9 Body Only 
and receive the below Instant 
Savings on the lens: 





$599.95* 


After 


5400 savings: 

















ad CAMERA 
f4 BAR 


Mi Nikon Authorized Dealer 


Www.camerabar.com 


75 Asylum Street © Hartford, CT 06103 
860-525-2159 Convenient Parking Nearby : 
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-2pm OF 


Purchase the NIKKOR Z 24- 
200mm f/4-6.3 lens together 
with the Nikon Z 5, Z 6, Z 6Il, 
Z7,Z7\l or Z 9 Body Only and 
receive the below Instant 
Savings on the lens: 





$799.95* 


pin 
$100 savings 


f 


* Instant Savings valid December 1, 2021 through January 2, 2022. *All prices are suggested retail price. Actual selling 
offer is determined by each dealer at the time of sale. All prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 
Instant Savings Offers do not apply to any used, refurbished or reconditioned products. Quantities are limited to 
in-stock merchandise only. Images are for illustrative purposes only. Nikon is not responsible for printing or 


typographical errors. 


All Nikon products include Nikon Inc. USA limited warranty. ©2021 Nikon Inc. 
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Pope Francis attends a meeting with priests, seminarians and catechists earlier this year at St. Martin’s Cathedral in Bratislava, Slovakia. GREGORIO BORGIA/AP 





Ross Douthat 


This has been a turbulent Advent season 
at our Catholic parish. My family and I 
attend a church in New Haven, Connecti- 
cut, St. Mary’s, that was in the care of the 
Dominican friars for 135 years. But now no 
longer, because the Archdiocese of Hart- 
ford decided that its plans to consolidate 
New Haven’s parishes — a slew of lovely, 
fading churches in no-longer-very-Cath- 
olic neighborhoods — required using St. 
Mary’s and its attached residence as a 
hub for the archdiocese’s priests, which, 
in turn, required moving the Dominicans 
somewhere else. 

The order, for whom our church has 
been a home for generations, preferred not 
to be shunted elsewhere. So after a nego- 
tiation carried on in a very Catholic style 
— meaning that the laypeople of the parish 
were barely informed it was going on — we 
received the announcement from on high 
that our priests would simply be departing. 

It was a pretty brutal experience, but our 
church, I hope, will survive the trauma and 
thrive under its new pastors. 

For the archdiocese, though, the 
outcome seems like folly. 

The painful consolidation of parishes 
reflects, among other things, increasing 
shortages of priests. 

But the Dominican Order in the eastern 
United States is flourishing, with many 


priests and vocations. So if, as seems likely, 
most of the Dominicans depart Connecti- 
cut entirely, for the sake of taking over 

one particularly lovely and well-situated 
church the archdiocese will have cost itself 
exactly the thing it needs most — minis- 
ters of the sacraments and preachers of the 
gospel. 

This personal experience has tended to 
confirm my general sense that the leaders 
of my faith have — how to put this chari- 
tably — no clear idea what they’re doing. 
They are in a difficult position, manag- 
ing decline and transformation, but even 
judged by that gentle standard they are 
failing. 

And I think it’s getting worse. Even 
compared with 10 years ago, today’s off- 
cial Christian leadership feels more at sea, 
more subsumed into partisan identities — 
the “Christian right” as a fellow traveler of 
populist paranoias, the “Christian left” as 
a handmaiden to progressivism’s secu- 
lar revivalism — and more baffled about 
how to handle the continuing reality of 
Christian disaffiliation, the bigger-picture 
versions of our Connecticut dilemmas. 

In evangelical Christianity the figures I 
would have identified as emerging leaders 
have been caught up in the circular firing 
squads of the Trump era. Pope Francis 
was, for a brief moment, bigger than the 
church’s liberal-conservative divide, but by 
now his pontificate has succumbed to the 
deck-chairs-on-the-Titanic spirit of church 
bureaucracies, conducting a mind-numb- 
ing “synod on synodality” while waging 
a pointless war on the church’s tradition- 
alists. God help us, even Jerry Falwell to 
Jerry Falwell Jr. is a study in decline. 


This leadership deficit has focused some 
Christian intellectuals on the idea that help 
can come from outside, that the energy 
of culturally conservative politics can be 
used to save the church. (For instance: If 
the Catholic hierarchy of France is pushing 
through a banal modernization of Notre 
Dame, why shouldn’t the French people 
elect a right-wing president who will inter- 
vene instead?) And they regard the recent 
ascent of progressive ideology as a model 
for Christians to study — as a worldview 
with clear religious energy and strong 
dogmatic beliefs that’s become dominant 
first by gaining elite power rather than 
through some surge of mass conversion. 

Part of their vision is correct. A more 
fully Christian politics would be a power- 
ful witness for the faith. Political power 
can lay the social foundations for religious 
growth. And a healthy church inevitably 
generates a “cultural Christianity” that 
draws in cynical and halfhearted figures as 
well as true believers. 

But when the church itself is unhealthy 
or poorly led, a plan to start its revital- 
ization with secular political actors and 
cultural Christianity — with Donald 
Trump and Eric Zemmour, presumably — 
seems destined for disappointment. 

And here I think the analogy to the new 
progressivism especially fails. What gets 
called “wokeness” is particularly powerful 
among elites, yes, but the shift in attitudes 
on, say, racism is broader than that; if simi- 
lar numbers of previously secular Amer- 
icans were suddenly endorsing Christian 
doctrine we would rightly call it a revival. 
Well before it began to impose itself on the 
doubtful and reluctant, the new progres- 


sivism ascended — first within the church- 
like structures of academia, and then in 
liberal culture more broadly — precisely 
because it had conviction on its side, as 
against the more careerist and soulless 
aspects of liberal meritocracy. 

Social justice activists did not triumph, 
in other words, by first getting an opportu- 
nistically woke politician elected president 
and having her impose their doctrines by 
fiat. Their cultural advance has had polit- 
ical assistance, but it began with that most 
ancient power — the power of belief. 

Which is also how Christian renewal has 
usually proceeded in the past. The politi- 
cally powerful play a part, the half-believ- 
ing come along, but it was the Dominicans 
and Franciscans who made the High 
Middle Ages, the Jesuits who drove the 
Counter-Reformation, the apostles and 
martyrs who spread the faith before 
Roman emperors adopted it. 

It’s been that way from the very start. 
Kings eventually bowed before the 
crucifix, but in the worlds of the wisest 
Dominican, Thomas Aquinas, “the most 
efficacious argument” for Christ’s divinity 
is that “without the support of the secular 
power he has changed the whole world.” 

And so this Christmas, in our parish 
and every church around the world, we 
begin again. Whatever world-changing 
power we might seek, whatever influ- 
ence we might hope to wield, starts with 
the ancient prayer: Lord, I believe; help my 
unbelief. 

Merry Christmas. 


Douthat is a columnist for The New York 
Times. 


Trump as speaker would be a disaster on many levels 


By Nicholas Goldberg 


Los Angeles Times 


When I first heard the rumblings that 
Donald Trump could become the next 
speaker of the House, I rolled my eyes. 

What fresh insanity, right? Like most 
people, I believed the speaker of the House 
had to be an elected member of Congress. 

Think back to the speakers you’ve heard 
of. Not just the most recent ones, but also 
Sam Rayburn of Texas. Tip O’Neill, the 
Boston pol who dominated the House of 
Representatives when I was coming of age. 
Newt Gingrich, who changed the course of 
conservative American politics. James K. 
Polk! Henry Clay! 

Every single one of them, and every 
single one of their predecessors going back 
to Frederick Muhlenberg of Pennsylva- 
nia in 1789, was a member of the House. So 
pardon my ignorance for thinking it was a 
requirement. 

In fact, there is no law or constitutional 
mandate that limits the speakership to an 
elected representative. There isn’t even a 
House rule about it. It’s just anorm, and we 
know what those are worth these days. 

To become speaker, all a person needs to 
do is win an absolute majority of votes cast 
by the elected members of the House. That 
person could be the D.C. dog catcher or 
some wild-eyed madman proclaiming the 
end of days outside the Capitol or a child 
chosen at random from a nearby fourth- 
grade classroom. 

Or, worse yet, it could be Donald Trump. 
The first I heard of this awful idea was 
back in June, when it was floated by Trump 

sycophant Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.). He 
suggested that if the GOP were to wina 
majority in the House in the midterms — 
as it is expected to do — its members could 
then vote Trump in as their leader. 

“Can you just imagine Nancy Pelosi 
having to hand that gavel to Donald J. 
Trump?” Gaetz crowed in a speech in June. 

A Trump spokesman dismissed the idea, 
saying the former president had “zero 
desire” to be speaker. 

But then in November, former Trump 





President Donald Trump looks to the first lady’s box before his 2020 State of the Union address, 
with Vice President Mike Pence and Speaker Nancy Pelosi in the background. LEAH MILLIS/AP 


chief of staff Mark Meadows suggested 
it again. “As you know, you don’t have to 
be an elected member of Congress to be 
speaker,” he added on Trump confidant 
Stephen K. Bannon’s “War Room” pod- 
cast. 

Then Bannon chimed in, suggesting the 
ex-president could “come in [as speaker] 
for 100 days to sort things out” and then 
go back to running for president in 2024. 
By “sort things out,’ he apparently meant 
beginning impeachment proceedings 
against President Joe Biden. 

Two weeks ago, Gaetz announced that 
he’d spoken to Trump about the speaker- 
ship but refused to offer any details. Other 
right-wing pundits and pols have come out 
in favor of the idea. 

None of this should be taken too seri- 
ously. These guys are provocateurs. Then 
again, given the state of politics in the U.S. 
right now, can even lunatic propositions be 
ruled out? 

Some experts have opined that the 


speaker rumors were just a way of trolling 
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, 
who is in line to become speaker if the GOP 
takes control. 

They suggest the idea is being pushed 
by the ultraconservative Freedom Caucus 
because of dissatisfaction with McCarthy. 
Even though he’s a reliable Trump boot- 
licker, apparently McCarthy is not enough 
of a wacko for Reps. Gaetz and Marjorie 
Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) and their ilk. 

Trump, unsurprisingly, has failed to rule 
out taking charge of the House. “Well, I’ve 
heard the talk and it’s getting more and 
more,” he said. He added that he had “a 
good relationship with Kevin and hope- 
fully we will do everything traditionally” 

I’d consider that weak reassurance if I 
were McCarthy. 

The big question in my mind is what’s 
in it for Trump? He’d get some headlines, 
yeah. And some more disruption, plus an 
opportunity to press Pelosi’s face into the 
mud. 


But it’s hardly his sort of job. “Effec- 
tive speakers do a lot of glad-handing, do 
favors, deal with minor issues like ‘Fix 
the carpet in my office’ — and other grunt 
work,” says Matthew Green, a professor 
of political science at Catholic University 
who studies Congress. “You need to be 
loyal to the institution and to the members 
of the institution.” 

Not that the job isn’t powerful. Speak- 
ers have a role in appointing commit- 
tee members and chairs, decide points 
of order, recognize who gets to speak on 
the floor and have significant control over 
what measures move forward. They can 
dole out or withhold favors. They play a 
leading role in negotiations with the pres- 
ident and they’re usually leader of the 
majority party caucus. They’re also third 
in line of presidential succession, after the 
vice president. 

It would be a disaster if Trump were 
given the gavel. Because, first, he shouldn’t 
be in any position of power whatsoever. 
But also because Congress should be over- 
seen by an elected official, accountable to 
voters — not by an unelected, irresponsible 
demagogue with only his own interests at 
heart. 

One Democrat recently introduced a 
bill to bar nonmembers of Congress from 
becoming speaker. But it strikes me as 
unlikely to become law. 

There’s also the possibility that if Trump 
became speaker, it could be challenged in 
court. But there’s no guarantee the court 
would take such a highly political case. 

So should we prepare ourselves for 
Speaker Trump? Well, probably not, but 
when it comes to our ex-president, you 
can’t rule out any bit of chicanery or malev- 
olence. Trump and his acolytes could be 
trolling for the heck of it, or it could be a 
sinister plot, like the equally unimaginable 
but all too real effort to delegitimize and 
reverse the 2020 election. 

I didn’t take that too seriously either at 
first, and boy was I wrong. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG. 


YOUR PERFECT 


JOB 


IS WAITING 


Search jobs. Post your resume. Stand out from the crowd. 


FIREFIGHTER-BLS/ALS (lateral) 
Newport, RI a CT 
Navy Region Mid-Atlantic: Naval Station 
Newport (RI). Firefighter EMT: $60,396 
to $95,016/yr. (DOQ) 

Firefighter Paramedic: $60,396 to 
$115,914/yr. (DOQ) 

Minimum FF-2, HazMat Ops, EMT or 
NRP required. Excellent Federal ben- 
efits, plus Tuition Assistance, Paid C.E., 
IAFF shop. Email DirectHireFire@navy. 
mil and put “RI Firefighter BLS-ALS” 
in subject line for benefits informa- 
tion and Federal employment resume 
guide. Equal Opportunity Employer. 







































































FIREFIGHTER-EMT (lateral) 

Groton, CT CT 
Navy Region Mid-Atlantic: Submarine Base 
New London (CT). 


$60,396 to $95,016/yr. DOQ 
Minimum FF-2, HazMat Ops, EMT 
required. Excellent Federal benefits, 
plus Tuition Assistance, Paid C.E., IAFF 
shop. Email DirectHireFire@navy.mil 
and put “CT Firefighter EMT” in subject 
line for benefits information and Fed- 
eral employment resume guide. Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 





To advertise, call 860-525-2525 





BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 





FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 





HECKEL BASSOON 7493 Has 
High E, High F A Flat, B Flat Trill 
Silver Toned Hole Inserts, 2 Pre- 
War Bocals All Work Done By Hans 
Moennig $40,000 Please 

Call 201-612-0624 





SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 


a 
AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 






Get Comfy. 
Every Friday. 


or placeanad.courant.com 





STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 





Wanted To Buy 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO-~ EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 










ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-8 74-8396 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 





Adoption ¢ News « Advice * More 


Dogs 


BOXER / HUSKY Boxer / Husky 
Mix puppies. Perfect Christmas 
present. Family raised both parents 
purebred, and on site. 

Ready to go now. 

(860) 933-7602 
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COCKAPOO 


5 cockapoo available. great family 
dogs. Parents on site. Ready jan 8th 





FRENCH BULLDOG PUPS 8 Week 
old pups 1Male 3Female pups 
ready to join their forever family for 
Christmas. First shots & vet checked. 
$3500 ea. 413-478-0763 





IRISH WOLFHOUND PUPS Super 
sized babies! Black, Wheaton 
or Brindle. Comes’ with health 
guarantee & vaccines. Ready for 
Christmas. $1,800. Call for details 
315-896-2026 


LABRADOODLE PUPS 

Hypo Allergenic, Non Shedding, 
Healthy Intelligent Sweet Babies, Vet 
Checked, Shots, 4 Months. White/ 
Cream. $1,500. 860-712-5926 





Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 
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tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


courant.com/jobs 





NEWS UPDATES 24/7 | TOWNS | WEATHER | LIFE & FAMILY | MONEY | JOBS 


A 


BUYING ALL MILITARY ITEMS 
Vietnam War, Korea, WWII, WWI, Civil 
War, US German Japanese Uniforms, 
Medals, Patches, Helmets, Clothing, 
Knives, Photos, Literature, Letters, 
Bayonets, Swords, Canteens, Muskets, 
Powder Flasks, Flags. 860-874-8396 


Get Comfy. 


Every Friday. 








BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 





Business Opportunities 


CARPET CLEANING VAN 2002 Ford 
E250. Truck mounted equipment, 
70 gallon solution tank. Retiring. 
$12,000. 860-916-9252 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


Antiques/ 
Classics 


LINCOLN TOWN CAR 1983 


$3,500 Great condition and clean. 
49,000 original miles. Blue green 
color. Best offer considered. 
860-916-6343 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 
















NEW 
Home & Garden 


Marketplace 


Every Day 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 


Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


TOWN OF BOLTON 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


The Board of Selectmen will conduct a public 
hearing on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 7:00 
PM. via ZOOM to hear public comment on the 
Marijuana and Alcohol Ordinance. Copies of 
the above ordinance are available for public 
inspection at the office of the Town Clerk, 
Bolton Town Hall during normal business 
hours. 


James M. Rupert 
Interim Administrative Officer 


12/23/21 7114139 
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U-Haul Moving and Storage Company 
of Capitol Ave, will sell household and 
personal items, contained in the following 
storage rooms due to unpaid storage fees on 
Tuesday, January 11th, 2022. 


Donna Wiliams 1300 
Reginald Spence 1244 
Daisy Melendez 1121 
adaazenwakusor nwakusor 1020 
Destiny Adgers 1979 
anthony perez 1137 
Edwin Flores 3009-11 
ARMANDO DE LA MOTA 1157 
VICTOR OCASIO 3010 
Shakira Rivera 2501 
Terrell Waugh 1100 
ROBERT KENDRICK 1245 
Yerji Cedenopalcio 2030 
Waldys vellon 1130 
Edward Andrews 1982 
Saritza Molina1352 
Kiara Medina 2211 
KRYSTINA AMOR 1338 
ANGELLA” PATTERSON-WESTON 2026 
Mariana Mejias 1805 
Blessing KEATON 2913 
TATIANA GONZALEZ 2414 
Elsie Colon 2126 

David Robinson 2112 
Jessica Luyanda 1156 
Michael Gomez 2023 
Quan Baldwin 1155 
Alisha Holmes 2406 
Frankie Ramos 1222 
CASWELL BAILEY 1209 
SHAWN BENWAY 1913 
Robert wedderburn 1924 
Walter William Scott1026 
alvin hankerson 1976 
Carmen Diaz 2516 

Kevin Flores 2511 
carlesha lettsome 1127 
Geralyz Sotomayor 2424 
DEBORAH LEEKOFF 1608 
Aquan Holloway 2115 
VANESSA GARAY- JACKSON 2012 
Craig Brown 1308 
Tyshelle Marshall 1241 
John Phrakousonh 2319 
jose rosado 2308 
YARIELIS ROMAN 1042 
Felix Tapia 2221 


Contents to be sold on the premises of 
755 Capitol Avenue Hartford, CT 06106 
on Tuesday, January 11th, 2022 on 
Storageauctions.com and close out at 
9:00AM. 

Purchases to be paid for at the time of pur- 
chase, a $100.00 deposit by debit or credit 
card ONLY, will be needed on EACH room 
purchased. U-HAUL reserves the right to bid 
or purchase any lot or space. Auction service 
provided by www.storageauctions.com 
Absolutely NO U-Haul Storage customers, or 
their family or friends on their behalf, whose 
units are listed in auction, may participate in 
any auction proceedings. You 

MUST contact Marketing Company Storage 
Manager, Joy Pace, for an appointment to 
purchase any units won online in auction. All 
persons will be turned away from the location 
without an appointment. Contact Joy Pace 
with any questions or concerns at Joy_Pace@ 
uhaul.com 

12/22/21, 12/23/21 7108947 





Connecticut 


Public Sale of Mobile Home: 8 Upper 
Boulder Trail, Killingworth, CT. A 1973 
Vindale 12 x 68 mobile home. Pursuant to 
C.G.S. 21-80(e)(1) Sale will extinguish all 
previous ownership and lien rights. Further 
information can be obtained by calling 860- 
853-6001. Auction will take place at 8 Upper 
Boulder Trail, Killingworth, CT on December 
28, 2021 at 11am. 

12/21-23/21 7112296 





NOTICE OF DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 


To enrolled members of the Democratic Party 
of the Town of Vernon, Connecticut. 

Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic 
Party and State election laws, you are hereby 
notified that a caucus will be held on: 
January 5, 2022, at 7pm, at The French Club 
at 341 Kelly Road, Vernon 

to endorse candidates for the Democratic 
Town Committee and to transact other busi- 
ness aS may be proper to come before said 
caucus. 

Masks are required. 

Dated at Vernon, Connecticut, on the 21st 
day of December, 2021. 

Democratic Town Committee of Vernon 

Betty Daly 

12/23/21 7114160 








LIEN SALE 


Notice is hereby given that a public lien sale 
of the following describes personal property 
will be held online at www.storagetreasures. 
com. 


Auction Date: January 7, 2022 at 8:00am 


Location: Otter Self Storage Manchester, 96 
Elm Street, Manchester, CT 06040 


The contents of the rental storage units be- 
longing to the following persons will be sold: 


C197, Michael Fryer, Household goods 
A-175, Clifton Palmer, Household goods 
A-135, Sidney Blum, Household goods 
D121, Luis Crespo, Microcwave, sofa, sofa 
table, Stereo 

D104, Shane Hanley, wheel barrel, tool 
boxes, heavy duty storage boxes, building 
tools and material, shelf unit, garden tools, 
fan, base boards, paint buckets. 

D106, Shane Hanley, Tools, hand _ truck, 
heavy duty metal moving dolly’s, speakers, 
Milwaukee tool box, large waste/trash bin, 
cleaning supply 

C207, Alex Scranton, Household goods 
C208, Alex Scranton, Household goods 
C209, Alex Scranton, Household goods 


This notice is given in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 743 Self service stor- 
age facilities of the State of Connecticut 
12/23/21, 12/29/21 7114392 








Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 





Notice of Permit Application 


Notice is hereby given that The Roncalli 
Institute, Inc., (the “applicant”) of PO Box 
427, Portland, CT 06480, will submit to 
the Department of Energy & Environmental 
Protection an application under Connecticut 
General Statues Section(s) 22a-361 
(Structures, Dredging and Fill). 

Specifically, the applicant proposes to install 
four steel dolphins and two seasonal debris 
booms at the St. Clements Castle Marina. 
The proposed activity will take place at 49 
Oakum Dock road, East Hampton, CT 06480. 
The proposed activity will potentially affect 
the Connecticut River. 

Interested persons may obtain copies of 
the application from Eugene W. Robida, 
PE, Robida Engineering, LLC, PO Box 327, 
Chester, CT 06412, (860) 526-8948. 

The application will be available for 
inspection at the Department of Energy & 
Environmental Protection, Land & Water 
Resources Division, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, 
CT 06106-5127, telephone 860-424-3019 
from 8:30 to 4:30 Monday through Friday. 
Please call in advance to schedule review of 
the application. 

12/23/21 7114223 








Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


Berlin 

Zygmunt Brzezinski 
Bristol 

Thomas Plaskett 
East Hampton 

William J. Macdonald 

George F. Parent 
East Hartford 

Calvin G. Warner 

James F Webber 
Enfield 

Howard F. King 
Farmington 

Patricia C. Parsons 
Granby 

Agnes V. Quinn 
Hartford 

Barbara L. Lappen 
Manchester 

Fred M. Karas 

Barbara L. Lappen 

John Moffitt 
Meriden 

Charles Crowell 
Middletown 

James F Webber 
New Britain 

Zygmunt Brzezinski 

Mieczyslaw Gniadek 
Newington 

Mieczyslaw Gniadek 

Judith C. Igielski 

Calvin G. Warner 


Old Saybrook 
John J. Walonski, Sr. 
Other Towns in CT 
Louis M. Bruzzi 
Howard F. King 
Paul Kiyak 
Norma Mudgett 
Marta R. Rubenoff 
Out of State 
Elizabeth M. Osborne 
Plainville 
Charles Crowell 
Thomas Plaskett 
Rocky Hill 
Judith C. Igielski 
Robert M. Tully 
Simsbury 
Alan G. White 
South Windsor 
Fred M. Karas 
Elizabeth M. Osborne 
Southington 
Paul Kiyak 
Suffield 
Bernice Lopes 
Agnes V. Quinn 
John J. Walonski, Sr. 
Wethersfield 
Robert M. Tully 
Windsor Locks 
Bernice Lopes 
Alan G. White 
OUT OF STATE 


Robert M. Tully 
Plymouth, NH 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Brzezinski, Zygmunt 


Zygmunt (Ziggy) Brzezinski, 
89, of Berlin, entered into his 
eternal rest on December 19, 
2021. Born in Znin Poland on 
January 18, 1932, he was the 
son of the late Martin and 
Helen Frencel. He was the be- 
loved husband of Mary 
(Rossiwal) Brzezinski for 64 
years. Zygmunt served in the 
Polish Merchant Marines and 
‘ loved telling stories of travel- 
ing the globe. He enjoyed taking his family to Maine 
and the beach. He loved music and played the piano, 
accordion, and harmonica. He was also an avid coin 
collector. He retired from Pratt & Whitney Aircraft, and 
was a Tool & Die Maker for 40 years. He was a parish- 
ioner of the Church of the Holy Spirit in Newington. 
Besides his wife Mary, he is survived by his children, 
Peter Brzezinski and his wife Wendy, of Murrells Inlet, 
SC, Judy Turgeon-Provini and her husband John Provini 
of Berlin, and Diane Wade and her husband Douglas, of 
Berlin. He also leaves his adored grandchildren, Steven, 
David, Marie, Hannah, Max, Emma, and Cara. He was 
predeceased by his siblings, Marilyn, Jerry, Spizek, and 
Walter. The family would like to thank Nemide Kelmendi, 
and Susan Haswell for the extraordinary care they gave 
Ziggy. Funeral services will begin on Tuesday morning, 
December 28, with calling hours from 8:30-9:30 a.m. at 
the Duksa Family Funeral Homes at Newington 
Memorial, 20 Bonair Ave., Newington followed by the 
Celebration of the Mass of Christian Burial at 10:00 
a.m. at Church of the Holy Spirit, 183 Church Street, 
Newington. He will be laid to rest in Cedar Hill Cemetery, 
Hartford. Those who wish may send memorial dona- 
tions to Foodshare, 450 Woodland Ave., Bloomfield CT 
06002, or online at: www.ctfoodshare.org. Due to the 
Current Covid situation, the funeral home staff will be 
wearing masks, and on behalf of the Brzezinski family 
we are respectfully requesting that anyone attending 
services also wear masks. To leave an online expres- 
sion of sympathy for the family or further information 
please visit: www.duksa.net. 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Gniadek, Mieczyslaw 


Mieczylsaw (Mietek) Gniadek 
87, of Newington, was called 
to heaven on Tuesday, 
December 21, 2021. He was 
the beloved husband of Anna 
(Drag) Gniadek for 52 years. 
Born in Poland, son of late Jan 
and Bronislawa_ (Solarska) 
Gniadek, he immigrated to 
New Britain in 1967 and spent 
/ more than half his life as a 
, + Newington resident. 
Mietek had an enormous heart and loved to make oth- 
ers laugh. He enjoyed woodworking, being outdoors, 
hunting, fishing, and caring for his vegetable garden. 
He was employed as a machinist for many years prior 
to his retirement. He was a wonderful husband, father, 
and uncle. 
Along with his wife, he leaves behind his son Robert; 
his brother Henry and his wife Halina along with their 
son Mark of Plainville, his niece Isabelle and her hus- 
band Matthew Szokalski of New Rochelle, his brother 
Stefan and his wife Anna of New Britain, his brother 
Kazimierz and his wife Wieslawa of Poland; his sister- 
in-law Halina of Poland; his niece Krystyna and her 
husband Andzrej Chorabik of Plainville along with their 
children Ella and her husband Justin VanAlphen and 
Mark Chorabik, many nieces and nephews in Poland; as 
well as close family friends Sophie and Stanley Konefal 
with their children all of Berlin. He was predeceased by 
his son Steve Gniadek and his brother Tadeusz Gniadek 
of Poland. 
Relatives and friends are invited to call on Tuesday, 
December 28, 4:00PM-7:00PM at Burritt Hill at the 
Duksa Family Funeral Homes at Burritt Hill, 332 Burritt 
St., New Britain. A Mass of Christian Burial will be cel- 
ebrated on Wednesday, Dec. 29 at 9:30 a.m. at Sacred 
Heart Church, New Britain, CT .He will be laid to rest in 
Sacred Heart Cemetery. 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Every life story 
deserves to be told. 


Share your loved one’s vm 
placeanad.courant.com/obituarie 


Marts aces : . 


In partnership with — 


Legacy.com 


OBITUARIES 


Bruzzi, Louis M. 


Louis M. Bruzzi, 90, of Stafford 

Springs, CT, husband of the 

late Carol A. (Jarvis) Bruzzi, 

passed away on _ Tuesday, 

December 21, 2021 at 

Evergreen Health Care Center. 

Louie was born in Stafford 

Springs, CT, son of the late 

Bartholomew and Mary 

(Sartori) Bruzzi. Louie was the 

owner/operator of the former 

AC & L Bruzzi Trucking. His 

other employment was at Blue Line Bus Service, Festi’s 

Oil Service, Stafford Bus Service, Post Road Stages, 

Wooster Express, Nelson Freight Lines, and the Town of 

Stafford. Louie was a senior lifetime member of the 

West Stafford Fire Department, member of the Stafford 

Senior Center, and parishioner of St. Edward Church. 

Louie is survived by his three children, Renee Fecteau 

and her husband Thomas, Dianna Blanchard and her 

partner Terrence O'Toole, and Louis B. Bruzzi; five 

grandsons, David Fecteau and his wife Erica, Stephen 

Fecteau and his wife Paige, Richard Fecteau, Brian 

Blanchard and his wife Amy, and Nicholas Blanchard 

and his wife Jennifer; five great grandsons, Jude, 

Cooper, Dylan, Chase, and Jacob; three great grand- 

daughters, Jaelynn, Laura, and Emma; brother, George 

Bruzzi and his wife Alice; and several nieces and neph- 

ews. A calling hour will be held on Monday, December 

27, 2021 from 9:30-10:30 A.M. at Introvigne Funeral 

Home, Inc., 51 East Main St., Stafford Springs, CT, fol- 

lowed by a Mass of Christian Burial at 11:00 A.M. at St. 

Edward Church, 55 High St., Stafford Springs, CT. Burial 

will follow in St. Edward Cemetery, Stafford Springs, CT. 

Memorial donations may be made to the West Stafford 

Fire Department, 144 West Stafford Rd., Stafford 

Springs, CT 06076, or to the Stafford Ambulance 

Association, 27 Willington Ave., Stafford Springs, CT 

06076. To leave a condolence online for the family, 
please visit: www.introvignefuneralhome.com 


Introvigne 


Funeral Home, Ina. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Crowell, Charles 


Charles James Crowell, lov- 
ing husband and father, 89 of 
Plainville passed away in the 
comfort of his home on 
Saturday, December 18, 2021. 
Charles was born on March 
21, 1932 in Berlin, CT son to 
the late Charles and Marian 
(Dressler) Crowell. He was 
the devoted husband to 
Dorothy (Powers) Crowell for 
re a ' 62 years and together they 
ices five childien, building the foundation for a fam- 
ily full of love and support. Charles loved his family 
deeply and continuously upheld his role as a husband 
and father. He worked as a teacher at Maloney High 
School in Meriden for several years. In addition, his 
love for sports, especially the game of golf, led him 
into the role as the former Athletic Director and golf 
coach at Maloney. Following retirement from teaching, 
Charles continued to work in manufacturing to keep 
active. Hard working hands at rest, Charles will always 
be remembered for his dedication to his family and 
Students as they carry on his legacy of love and retain 
the valuable lessons he taught through the years. 
In addition to his wife, Dorothy, Charles is survived 
by his five children, Charles, Michael, Christopher, 
Richard, and Sandra; his 8 grandchildren; and 1 great- 
granddaughter. His family will miss him very much. 
Services will be held privately among his family. In 
lieu of flowers donations in memory of Charles may be 
made to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105. For more information 
or to leave online expressions of sympathy, please visit 
www.PLAINVILLEFUNERALHOME.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


MacDonald, William John 


William John MacDonald, son 
of the late Peter MacDonald 
and Matilda (Tillie) Anderson 
MacDonald, both formerly of 
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia 
died on December 15, 2021 at 
Portland Care and Rehab in 
Portland, CT. Bill was born in 
Jamaica Plain near Boston, 
Mass. After WWII, the family 
moved to Mayberry Village of 
East Hartford, CT where Bill 
(nicknamed “Beans") graduated from East Hartford 
High School in 1949. He then enlisted in the Army and 
served in the Korean War where he was promoted to 
Sargent. Upon discharge, Bill was hired by Hamilton 
Standard Credit Union in Windsor Locks where, on his 
first day of work, met the love of his life, Mary Agnes 
Corsair of East Hartford. Bill and Mary married in 1954 
and set up housekeeping in East Hartford, moving to 
East Hampton in 1966. Bill and Mary raised their 3 
children at “the farm” on old Route 66. Bill was a sales- 
man for South Windsor Construction, then Sales 
Manager for Hartford Cement Company, and in 1973, 
began work for the Banking Department of the State of 
CT. He retired as Deputy Chief Bank Examiner in 1993. 
He was very active in the East Hampton Democratic 
Town Committee, acted as Police Commissioner and 
served on the Building and Zoning Committee for many 
years, he worked the polls and became a Republican 
later in life. He was a 50-year member of the Knights of 
Columbus and a parishioner and former Deacon of St. 
Patrick's Catholic Church in East Hampton. Bill and 
Mary travelled together across our beautiful country, 
visiting relatives along the way in Nova Scotia and 
across the U.S. Bill was Known as a Cut-up, class clown, 
tough opponent, stubborn Scot and opinionated and 
blunt speaker. He was meticulous in his work. He could 
tell a joke, he had a lovely singing voice, adored his 
pets and he adored his wife and children. Bill is pre- 
ceded in death by his wife Mary, his brother Peter C. 
MacDonald, and is survived by a daughter Catherine 
(Rhon) Keinigs of Radford, VA; David (Joann) MacDonald 
of East Hampton, CT and Douglas (Karen) MacDonald of 
East Hampton, CT, plus 5 grandchildren and 3 great- 
grandchildren. The family would like to extend special 
thanks to Karen Turney for her loving care of Mary and 
Bill during their lengthy illnesses, to Diane Anelli, who 
was always available to fix Mom's hair and give Dad his 
haircuts and was always a super friend, and to Patty 
Kissinger who walked Peanut the dog, and who brought 
goodies for Bill to enjoy. We'd like to thank Bonnie 
Oliveri and the many friends and neighbors of Laurel 
Ridge, who were unfailingly kind to Bill and Mary. 
Funeral services will be held at a later date to be an- 
nounced. To leave online condolences please visit 
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Every life story 
deserves to be told. 


Share your loved one’s story at 
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Moffitt, John 


John Albert Moffitt, age 76, 
passed away on December 19, 
2021, at Hartford Hospital 
after a courageous battle with 
cancer that he faced the same 
way he_ faced life: with 
Strength and a smile. 
Born on July 22, 1945 in 
Plattsburgh, NY, John was the 
oldest son of Kenneth and 
Theodora Moffitt and grew up 
é in the small town of Rouses 
Point with his brother, William, and sister, Ellen. 
There wasn't a sport John didn't enjoy playing, watch- 
ing, or talking about - or a corny joke he didn't love to 
tell! John was just as passionate about education and 
he loved learning, especially about history, politics, or 
some random fact or bit of trivia. 
John graduated from Villanova University and spent 
most of his career working as a computer programmer 
for Pratt & Whitney. 
In 1970, John married Kathleen Halko, and the two 
moved to Manchester, CT where they made lifelong 
friends, helped raise John’s daughters, Katrina and 
Pamela, and had a son, Gregory. John loved Kathy 
fiercely and both were dedicated community volun- 
teers who loved helping others. 
In Connecticut, John discovered another passion: soft- 
ball umpiring. On most nights of the week, John could 
be found behind the plate calling “balls and strikes” 
and talking with athletes and coaches about his love 
of the game. In 1990, John was inducted into USA 
Softball’s National Indicator Fraternity to recognize his 
work officiating games at the national level. In 1995, 
USA Softball of Connecticut inducted him into their 
Hall of Fame to honor his dedication and commitment 
to the sport. 
In retirement and after Kathy’s death, John loved 
Spending as much time as he could in Rouses Point 
with his “favorite” sister, Ellen Welch, and playing golf 
with his “favorite” brother-in-law, Pat. He also loved 
Spending time with his nephews, Chad and Christopher, 
and their children and families. 
When not in Rouses Point, John was most likely eat- 
ing at his favorite restaurant, Pastrami on Wry, in 
Manchester, where he was affectionately Known as 
“Geno” and where he considered the staff part of the 
family. He loved them just as much as they loved him. 
No matter where he was, John loved telling stories and 
being able to spend time with people. He genuinely 
cared about how others were doing and what he could 
do to help them. 
John is survived by his daughter Katrina and her hus- 
band Tony of Ocala, FL; his daughter, Pamela and her 
son Theodore of Canton, CT; and his son Gregory, his 
wife Jennifer, and their daughter Madeline of Davis, CA. 
A Celebration of Life is being planned for later this 
Spring at the North Country Golf Club in Champlain, NY. 
For those that would like to pay their respects, Calling 
Hours are scheduled for Wednesday, December 29, 
2021 from 2pm - 4pm at Tierney Funeral Home, 219 W. 
Center Street, Manchester, CT. For online condolences, 
please visit www.tierneyfuneralhome.com. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be 
made in John’s name to the Smilow Cancer Center at 
Yale New Haven Hospital, 35 Park Street, New Haven, 


CT 06519. 
JOHN F. 
Of; 


TIERNEYFUNERALHOME.COM 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Rubenoff, Marta R. 


NEW HARTFORD - Marta Rose 
Rubenoff, 70, of New Hartford, 
Connecticut, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, 
December 20, 2021 at her 
home. Marta was born on July 
6, 1951 in Bristol, 
Connecticut, to Joseph and 
Ludwine (Yarosis) Ceuch. She 
Shared her life with five sib- 
lings whom she loved dearly. 
Marta went on to graduate 
with a Master's in Education and would teach for many 
years at Bristol Public Schools. She then married her 
devoted husband, Glenn Thomas Rubenoff, and raised 
three loving daughters. Her passion was with art: she 
loved watercolor painting, jewelry making, and crafting 
to name a few. She also appreciated nature; birdwatch- 
ing and gardening were some of her favorite pastimes. 
In addition to her numerous hobbies, Marta loved 
Christmas and took pride in intricately decorating her 
home every year. She possessed a radiant personality, 
bringing light to wherever she went and to whomever 
she encountered. Above all, she loved spending time 
with her family and playing with her wonderful grand- 
daughter, Mia Rose DiFazio. She is survived by her be- 
loved daughters: Lauren (Rubenoff) DiFazio, Natalie 
Rubenoff, and Elaine Rubenoff; granddaughter, Mia 
DiFazio; siblings: Lori Roraback, Liz Krosnicki, Greg 
Ceuch, Mike Ceuch, and John Ceuch. Friends and family 
are invited to call on Tuesday, December 28, 2021 at 
the Montano-Shea Funeral Home, located at 5 Steele 
Road, New Hartford from 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM. A Mass 
of Christian burial will follow at 1 PM at Our Lady of 
Hope Parish, located at 3 Church Street, New Hartford. 
The online guestbook can be visited at montano-shea. 
com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Walonski, Sr., John J. 


John, age 91, passed at home in Engelwood FI on 
Dec.17. Predeceased by his wife of 64 yrs Josephine 
Salustro Walonski and a daughter Donna. John was a 
proud US Army veteran,an avid fisherman,woodcrafter 
and happy volunteer for many community efforts. He 
will be missed by his son John Walonski Jr. and Juniors’ 
fiance Susan Davison. He also leaves his daughter Rose 
Fox. John was a proud grandfather to Matthew Fox, 
Chris Walonski, Rachel Walonski and 4 great grandchil- 
dren Xander, Devan, Zachary and Isla. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 








veryone leaves a legacy. 
Celebrate an extraordinary 
life by creating an enduring 
Life Story on Legacy.com 
with biograpfty, photos, 
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igielski, Judith C. 


Judith “Judy” (Carrier) lgielski, 
73, of Newington passed away 

peacefully Surrounded by her 

family on Thursday, December 

16, 2021. She was the beloved 

wife of John lgielski for 51 

years. Born in Hartford, daugh- 

ter of Armand and Maxine 

m (Rice) Carrier, she was raised 

in Hartford and Wethersfield 

and then settled in Newington 

in 1972 where she remained a 

long-time resident. Judy grad- 

uated from Wethersfield High School before 

she earned her Bachelors in Education and 

completed graduate hours in special educa- 

tion from Central Connecticut State 

University. Judy was a teacher in both Wethersfield and 
Meriden before staying home to start a family. At that 
time, Judy continued her passion for education of chil- 
dren through substituting at Newington Schools and 
volunteering in a variety of ways. Over the years, Judy 
was a member of the Newington Junior Women’s Club, 
the Newington Education Foundation, and The Lucy 
Robbins Welles Library Board of Trustees. She helped 
run the town's annual spelling bee. Judy also served on 
the Newington Board of Education from 1991-1999, and 
she was a member of the Newington Democratic Town 
Committee. Anna Reynolds Elementary School named 
her the first lifetime member of its PTO. For more than 
35 years, Judy dedicated countless hours to helping 
others, especially children. In 2013, Judy was honored 
as the Newington Volunteer of the Year. Judy’s kind- 
ness, selfless dedication, and gentle ways touched the 
lives of many. She loved to quilt and play Phase 10 and 
Scrabble. Her favorite places were Schoodic Point, the 
coast of Maine, Cape Cod, and anywhere her family 
could be found. Family and friends were the center of 
Judy's world. Along with her husband, Judy leaves her 
loving daughters Susan Erwin and her husband John of 
Bolton, CT and Sharon Papale and her husband Michael 
of Colchester, CT; and her adored grandchildren Katrina 
and Grace Erwin and Gabrielle and Joey Papale. She is 
Survived by her sister Lorraine Jacobs (wife of the late 
John Jacobs) of East Hartford, CT and her brother 
Richard Carrier of Rocky Hill, CT, as well as her brother- 
in-law Theodore lIgielski (the husband of the late Sandra 
IgielsSki) of Wethersfield, CT. Additionally, Judy leaves 
behind her nieces and a nephew -- Liz Tripp and her 
husband James of Portland, CT, Stacy Tripp and her 
husband David of East Hampton, CT, John Jacobs and 
his wife Brittani of Cincinnati, OH, and Shannon 
Concepcion and her husband Mo of Stamford, CT. She 
was predeceased by her brother-in-law Walter Igielski. 
Judy also leaves behind grandnieces and a grandneph- 
ew, and many close friends who were always thought 
of as family. Relatives and friends are invited to call on 
Sunday, December 26th from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 
Duksa Family Funeral Homes at Newington Memorial, 
20 Bonair Avenue, Newington. Judy's funeral service 
will be held on Monday, December 27th at 10:00 a.m. at 
Church of the Holy Spirit, 183 Church Street, Newington. 
Burial will follow at Holy Cross Cemetery in Glastonbury. 
The family requests guests wear masks at her services. 
Donations can be made to The Lucy Robbins Welles 
Library, 100 Garfield St., Newington. To share a memory 
with Judith's family, please visit us at www.duksa.net 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Lopes, Bernice (Wadstrom) 


Bernice (Wadstrom) Lopes, 86, of Suffield passed away 
on December 20, 2021. Bernice was the daughter of 
the late Louis and Florence (Fitzgerald) Wadstrom. 
She was born and raised in Hartford and was a gradu- 
ate of Bulkeley High School, Class of 1953. She was 
voted Wittiest and Most Argumentative in her class. 
She always loved a good debate and a funny joke. She 
and nine of her classmates from high school formed 
“the birthday group” and remained friends throughout 
their lives. Seventy-year friendships are rare and very 
Special. 
Bernice was an excellent writer and a gifted poet. She 
was Known to quickly draft short poems that were 
apropos for any given situation, birthdays, anniversa- 
ries and so on. She often enclosed her personalized 
poems with greeting cards much to the delight of the 
recipient. Her gift for poetry even won her a prized RCA 
color television in 1966. The contest was sponsored by 
Allen Motors with the writing prompt, “Join the Dodge 
Rebellion”. She could still recite that jingle up until her 
passing. 
Bernice raised her family in Windsor Locks and lived 
there for 46 years before moving to Suffield. In her 
younger years, she was an active member of the 
Windsor Locks Women’s Club. She proudly produced 
the club's newsletter in her basement with her young 
children as her assistants. AS you can imagine, there 
was a lot of ink everywhere, but she was patient and 
humorous as always. 
She is survived by her two devoted children, John and 
his wife, Lisa, of Suffield, CT and Diane of Somers, CT. 
She is also survived by two cherished grandchildren, 
Isabel, and Ava. Her grandchildren were her world. 
They affectionately called her CeeCee after an attempt 
by Isabel at a very young age to say “G" for Grandma. 
It turned into a “C", and it stuck. Bernice loved every 
minute spent with them, and we are grateful for those 
years and memories. 
Bernice also leaves behind many nieces and nephews 
and their families. She also leaves behind countless 
friends. Bernice never met a stranger. She would meet 
people in the grocery store, at her job at Baby Depot, 
Or anywhere, and they became lifelong friends. 
Her two sisters, Beverley Fargnoli, and Janice Wadstrom 
predeceased her. 
Bernice’s family will receive relatives and friends in 
celebrating her life on Sunday, December 26th from 
2:00 to 4:00 pm at Windsor Locks Funeral Home, 441 
Spring St, Windsor Locks, CT. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will take place on Monday, December 27th at 11:00am 
at St. Mary’s Church on Spring St, Windsor Locks. 
Please meet directly at the church. The Mass will also 
be livestreamed for those unable to attend in person. 
See the Windsor Locks Funeral Home website for de- 
tails. Masks are required and all CDC COVID guidelines, 
inclusive of social distancing, will be followed. 
In addition, a Memorial Mass celebrating Bernice’s life 
will be held at a later date, once we are able to do so 
more safely based on the pandemic situation. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Lappen, Barbara Lois (Shenning) 


Barbara Lois Lappen, 88, of 
Manchester, CT and beloved 
wife of the late John “Jack” 
Lappen, died peacefully on 
December 18, 2021. She was 
born February 17, 1933 and 
was a lifelong resident of 
Manchester, CT. She was the 
daughter of the late C. Harry 
Shenning and Edith Carlson 
Shenning. She graduated 
sacs from Middlesex Community 
College in 1953 and became a Registered Nurse work- 
ing at Johnson Memorial and Manchester Memorial 
Hospitals before starting a family. She also volunteered 
for many years at the Red Cross before working there 
full time. Barbara was a caring loving wife, mother, 
sister, aunt, mother in-law and grandmother who cher- 
ished her family and loved family gatherings. She en- 
joyed hosting pool parties in the summer and on holi- 
days, when family and friends came together. She 
adored her children and spending time with her 
grandchildren teaching crafts and her baking secrets. 
Barbara was an artist who enjoyed painting in oils, 
acrylics, watercolors and chalk. She was chair of the 
Manchester Art Association and her works have been 
displayed throughout the town in both libraries and 
Manchester Memorial Hospital. She enjoyed travels to 
the Caribbean, Europe, Florida and US National Parks 
with her husband Jack. In her younger years she en- 
joyed swimming, water skiing and rowing especially 
with family at Rogers Lake. She also enjoyed golfing, 
billiards, tennis and playing bridge with friends. She 
mastered the art of beating us all in friendly games of 
croquet. She had a subtle way of bestowing her kind 
wisdom on us through the years in a way that we 
deeply appreciated. Barbara was married to the love 
of her life Jack Lappen for 66 years who passed away 
eight days prior on December 10, 2021. She is sur- 
vived by her five children, Cathy Lappen of Manchester; 
Wayne (Jennifer) Lappen of Woodbury Vermont; Mark 
(Kristi) Lappen of South Windsor; Walter (Tracey) Lappen 
of Southington; Earl (Katherine) Lappen of Manchester; 
her sister's in-law Barbara (Robert) Johnson of St. 
Petersburg Florida, Jeanne Lappen of Tolland and Rita 
Lappen of Port Orange Florida; her eight grandchildren, 
Tyler, Jessica, Kelly, Nicholas (Carlie), John, Michael and 
Kyle Lappen and Aspen Tucker. She was predeceased 
by her brother Roy Shenning and his wife Zelda of 
Brandon Florida, and her brother's in-law Richard 
Lappen of Daytona Beach Florida and Howard Lappen 
of South Windsor. In addition to her immediate family, 
She is also survived by fourteen nieces and nephews 
and their families. Barbara was a beautiful lady who 
will be deeply missed. A special thank you to all the 
caretakers and nurses as well as the tireless dedica- 
tion and love of her daughter Cathy. Tierney Funeral 
Home will be coordinating the arrangements at a future 
date. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Tully, Robert M 


Robert M. Tully, 73. of 

Plymouth, NH, formerly of 

Wethersfield and Rocky Hill, 

passed away on December 8, 

2021. Robert is survived by 

his daughter Cathlin, of 

Rockville, MD, his son Michael 

of Wrentham, MA and two 

grandchildren, Andrew and 

Olivia. He also leaves his 

brother Kenneth of Rockland, 

, —— MA and sister Mary of 

cieaneuih MA. papers was predeceased by his par- 

ents, Robert and Eleanor Tully and his sister Ana. An 

avid skier, Robert enjoyed volunteering with the adap- 

tive ski program at Loon Mountain. For those who wish, 

in lieu of flowers donations may be made to the New 

England Disabled Sports, https://nedisabledsports. 

org/. A celebration of life will be held at a later date in 
the spring. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Warner, Calvin G. 


Calvin G. Warner, 97, of 
Newington CT, passed away 
on December 20th, 2021. 
Calvin was the last of nine 
children, born November 
11th, 1924 in Killingworth, CT 
to Harris J. Warner and 
Florence H. Warner. He was 
predeceased by his loving 
wife of almost 65 years, June 
B. Warner, whom he married 
on June 6th, 1953 after serv- 
ing in the U.S. Army in the Korean War. Shortly after 
returning Calvin became interested in the Bible prom- 
ise of a peaceful new world. He was baptized August 
Ath, 1956 and served faithfully in the East Hartford 
Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses for more than 50 
years. He received great joy from teaching others what 
he had learned from the Bible. Calvin attended Vinal 
Tech in Middletown and worked as an Electrician first 
at the Cramer Company in Centerbrook then at New 
Departure in Meriden and Bristol. He moved his family 
to East Hartford, CT in 1960 and enjoyed entertaining 
many family and friends in their home. Calvin is sur- 
vived by his daughter Heather Telischak and husband 
Michael, his son Graham and wife Colleen, grandchil- 
dren Alexander Telischak and wife Valentyna, Summer 
Telischak, Jonathan Warner, David Warner and wife 
Janelle, great grandson Owen Warner, brother-in-law 
Stuart Bailey and Marti, sister-in-law Ann Bailey, sev- 
eral nieces and nephews as well as many dear friends. 
Besides his wife he was predeceased by his siblings 
Harris, Winthrop, George, Wesley, Ruth, Reba, Fannie 
and Polly, and brother-in-law Brian Bailey and sister-in- 
law Judy Bailey. A Memorial Service will be held at a 
future date. The family would like to thank the staff at 
Jefferson House and Hartford Hospital for the loving 
care they provided him. In memory of Cal, please visit 
JW.ORG to learn more of God's purpose for mankind. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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aol Agnes V. (Behilo) 


Agnes V. (Behilo) Quinn, 80, of 
Suffield and previously of 
North Granby, beloved wife of 
over 51 years to the late 
Robert Quinn, Sr., passed away 
peacefully on Thursday, 
December 16, 2021. Agnes 
_ was born on May 30, 1941, in 
“. Greenfield, MA, daughter of 
the late Edward and Margaret 
(Wheelden) Behilo. 
as “Aggie” grew up in Greenfield 
and -eeaaieted from St. Michael’s High School in 
Northampton, MA. She completed American Airlines 
Stewardess School and then moved to Brooklyn, 
NY where she met her husband. She worked at the 
Insurance Company of North America until the birth of 
their first child. She was a resident of North Granby, 
CT for over 40 years. She was a dedicated parishioner 
of St. Damien of Molokai Parish in Windsor. There, she 
regularly attended Masses, belonged to various organi- 
zations, and sang in the choir. Aggie’s priorities in life 
were her husband, children, and family. She went to 
great lengths to support her family in any way that she 
could and was very involved in the Catholic schools 
her children attended. She also loved to entertain and 
gather her entire family together, especially during the 
holidays. She will be spending this Christmas dancing 
with her “handsome hunk”, Bob, in heaven. 
Agnes is survived by her five children, Carol Toomey 
and her husband Kevin of Portland, Robert Quinn Jr. 
and his wife Patricia of Glastonbury, Lisa Bradley and 
her husband John of Franklin, MA, Paul Quinn and his 
wife Marie of Westfield, MA, and Daniel Quinn and his 
wife Jennifer of Windsor; her twelve grandchildren, 
Micaela & Mack Toomey, John, Edward, Patrick & 
Charles Quinn, Nathaniel Bradley and his wife Kaitlin, 
Lucas Quinn and his wife Katherine, and Emily, Joseph, 
Caroline, and Anneliese Quinn. She is also survived 
by four siblings, Barbara Urquhart of Greenfield, MA, 
Julia “Judy” Boissonneault and her husband Peter of 
Hyannis, MA, Anna Marie Kirejczyk and her husband 
Harry of Marlboro, MA and Simon Behilo of Greenfield, 
MA, her sister-in-law Carol Behilo of Moodus, CT, as 
well as numerous nieces, nephews, extended family 
and friends. In addition to her husband and parents, 
she was predeceased by her brother Edward Behilo 
and two infant granddaughters. 
Calling hours will be held on Monday, December 27, 
2021, from 4-6 p.m. at the Carmon Windsor Funeral 
Home, 807 Bloomfield Ave., Windsor. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated on Tuesday, December 28, 
2021, beginning at 10:30 am at St. Damien of Molokai 
Parish- St. Gabriel Church, 379 Broad St., Windsor. 
Guests are asked to please go directly to the church. 
Burial with committal prayers will follow in St. Joseph 
Cemetery, Route 75, Windsor, CT. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made to St. Damien of 
Molokai Parish, 379 Broad St., Windsor, CT 06095 or 
to the charity of the donor’s choice. To leave a mes- 
sage of condolence for her family, please visit www. 
carmonfuneralhome.com. 
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White, Alan G. 


Alan G. White, 81, of Simsbury, 
CT passed away on December 
17, 2021. Raised in Windsor 
Locks, CT and son of Walter 
and Esther White, Alan gradu- 
ated from the University of 


Hartford and later received 

his Master's Degree. After 

; graduation he landed a job as 

| an engineer at Pratt & 
Whitney. Alan was also a Suc- 


cessful tech ed teacher. 
He was a force of nature, a gifted musician and pas- 
Ssionate about fishing. He could often be found in his 
waders in the local rivers and streams. 
He is survived by his daughter, Audra Salazar and son- 
in-law, Luis Salazar, and three grandchildren, Fabian, 
Vilija and Lucy Salazar of California, sister, Marcia 
True of Windsor Locks, CT, niece, and Debbie Dixon of 
Windsor Locks. No services are planned at his wishes. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Karas, Fred M. 


Fred M. Karas, 84, of South Windsor, be- 

loved husband of the late Rose Mary 

(Barbowski) Karas died peacefully on 

Sunday, December 19, 2021, at Hartford 
Hospital. Fred was born in Nanticoke, PA, on February 
23, 1937, Son of the late Fred F. and Dorothy (Butelewicz) 
Karas. He grew up in Pennsylvania and New York. He 
graduated from Brooklyn Tech and went on to serve our 
country with the U.S. Navy. He was married to the love 
of his life and high school sweetheart Rose Mary who 
passed in July 1999. Fred graduated from Hofstra 
University while raising his young family. Fred and Rose 
Mary later moved to Framingham, MA, and retired in 
Sebastian FL. Fred worked for Instrument 
Representative Inc. in Glastonbury and then John Fluke 
Manufacturing in Billerica, MA before his retirement. 
Fred lived in North and South Carolina and returned to 
Connecticut (South Windsor) to be closer to his chil- 
dren and grandchildren. Fred was an American history 
buff. He enjoyed boating and was an avid fresh-water 
fisherman. He was a car enthusiast and enjoyed golf. A 
kind, caring, and devoted family man, he will be dearly 
missed. He leaves his daughters, Deborah Theriault of 
Ellington, and Donna DeCiantis and her husband 
Anthony of South Windsor; his sister, Suzanne Colligas 
of Allentown, PA; his grandchildren, David DeCiantis 
and his wife Melissa of South Windsor, and Justin 
Theriault and his wife Katherine of West Hartford; his 
great grandchildren, Damon, Anthony, Alex, and Mason; 
and his sister-in-law, Winifred Meyers of Sebastian, FL. 
Funeral services and burial will be private at the re- 
quest of his family. In lieu of flowers memorial dona- 
tions may be made to a charity of the donor's choice. 
Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home in South Windsor has 
care of the arrangements. For online condolences 
please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 
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Osborne, Elizabeth M. Ferris 


Elizabeth M. (Ferris) Osborne, 
88, Of Murrells Inlet, SC, be- 
loved wife for over 71 years to 
the late William R. Osborne Jr., 
died peacefully on_ Friday, 
December 17, 2021, at home. 
She grew up in Concord, NH. 
She met and married the love 
of her life, William on August 
27, 1950. The moved. to 
Connecticut in 1950 and set- 
tled in South Windsor. 
Elizabeth went to work for the First Federal Savings 
Bank in South Windsor and retired as Vice President 
and branch manager after 30 years of service. She was 
active in South Windsor with the Chamber of Commerce, 
Lions Club, South Windsor Open Space and Wetlands 
Commission, and the South Windsor Housing Authority. 
In her spare time, she enjoyed spending time away at 
her condo in Garden City, SC, gardening, and quilting. A 
kind, caring, loving and devoted wife, mother, sister, 
grandmother, and great grandmother she will be dearly 
missed. She leaves her children, Gary Osborne and his 
wife Dinaura of NC, Gregory Osborne of AZ, Jan Richards 
of SC, and Judy Osborne-Murphy and her husband Craig 
of FL; eight grandchildren, Jason, Justin, Daniel, Kyle, 
Allison, Katie, Kelly, and Samantha; and seven great 
grandchildren. She also leaves her faithful companion 
and friend, Chauncey, her dog. She was predeceased by 
her sister, Marion Thomas; her brother, Alton L. Ferris 
Jr; and her grandson, Jonathan Osborne. Her family will 
receive friends on Wednesday, December 29th, from 
10-11 a.m.; followed by a funeral service at 11 a.m., in 
the chapel of the Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home, 419 
Buckland Rd., South Windsor. Burial will follow at 
Wapping Cemetery. In lieu of flowers memorial dona- 
tions may be made in Elizabeth's memory to Smile 
Train and/or the Alzheimer’s Association. For online 
condolences please visit www.carmonfuneralhome. 
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Parsons, Patricia Carroll 


The Funeral Service and burial scheduled for Patricia 
Carroll Parsons on Wednesday, December 29, 2021 have 
been POSTPONED until a day and time to be announced. 
Arrangements are being handled by The Ahern Funeral 
Homes, Inc., www.ahernfuneralhome.com. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 








Webber, James (Jim) F 


With the peace of our Lord in 
his heart, passed through the 
gates of Heaven on December 
10, 2021. Please see 
“Abbeycremations.com, for a 
complete obituary. 
Please sign guestbook at 

courant.com/obituaries 
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a Norma 


On Sunday, December 19, 
2021, Norma _ (Schneider) 
Mudgett, beloved wife and 
mother of four, passed away 
while surrounded by family at 
the age of 77. She was born 
on July 9,1944 to Otto and 
Florence (Cummings) 
Schneider, and was a lifelong 
resident of Somers, 
Connecticut. She was a Car- 
ing mother, a homemaker, a 
lover of all things purple, and a storied collector of pig 
knick Knacks. She was a talented craftswoman, and 
gifted those around her with ceramics and items she 
crocheted, knitted, and cross-stitched. The most im- 
portant things in her life were her husband, children 
and grandchildren for whom her influence was - and 
will always be - profound. 
She is survived by her devoted husband of 43 years, 
George Mudgett; her four children Dan Avery of 
Somers, CT, Robert Avery and his wife Deborah Avery 
of Pensacola, FL, Melissa Mudgett and her partner Greg 
Sofios of Cranston, RI, and Amy (Mudgett) Lyle and her 
husband Landon Lyle of Driggs, ID; seven grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren; and by her brothers 
Frank Scheider and his wife Marie of Ellington, CT, Ken 
Schneider and his wife Linda of Palm Coast, FL, Tim 
Schneider of Fort Myers, FL, and James Engelman and 
Theresa of Somers, CT. She was predeceased by her 
sister Linda (Schneider) Worthington of Enfield, CT, and 
her brother Mark Engelman. 
The family is grateful to all who supported Norma in 
her later years. 
No funeral or memorial service is immediately planned. 
The family will notify loved ones in the event of a future 
service, and request memorial contributions be made 
to the American Stroke Association. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Parent, George F 


George F. Parent, 79, of East 

Hampton, beloved husband 

of the late Janet K. Parent 

passed away surrounded by 

his loving family on Friday 

Dec. 17th at Hartford 

Hospital. Born April 3, 1942 in 

Collinsville, CT., he was the 

son of the late Joseph and 

Pansy (Thomas) Parent. 

George proudly served his 

country in the U. S. Air Force 

as a senior airman. He retired from Pratt & Whitney 

where he was an Inspector at both the East Hartford 

and Middletown facilities. George was also a member 

of the Knights of Columbus. He loved fishing and going 

to the races at both Waterford Speedbowl and Stafford 

Motor Speedway where he had many friends and ac- 

quaintances. George always had a smile on his face 

and enjoyed meeting new people. He was a very kind 

and genuine man who brought out the best in people. 

Family meant everything to George. He is survived by 

his son Todd Parent and wife Julie of Preston, CT., his 

daughter's Julie Lefemine and husband Patrick of 

Union, Katherine Measimer and husband Kenneth of 

East Hampton, seven grandchildren Samantha, Ashley, 

Jessica, Patrick Jr., Matthew, Abigail, Corbin and his 

three great grandchildren Harper, Mason and Syris. He 

was looking forward to having another great-grand- 

daughter in April. He also leaves his beloved God 

Daughter Leah McCarthy of MA. his God Son Brady 

McCarthy and many nieces and nephews. He was pre- 

deceased by his five siblings. Friends may call at the 

Spencer Funeral Home 112 Main St. East Hampton on 

Tuesday Dec. 28th from 5:00PM until 7:00PM. A Funeral 

Liturgy will be celebrated on Wednesday Dec. 29th at 

11:00 AM in St. Patrick Church with burial to follow in 

St. Patrick Cemetery. To leave online condolences 
please visit www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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State still not recovered from pandemic job loss 


Labor commissioner says job growth has been steady throughout 2021, calls latest monthly report ‘good economic news’ 


By Erica E. Phillips 
CT Mirror 


The COVID-19 pandemic was a shock to 
the labor market in Connecticut, knocking 
back job gains in the sectors that had grown 
in the decade since the Great Recession and 
accelerating job losses in those that were 
already struggling. 

Even now, over a year after the short-lived 
pandemic recession, the previous decade’s 
job growth remains entirely wiped out. 

Following the Great Recession, from Janu- 
ary 2011 to January 2020, total nonfarm jobs 
in the state rose 71,500, agentle 4.4%, accord- 


ing to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
But beginning in early 2020, the pandemic 
drove sharp job losses, and recovery since 
the spring 2020 recession has been incom- 
plete as the pandemic waxed and waned. 
From January 2020 to November of 
this year, Connecticut nonfarm jobs have 
declined by nearly 74,000. And more than 
101,000 Connecticut residents have exited 
the workforce entirely. Connecticut’s state- 
wide unemployment rate in November was 
6.0%, higher than the national rate of 4.2%. 
The state’s interim Labor Commissioner, 
Danté Bartolomeo, said last week that job 
growth has been steady throughout 2021 — 


calling the latest monthly jobs report “good 
economic news.” In a statement accompany- 
ing the report, Bartolomeo said, “We have a 
lot of work ahead of us, but the numbers tell 
a powerful story.” 

While the health of Connecticut’s labor 
market is improving — unemployment is 
sliding downward and job numbers and 
openings are steadily rising — economists 
say the state needs to better support growth 
in sectors that provide steadier, higher-pay- 
ing employment. 

Asin much of the country, industries that 
bore the brunt of job losses in Connecticut 
were high-contact, lower-wage sectors. 


Leisure and hospitality jobs were down 
21,800 from January 2020 to November of 
this year. In education and health services, 
jobs have declined by 17,100. 

Prior to the pandemic, those were the 
sectors where jobs had been growing the 
fastest in the state. 

“Connecticut unemployment is slightly 
higher than national average, particularly 
because Connecticut’s growth had been 
focused on the sectors that have been partic- 
ularly hit hard during the pandemic,’ said 
Sadia Priyanka, an economics professor at 


Turn to Jobs, Page 2 
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Testing rush begins 


Where to find a COVID-19 test in Connecticut this week without an appointment 


By Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


With demand for COVID-19 testing surging in the days 
before Christmas, many test appointments in Connecticut are 
booked up — and rapid at-home tests are hard to procure. 

But a number of walk-up and drive-up COVID-19 testing 
sites are open across the state, which do not require an appoint- 
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ment to be scheduled in advance. 


“We’re seeing cases just explode and omicron is quickly 
becoming the most prominent variant that we’re seeing — and 
a huge demand for testing?’ New Haven Mayor Justin Elicker 
said Wednesday morning at a drive-up COVID-19 testing site 


in the city’s Long Wharf neighborhood. 


The Long Wharf site, run by Wren Laboratories, collects 
saliva samples to test for COVID-19 — as opposed to using nasal 
swabs — and its PCR testing is 99.9% accurate in detecting the 


virus, officials say. 


“Tt’s much less uncomfortable than sticking something up 


Dog can’t go home 
after fatal mauling 


Judge rejects request; 
pit bull-pointer mix 
killed Suffield woman 


Associated Press 


A Connecticut Superior 
Court judge has rejected a 
request to return to its family 
a dog that killed a 95-year-old 
woman. 

Judge Matthew Budzik, 
in aruling issued last Friday, 
also rejected a request from 
Neil and Annie Hornish of 
Suffield to resume visitation 
with Dexter, The Journal 
Inquirer reported. 

The dog, a pit bull-pointer 
mix, was ordered euthanized 
after it attacked and mortally 
wounded Janet D’Aleo, of 
Enfield, during a visit to the 
Hornish’s home on Nov. 6, 
2019. 

The couple is appealing 
that order to the Animal 


Control Division of the state 
Department of Agriculture 
and Dexter remains confined 
to the River Valley Animal 
Center in Suffield while 
its fate is decided. Annie 
Hornish is former state legis- 
lator and animal rights advo- 
cate. 

“The court has profound 
reservations about the 
Hornishes’ suitability to care 
for Dexter in a manner that 
protects the interests of the 
public at large and any person 
or animal that may come into 
contact with Dexter,” Judge 
Matthew Budzik wrote. 

According to a police 
summary of the attack, 
Dexter bit D’Aleo on the leg, 
bringing her to the ground, 
and then mauled her, causing 
injuries that led to her death. 

Annie Hornish testified 
during an animal control 
hearing last year that Dexter 
attacked D’Aleo only after 


your nose,” Elicker noted. 

Saliva-based PCR testing is available in Meriden and Middle- 
town, as well as in New Haven; nasal-swab PCR testing is avail- 
able at numerous other sites across the state. The state’s full 
searchable database of COVID-19 testing sites can be found 


at 21lct.org. 


Thursday 


noon to 7 p.m. 


3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
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She later died. AP 


she fell and a health care aide 
began hitting Dexter with a 
stool. 

D’Aleo’s family received 
$2 million payment to settle 
its wrongful death lawsuit 
against the Hornishes. 

A state hearing officer last 
year approved a recommen- 
dation that the Hornish’s dog 
be euthanized, concluding 
Dexter is a danger to public 
safety after the attack. 

“Also, in this tragic matter, 
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The Suffield house where a woman, 95, was mauled by a dog. 


Friday/Viernes: llam-2pm 
Saturday/S4bado: liam-4pm 
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Here’s where to find a no-appointment COVID-19 test, 
through the end of the year: 
Bridgeport: North End Branch Library, 3455 Madison Ave., 


Bristol: City Hall Parking Lot, 111 N Main St., noon to 7 p.m. 
Danbury: Police Athletic League Inc., 35 Hayestown Road, 


Hartford: Saint Francis Hospital, 125 Woodland St., 8:30 a.m. 
to noon; 1161 Albany Ave., corner of Albany Ave. and Woodland 





a picture speaks a thousand 
words,” Department of Agri- 
culture hearing officer Carole 
Briggs wrote in her decision. 
“The photographs of the 
victim’s wounds, were, quite 
simply, devastating.” 

The Hornishes have 
argued against that recom- 
mendation, contending the 
dog may have been provoked 
the day of the attack by 
D’Aleo’s home health aide 
and was usually docile. 
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As omicron 
surges, SO 
does travel 


Connecticut residents should 
not expect white Christmas 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


Travel across the U.S. this holiday period 
is expected to easily exceed 2020 levels, 
even as concern grows over an omicron- 
driven surge in COVID-19 cases. 

AAA projected a 15% increase in Thanks- 
giving travel among New Englanders this 
year over 2020. That trend is expected to 
continue, with total travel up 39% this year 
over last. 

About twice as many passengers are 
expected to fly through Bradley Interna- 
tional Airport this holiday season, accord- 


| me ing to the Connecticut Airport Authority, 
ayy. as air travel nears a return to pre-pandemic 
3 levels. 


“If there is one thing we have seen at 
AAA throughout the year, it is pent-up 
demand for travel,” said Tracy E. Noble, a 
spokesperson for AAA in Greater Hartford. 
“Whether people are hitting the road for 
an overdue visit with friends and family, or 
planning a more significant getaway, there 
is little discouraging them.” 

Here’s what to know ahead of the week- 
end. 


What will the weather look like? 

Dreaming of a white Christmas? It’ll 
probably have to stay that way, experts say. 

It’s expected to be clear in the Hartford 
area until Thursday night, when there will 
be a chance of snow between 10 p.m. and 
5 a.m. Friday morning, or Christmas Eve, 
according to the National Weather Service. 

That could mean up to 1.5 inches near 
the Massachusetts border, and a half-inch 
or less elsewhere, said Gary Lessor, chief 
meteorologist at the Western Connecticut 
State University Weather Center. 

Friday should be partly sunny with 
temperatures reaching the low-40s, Lessor 
said, warm enough to likely melt off any 
snow fall from Thursday night. 

Precipitation is expected on Saturday, 
Christmas Day, Lessor said, but the models 
are projecting light rain or mixed rain. 

“The [European model] is going more 
of a nighttime into morning, while the 
U.S. model at this point has kind of kicked 
it back to during the day,” Lessor said. 
“But either way, neither one is calling for 
anything too dramatic.” 

As for the “Just like the ones I used to 
know” part of the “White Christmas” 


Turn to Forecast, Page 2 


Bonds to fund work 
on Silver Lane in 

East Hartford, park 
project in Manchester 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


EAST HARTFORD — The State Bond Commis- 
sion approved a total of $8 million for projects and 
programs in East Hartford and Manchester, includ- 
ing $500,000 for revival of the Silver Lane commer- 
cial corridor, a main focus of local and state leaders, 
and $3 million for upgrades to a once neglected park 
in Manchester. 

East Hartford development director Eileen Buck- 
heit said Wednesday that the funds approved for the 
corridor would allow the town to hire a planning firm 
to examine the area around the former Showcase 
Cinemas site “to give us very specific recommenda- 
tions, which we would use to build on our current land 
use study (covering Silver Lane from Main Street to 
Forbes Street).” 

The long-blighted land along I-84 in where the 
now demolished cineplex rotted away for years is the 
planned site of a 360-unit apartment complex. The 
town council in September approved a deal to sell 


Turn to Bonds, Page 2 
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Two Hartford 
teens face charges 
after car theft 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


Police arrested two Hart- 
ford teenagers Tuesday 
afternoon in connection 
with a motor vehicle theft 
and crash in Manchester. 

The two men, both 18, are 
charged with second-degree 
larceny and second-degree 
trover, among other charges. 
Police said they believe the 
two menare suspects in other 
recent motor vehicle thefts in 
the Manchester area. 

Police said they responded 
to the area of Church and 
Center Streets about 1 p.m. 
Tuesday following a report 
ofa stolen vehicle. 

A witness told police 
the vehicle, a 2014 Honda 
Accord, struck an unoccu- 
pied car while it turned to 
exit the nearby Citgo gas 
station to head south on 
Church Street, eventually 
stopping outside 15 Church 
St. Two occupants fled the 


vehicle on foot, the witness 
reportedly told police. 

The owner of the Honda 
told police their car was 
stolen at the gas station 
while officers were respond- 
ing to the scene, police said. 

Police said the two 
suspects were quickly iden- 
tified based on a physical 
description provided by the 
witness to the crash, and 
were located and arrested 
by police shortly after. 

Both men are being held 
on a $100,000 bond and are 
scheduled to appear in court 
Wednesday. 

Charges related to the 
other suspected motor vehi- 
cle thefts are pending, police 
said. 

The Courant gener- 
ally only names suspects 
accused of class A and B 
felonies. 


Seamus McAvoy may 
be reached at smcavoy@ 
courant.com. 


Last member of 
‘Grab and Go’ gang 
pleads guilty to thefts 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


The last member of a 
gang of Hartford friends 
to face charges for a more 
than $100,000 “Grab and 
Go” spree targeting high- 
end retailers across the 
Northeast faces years in 
prison after pleading guilty 
Wednesday to theft charges 
in federal court. 

Jahliil “Stretch” Parrott, 
24, was charged along with 
seven others from in and 
around Hartford with inter- 
state theft for bolting out of 
high end retailers from New 
York to New Hampshire 
with arm loads of designer 
items and racing away from 
store security and police 
in rented cars with phony 
license plates. 

The group was responsi- 
ble for about 60 grab and go 
thefts from retailers in every 
New England state and New 
York between October 2019 
and November 2020. Parrot 
has admitted being involved 
personally in 34. 

Similar crimes have taken 
place around the coun- 
try as, federal prosecutors 
said, thieves such as those 
in Hartford exploit the 
COVID pandemic by taking 
advantage of overtaxed law 
enforcement. As is the case 
elsewhere, prosecutors said 
the Hartford thieves used 
social media to sell stolen 
goods. Parrott and his gang 
stole so much they needed to 
rent storage units to hide it. 

At one point, federal 
prosecutors said Parrott, 
with some of the others, 
was robbing stores around 
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lyric, Irving Berlin may have unintention- 
ally projected the effects of climate change. 
Higher temperatures globally have 
reduced the chances of a “white Christmas” 
— technically defined as at least one inch of 
snow on the ground — in recent years, which 


now hovers around 33%. 


Since 2000, none of the Christmas Days 
have cracked the top 30 on record for deep- 
est snowfall. Four inches fell on Christmas 


in 2002, which ranks 31st. 


What’s the best time to drive? 

AAA says the worst time to drive is 
between noon and 6 p.m. on Thursday, or 
between 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. on Friday. If you 
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the 25.6-acre site for $ltoa 
developer seeking to start 
construction of the apart- 
ment complex in 2022. 

But Mayor Mike Walsh 
said renting those apart- 
ments would be increasingly 
problematic “if 360 prospec- 
tive tenants have to drive by 
a blighted and mostly vacant 
shopping center,” referring 
to the adjacent Silver Lane 
Plaza. 

For any meaningful 
development to occur on 
the Showcase site, the town 
must acquire the plaza site, 
Walsh said. He said he was in 


the region every few days. 
In November 2019, he was 
accused of hitting five Polo 
Lauren, TJ Maxx. Burberry, 
Balenciaga and Macy’s stores 
in suburban Boston and on 
Long Island in New York for 
about $40,000. Parrott faces 
additional charges in New 
York for biting a store secu- 
rity guard who tried to stop 
him during the Macy’s theft. 

Federal authorities said 
Parrott and the others 
would walk into stores 
like normal shoppers, grab 
goods and race out where 
an accomplice waited in the 
getaway car. In some cases, 
the thieves led the police on 
chases, federal authorities 
said. 

“This was an organized 
scheme carried out by a 
network of individuals who 
not only committed more 
than fifty “grab and go” 
robberies, but used rental 
cars and fraudulent license 
plates to evade law enforce- 
ment and then sold the 
stolen goods on social media 
as well as on the street,” the 
U.S. Attorney’s office said in 
a court filing. 

Parrott had a criminal 
record and was incarcer- 
ated briefly before being 
indicted in the grab and go 
thefts. Charged with him are 
Paige James, Andres Barclet, 
Aysia Ryan, William Tisdol, 
Jordan Braithwaite, Janezia 
Miller and Tashanique Bliz- 
zard. 

Parrott faces three to four 
years in prison when he 
returns to court for sentenc- 
ing. He and the others 
also are ordered to repay 
$118,000 to the retailers. 


Jobs 


from Page 1 


Connecticut College. 

The pandemic reces- 
sion was different from 
the Great Recession in the 
kinds of jobs it eliminated, 
Priyanka said. “After the 
financial crisis, we saw 
more job losses in construc- 
tion and manufacturing, 
which are typically more 
male-dominated indus- 
tries.” The problem, she 
added, is that Connecticut’s 
construction and manufac- 
turing sectors never fully 
rebounded after the Great 
Recession. 

The same wasn’t true 
in the rest of the country. 
Nationwide, construction 
jobs grew by about 40%, 
and manufacturing was up 
more than 10% between 
January 2011 and January 
2020. 

Connecticut has also 
seen ongoing job losses or 
stagnation in other high- 
er-wage industries over 
the past decade — trends 
that weren’t helped by 
the pandemic recession. 
Jobs in the financial sector 
declined by 13,200 between 
January 2011 and January 
2020, and job losses have 
continued since then, off 
by another 4,900 as of 
November. A slight decline 
in information jobs after the 
Great Recession acceler- 
ated during the pandemic, 
falling 3,300 between Janu- 
ary 2020 and November of 
this year. And government 
jobs are down by more than 
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St., 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Char- 
ter Oak Health Center, 21 
Grand St., 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Kent: Town of Kent 
Transfer Station, 46 Maple 
St., 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Killingly: Quinebaug 
Valley Community College, 
742 Upper Maple St., 
Danielson, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Meriden: 13 Orange St. 
(saliva testing), 3 p.m. to 6 
p.m. 

New Haven: Long Wharf, 
60 Sargent Drive (saliva 
testing), 8 a.m. to noon; 
New Haven Green (saliva 
testing), 250 Temple St., 2 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Norwalk: Veteran’s 
Memorial Park & Marina, 
42 Seaview Ave., 3 p.m. to 
7 p.m. 

Norwich: Dodd Stadium, 
14 Stott Ave., 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Plainfield: Plainfield 
Town Hall, 8 Community 
Ave., 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Stamford: Cove Island, 
1125 Cove Road, 2 p.m. to 
7 p.m. 

Stonington: Stonington 
Human Services, 166 South 
Broad St., Pawcatuck, 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. 

Waterbury: Brass Mill 
Center Mall (near old Sears 
building), 375 Union St., 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Friday 
Danbury: Police Athletic 
League Inc., 35 Hayestown 
Road, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Hartford: Saint Fran- 


20,000 over the last decade, 
half of which disappeared 
since last January. 

“Connecticut has discon- 
nected from the national 
economy over the last 
three decades, and espe- 
cially since 2010,” said 
UConn economist Fred 
Carstensen, who runs 
the Connecticut Center 
for Economic Analysis. 
After the Great Reces- 
sion, Connecticut never 
returned to its previous 
levels of employment and 
output, Carstensen said. 

Coupled with the loss of 
much of the state’s high- 
er-paying manufactur- 
ing, finance and insurance 
jobs, Connecticut was in 
a particularly vulnerable 
position when the COVID 
recession hit. 

A global pandemic wasn’t 
the kind of economic shock 
that many in leadership 
positions were prepared 
for, said Rakesh Kochhar, 
senior researcher with Pew 
Research Center. “I don’t 
know who was anticipat- 
ing that, frankly. It’s hard to 
say what things [the labor 
market] is vulnerable to 
or not until they happen.” 
The nature of the corona- 
virus being airborne drove 
a distinct kind of labor 
market shock, he said. 

“For the first time in all 
the recessions on record, 
post-World War II, the 
services sector was the 
one that bore most of the 
impact,” Kochhar said. 
“They led in job loss, and 
because women are more 
likely than men to be in 


cis Hospital, 125 Wood- 
land St., 8:30 a.m. to noon; 
1161 Albany Ave., corner of 
Albany Ave. and Woodland 
St., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Char- 
ter Oak Health Center, 21 
Grand St., 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

New Britain: Veterans 
Memorial Stadium, 635 S 
Main St., noon to 7 p.m. 

Norwich: Dodd Stadium, 
14 Stott Ave., 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Willimantic: Recreation 
Park, 50 Main St., 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 


Sunday 

Bridgeport: North End 
Branch Library, 3455 Madi- 
son Ave., noon to 5 p.m. 

Hartford: Saint Francis 
Hospital, 125 Woodland St., 
8:30 a.m. to noon. 

Hebron: RHAM Middle/ 
High School, 85 Wall St., 8 
a.m. to noon. 

New Haven: Long Wharf, 
60 Sargent Drive (saliva 
testing), 8 a.m. to noon.; 
New Haven Green (saliva 
testing), 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Norwalk: Veteran’s 
Memorial Park & Marina, 
42 Seaview Ave., 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

Stamford: Cove Island, 
1125 Cove Road, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Vernon: Rockville High 
School, 70 Loveland Hill 
Road, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


Monday, Dec. 27 
Bridgeport: North End 
Branch Library, 3455 Madi- 
son Ave., 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
New Britain: Veterans 
Memorial Stadium, 635 S. 
Main St., 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


services, we saw that 
women initially experi- 
enced a greater increase 
in unemployment and a 
greater decrease in labor 
force participation.” 

After the Great Reces- 
sion, women’s participa- 
tion in the labor force — the 
percentage of women who 
are working or looking for 
work — declined. It had 
begun to recover when the 
pandemic arrived, which 
led to another, much 
sharper drop in female 
participation. As of Novem- 
ber, 56.2% of working-age 
women in the United 
States were participating 
in the labor force, below the 
overall labor force partici- 
pation rate of 61.8%. (The 
latest figures for Connecti- 
cut — 2020 annual aver- 
ages — show women’s 
participation stood at 59.3% 
compared to overall partic- 
ipation of 64.8%.) 

Many women dropped 
out of the labor force during 
the pandemic, “but it wasn’t 
only because of school 
closures,” said Stephanie 
Aaronson, an economist 
with Brookings Institution. 
“They were in service posi- 
tions at hotels, restaurants, 
stores and personal services 
— all these things closed. 
School closings obviously 
mattered, but these other 
things mattered a lot,” 
Aaronson said. 

And women may remain 
out of the labor force for a 
while yet, even as the econ- 
omy has mostly reopened. 
“People’s labor force deci- 
sions are very sticky in the 


New Haven: Long Wharf, 
60 Sargent Drive (saliva 
testing), 8 a.m. to noon.; 
New Haven Green (saliva 
testing), 250 Temple St., 2 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Norwich: Dodd Stadium, 
14 Stott Ave., 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Plainfield: Plainfield 
Town Hall, 8 Community 
Ave., 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Waterbury: Brass Mill 
Center Mall (near old Sears 
building), 375 Union St., 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Tuesday, Dec. 28 

Bridgeport: North End 
Branch Library, 3455 Madi- 
son Ave., 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Bristol: City Hall Parking 
Lot, 111 N Main St., noon to 
7 p.m. 

Killingly: Quinebaug 
Valley Community College, 
742 Upper Maple St., 
Danielson, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Middletown: Cross 
Street AME Zion Church, 
440 West St. (saliva test- 
ing), 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

New Haven: Long Wharf, 
60 Sargent Drive (saliva 
testing), 8 a.m. to noon.; 
New Haven Green (saliva 
testing), 250 Temple St., 2 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Norwich: Dodd Stadium, 
14 Stott Ave., 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Meriden: 13 Orange St. 
(saliva testing), 9 a.m. to 
noon. 

Waterbury: Brass Mill 
Center Mall (near old Sears 
building), 375 Union St., 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Wednesday, Dec. 29 
Bridgeport: North End 


plan to travel on Sunday, after Christmas, 
AAA advises getting on the road before noon. 

Although snow cover will be scant this 
year, the lack of precipitation means the 


roads should be in good condition. 

But before heading out, AAA says to 
make sure your vehicle is road-ready. The 
majority of the 15,000 calls the organization 
responded to in Connecticut during last 
year’s holiday period were for dead batter- 
ies or flat tires. 

While inclement weather isn’t expected 
this weekend, AAA recommends keeping 
your vehicle stocked with roadside safety 


kits, a shovel, warm clothing, nonperishable 
snacks and other cold weather accessories 
during the winter. 


active, but so far unsuccess- 
ful, negotiations with the 
owner to acquire the prop- 
erty, which is appraised at 
$4.6 million. Funds are in 
place that could be used to 
buy, remediate, and then 
renovate or demolish the 
existing structures “to begin 
the process of properly 
developing Silver Lane,” 
Walsh said. 

Also, Buckheit said, the 
town is purchasing Apple- 
gate Lane, which runs 
between Silver Lane and 
Nutmeg Lane, adjacent to 
the blighted plaza. The road 
has been held in a trust for 
many years and has never 
been formally acquired by 
the town. Buckheit said 


State police are reminding drivers to 
follow all safe driving habits, including to 
refrain from texting or using a cellphone 


the town will complete 
predevelopment activi- 
ties, including land surveys, 
environmental investiga- 
tions, appraisals and any 
other activities that can lead 
to development. 

“The Silver Lane corridor 
represents a step into East 
Hartford’s future,” House 
Majority Leader Jason Rojas, 
D-East Hartford said, “and 
with the support from the 
bond commission, the town 
can begin to achieve a design 
that appropriately considers 
the needs of our community 
in the years to come.” 

The state money also 
includes $4 million for 
repairs and improvements 
to the Veterans Memorial 


while operating a vehicle. Those who plan to 
drink alcohol should remember to designate 
a driver, or make other travel arrangements. 

The Connecticut Highway Safety Office 
is highlighting an Uber discount code, 
made possible by a partnership between 
the Governors Highway Safety Association 
and Responsibility.org, aimed at reducing 
impaired driving this holiday season. 

The code “CTRIDESAFE” may be 
redeemed in the app to take $10 off the 
cost of a ride. The discount is applicable on 
Fridays and Saturdays between 5 p.m. and 4 
a.m. between Dec. 17 and Jan. 1. 


What should travelers be aware of ? 
Law enforcement will be looking out for 


signs of impaired driving. 


“While on patrol, troopers will focus on 
distracted driving and those who may be 


Clubhouse on Sunset Ridge 
Drive in East Hartford, a 
community gathering place. 

In Manchester, the fund- 
ing includes $3 million for 
improvements to Center 
Springs Park, including more 
accessible footpaths, fitness 
equipment, construction 
of an amphitheater, reloca- 
tion of the playground and 
enhancements to the three 
entrance areas. 

Town officials have been 
working to make the 57-acre 
park more accessible and 
visible. Created in 1917 with 
land donations from the 
Cheney and Hilliard fami- 
lies, the park was a popu- 
lar gathering place for ice 
skating and other activities 


roads.” 


1, 2022. 


sense that they might not 
be permanent, but they 
don’t tend to reverse very 
quickly,” Aaronson said. 
“We shouldn’t ignore the 
fact that the pandemic is 
still weighing on people 
even ifschools are open and 
things seem more normal.” 

Adam Grossberg, an 
economics professor 
at Trinity College, said 
because of ongoing COVID- 
19 infections, many parents 
still face day-to-day uncer- 
tainty over whether their 
child care will even be open. 
“If the kid is home 40% 
of the time, what are we 
paying for?” he wondered. 

“The labor supply has 
been interrupted by the 
lack of reliable child care,” 
Grossberg said. But with 
social safety programs 
providing extra finan- 
cial assistance to families 
with children during the 
pandemic, some two-in- 
come households have 
been able to contemplate 
living off a single income — 
even if only temporarily. “In 
a sense, the pandemic has 
forced households into this 
experiment that they didn’t 
have the courage to walk 
into voluntarily,” Gross- 
berg said. 

But there are sure signs 
the labor market is on track 
to recovery. “There is still 
a shortfall; we’re not back 
to pre-pandemic levels,” 
Kochhar said. “But defi- 
nitely since the beginning 
of this year, there has been 
a lot of change in what you 
might call the right direc- 
tion.” 


Branch Library, 3455 Madi- 
son Ave., 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Killingly: Quinebaug 
Valley Community College, 
742 Upper Maple St., 
Danielson, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

New Haven: Long Wharf, 
60 Sargent Drive (saliva 
testing), 8 a.m. to noon.; 
New Haven Green (saliva 
testing), 250 Temple St., 2 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Waterbury: Brass Mill 
Center Mall (near old Sears 
building), 375 Union St., 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Waterford: Waterford 
Public Library, 49 Rope 
Ferry Road, 8 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 


Thursday, Dec. 30 

Bridgeport: North End 
Branch Library, 3455 Madi- 
son Ave., noon to 7 p.m. 

Bristol: City Hall Parking 
Lot, 111 N. Main St., noon to 
7 p.m. 

Meriden: 13 Orange St. 
(saliva testing), 3 p.m. to 6 


p.m. 

Middletown: Cross 
Street AME Zion Church, 
440 West St. (saliva test- 
ing), 9 a.m. to noon. 

New Haven: Long Wharf, 
60 Sargent Drive (saliva 
testing), 8 a.m. to noon.; 
New Haven Green (saliva 
testing), 250 Temple St., 2 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Waterbury: Brass Mill 
Center Mall (near old Sears 
building), 375 Union St., 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Eliza Fawcett can be 
reached at elfawcett@ 
courant.com. 


operating under the influence,” Col. Stavros 
Mellekas, state police commanding officer, 
said in a statement. “Please, be our part- 
ners in safety by following state traffic laws 
and call 911 if you see an emergency on our 


State police began conducting roving DUI 
checkpoints throughout the state on Dec. 
21, and will continue to do so through Jan. 


Hartford police will also enforce an oper- 
ating under the influence (OUI) checkpoint 
in the area of 1800 Main Street on Thursday 
from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. The checkpoint is part 


of the department’s broader OUI enforce- 


for decades. But use dimin- 
ished and, by the 1980s, the 
park had fallen into disre- 
pair. Improvements over the 
past few years have included 
complete dredging of the 
pond and installation of a 
disc golf course. 

Public works director 
Tim Bockus said the state 
funding would “allow us to 
have a more comprehen- 
sive implementation strat- 
egy.” The town developed a 
master plan for reviving the 
park in 2018. 

Asked about a timeline, 
Bockus said, “there are 
many elements, so it will be 
an ongoing effort comprised 
of multiple projects over the 
next few of years.” 


ment program, with funding from the state 
Department of Transportation. 


Seamus McAvoy may be reached at 
smcavoy@courant.com. 


Funding also includes 
$390,000 for a manufactur- 
ing education program at 
Manchester High School. 

“This funding will provide 
an amazing opportunity for 
our students at Manchester 
High School to build their 
skills in these high demand 
and high paying trades and 
will increase our investment 
in our workforce and manu- 
facturing industry right here 
in Manchester,” said Demo- 
cratic Rep. Jason Doucette, 
whose district covers parts 
of Manchester and Glaston- 
bury.” 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com. 
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Lawmakers fail to reach deal on district lines 


By Susan Haigh 


Associated Press 


A bipartisan commission tasked with 
redrawing the boundaries for Connecti- 
cut’s congressional districts failed to meet 
its deadline on Tuesday, sending the chal- 
lenging job of crafting a new map to the 
Connecticut Supreme Court once again. 

In 2011, the last time boundaries were 
redrawn, lawmakers couldn’t reach agree- 
ment on the congressional districts and the 
state’s highest court named a special master 
to redraw the lines. 

“We’ll continue to have conversations 
with our counterparts, but I just don’t think 
we'll be able to get there. It’s not adversar- 
ial. No one is angry at anybody. This is high- 
stakes stuff,” said House Speaker Matt Ritter, 
D-Hartford. He noted how both Democrats 


State panel 
to begin 

emergency 
law review 


Special commission to check 
civil preparedness rules as 
pandemic problems increase 


Associated Press 


A special commission plans to review 
Connecticut’s laws that govern public 
health and civil preparedness emergen- 
cies, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and make recommendations for how they 
might be changed. 

The five-member group created by 
the state legislature met Tuesday for the 
first time. It includes a lawmaker, legis- 
lative attorneys, staff and 
others. 

Rep. Michael D’Agos- 
tino, D-Hamden, the 
co-chairperson of the 
special commission, said 
one of the “little silver 
linings” of the pandemic 
is the opportunity to reex- 
amine old statutes that 
were “probably born of 
the atomic age.” He said those statutes 
now should be updated so the General 
Assembly and the administration can 
better respond to emergencies in the 
future. 

While there was bipartisan agreement 
during the early days of the pandemic that 
Democratic Gov. Ned Lamont needed 
extraordinary emergency powers, the 
legislature’s minority Republicans and 
some Democrats have more recently 
pushed back on attempts to extend those 
powers. 

Currently, they’re scheduled to expire 
on Feb. 15. 

The legislation creating the Biparti- 
san Commission to Study Declarations 
of Public Health and Civil Preparedness 
Emergencies set a Jan. 1 deadline for the 
group to report its findings to the General 
Assembly. 

However, D’Agostino said given the 
group’s late start, it likely won’t complete 
its work until closer to Jan. 21, which is 
allowed under the law. 





D’Agostino 
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Misty, a 4-year-old female pit bull terrier, was stolen from the 
New Haven Police Department Animal Shelter on Fournier 


Street. NEW HAVEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 





and Republicans face “external pressures” 
to redraw the congressional lines in a certain 
way. In contrast, the group was able to reach 
bipartisan agreements on how to redraw the 
state Senate and House of Representatives to 
accommodate population shifts, lauding the 
process as a template for the rest of the rest 
of the country. 

“This is bigger than Connecticut. It has 
national implications, potentially. And so, 
I think for a lot of us, we’re hearing from 
people down in Washington about what 
they think and I think there’s a lot less appe- 
tite for agreement, given the level of stress 
and toxicity in that environment,” he said. 
“T think both sides feel it.” 

Ritter said the commission was not stuck 
on trying to redraw any particular congres- 
sional district. Rather, he said the popula- 
tion loss in the eastern part of the state and 





the population growth in the western part of 
the state ultimately affected all five districts. 

The Connecticut Supreme Court agreed 
earlier this month to give the Reapportion- 
ment Commission until Dec. 21 at noon to 
finish its work redrawing the congressional 
district lines. 

The justices ordered the commission to 
file an interim status report Dec. 15 to update 
the court on the panel’s efforts. That report 
was to include names, addresses and phone 
numbers of three people the commission 
would recommend to serve as a special 
master, in case the panel couldn’t adopt a 
plan by Dec. 21. As of Tuesday, the group still 
could not agree on three names, Ritter said. 

In a notice released Tuesday afternoon, 
the court said it will “appoint its own special 
master” unless the commission complies 
with its earlier order and produces three 


names by 5 p.m. The Republicans have 
submitted their own list of three names to 
the court, according to documents provided 
by the Judicial Branch. 

Ritter said he thought it was “absolutely 
terrible” the state Supreme Court is being 
put in the awkward position, for the second 
time in a decade, of having to finish the legis- 
lative task of redrawing district lines. Ritter 
said he was “extremely disappointed” in 
both himself and the process. 

“T think it is a very risky strategy for both 
sides to go to court because we’re asking the 
court to achieve a very difficult situation. 
And IT just hope that the court will agree that 
minimal changes is what should be required. 
I think that is where I am,” he said. “But I 
readily admit this is not what they do and the 
expectation should always be that the legis- 
lators will do this job in the future.” 


¥ 


Gov. Ned Lamont celebrates Christmas at the Governor’s Residence with some young visitors. GOVERNOR’S RESIDENCE CONSERVANCY 


Lamont replaces annual 
open house with video tour 


singing and playing pool with young visitors. “It’s the place we get 
to call home,” he tells his guests as he shows them around the resi- 


Hartford Courant staff 


Sadly, there are once again no holiday tours of the Governor’s 
Residence this year because of COVID-19, but Gov. Lamont has 
released a video tour of the historic Hartford home. 

“T love the Christmas season, and every year I look forward to 
sharing in the festivities with everyone. That is why it pains me 
that we can’t all gather together in-person again, but it is the safe 
and right thing to do,” Lamont said. “I wish everyone a happy and 
healthy season and a great start to the new year.” 

The video released by Lamont’s office shows the governor host- 
ing a group of children for an event at the mansion organized by the 
Connecticut Department of Children and Families and the Charter 


Oak Boxing Academy. 


Lamont reads aloud and is seen playing games, the piano and 
exchanging gifts with children inside the mansion. 
“That really gets me in the Christmas spirit,’ Lamont says after 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


ter early Tuesday morning. 


before 4 a.m. 


—— an A police spokesperson said the department was unsure 
why the suspect stole the dog. 

The typical adoption process at the shelter is low-cost 
and just involves some paperwork, the spokesperson said, 
and the suspect could have adopted Misty with minimal 


— 


New Haven police are investigating a bizarre burglary in 
which a dog was stolen from the department’s animal shel- 


An unidentified suspect broke into the shelter and stole 
~ Misty, a 4-year-old female pit bull terrier, according to 
surveillance footage, police said. 

Police said they responded to an alarm at the shelter just 


ers. 


dence. He asks the children to “love Connecticut as much as we do.” 

Holiday decorations at the residence were donated at no cost to 
the state. Christmas trees were donated by Jones Family Farm, and 
wreaths, seasonal plants, and other decorations were donated by 
the Connecticut Greenhouse Growers Association, Connecticut 
Nursery and Landscape Association, and UConn Master Garden- 


The Governor’s Residence, located at 990 Prospect Avenue in 
Hartford, was built in 1909 and has served as the official residence 
of the chief executive of Connecticut since 1943. It is used for many 
official functions of the governor and is made available to nonprofit 


organizations for charitable events throughout the year. While it is 


organization. 


owned by the state, its preservation, restoration, and maintenance 
are aided by the Governor’s Residence Conservancy, a nonprofit 


Pit bull terrier stolen from 
New Haven animal shelter 


Volunteer organization offering $1,500 reward 


hassle had they come in during business hours. The suspect 
doesn’t appear to be the previous owner of Misty, police 


added. 


Pit bull terriers are the most common breed used in 
dog-fighting rings in the United States, according to the 


American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 


Police said dog fighting was not a lead they were predom- 
inantly focused on, but were looking into all possibilities. 

Desmond’s Army, a volunteer organization of animal law 
advocates, is offering $1,500 for information leading to the 


suspect’s arrest. 


Those with more information are asked to contact New 


Haven police at 203=946-6304. Anonymous tips may be 


made by calling 1-866-888-TIPS (8477). 


Seamus McAvoy may be reached at smcavoy@courant.com. 


Fired East Hartford cop sues police chief, town in federal court 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


EAST HARTFORD — A 
former East Hartford police 
officer and union official who 
was fired last year has filed 
a lawsuit against the chief 
and town in federal court, 
contending unfair treatment 
and retaliation. 

Thomas Castagna claims 
violations of his rights under 
the First and Fourteenth 
amendments to the U.S. 


Constitution in the suit filed 
in U.S. District Court in Hart- 
ford on Dec. 15. Castagna, 
local police union secretary 
from 2009-19, names police 
Chief Scott Sansom and Lt. 
Michael Demaine in the suit. 

Among other complaints, 
the suit says that in August 
2019, Demaine started a 
practice of calling officers 
off the street before the end 
of their shifts, “leaving the 
town grossly unprotected for 
the time before the next shift 


officers began.” 

The practice stopped in 
January 2020 after Cast- 
agna complained to admin- 
istrators, the suit says, but 
Demaine and Sansom “were 
ageravated” by his grievances 
and complaints. 

Demaine initiated false 
complaints that led to Cast- 
agna being put on adminis- 
trative leave, the suit says. 
The complaints concerned 
“minor offenses that he left 
town while on duty, was late 


for work and left work early 
and was untruthful,” the suit 
says. 

Sansom and Demaine 
“falsely and maliciously 
made material misstate- 
ments and omitted material 
facts from their investigation 
reports and findings,” Cast- 
agna contends. He was fired 
on May 1, 2020. 

East Hartford police 
spokesman Lt. Josh Litwin 
said Castagna was fired “after 
five separate complaints and 


sustained internal affairs 
investigations resulting in 
multiple counts of 17 differ- 
ent rules and regulations/ 
policy and procedure viola- 
tions, including 3 counts of 
insubordination, 6 counts 
of untruthfulness, and 3 
counts of disrespect toward 
aco-worker. The state Board 
of Mediation and Arbitration 
upheld Castagna’s termina- 
tion on April 20. 

The suit filed by Hartford 
attorney James Brewer says 


Sansom and Demaine retali- 
ated against Castagna for his 
union activities and that he 
was treated differently than 
other officers charged with 
violating department rules. 
Castagna seeks reinstate- 
ment, compensatory money 
damages and punitive 
damages from each defen- 
dant, among other relief. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com. 


4 Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Thursday, December 23, 2021 12 


Download | 
coupons online 


WE BUY GOLD 
ANTIQUE JEWELRY 
DIAMONDS, GOLD COINS 
SILVER DOLLARS 
oj h> G7 vied. |= 
PATEK PHILIPPE 
U.S. LARGE SIZE PAPER MONEY 


PAN lomete} iy 
& JEWELRY 
860-563-7793 
802 Silas Deane Highway 
Wethersfield 


, OF= 1 
Reviews 
SATURDAYS IN 


ol cel alate] 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice of Decision TOWN OF DEEP RIVER 
NOTICE OF DECISION 
ESTATE OF Richard A. Burgess, Late of NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that. the 
Clinton (21-0743) 

Essex Inland Wetlands and Watercourses NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Deep 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the Commission at their meeting on Tuesday, River Conservation and Inland Wetlands 

Court of Probate, Saybrook Probate Court, December 14, 2021 havi uae seataaec Commission, at a regular meeting held 

by decree dated December 13, 2021, and virtual meeting, took the following on December 9, 2021, took the following 

ordered that all claims must be presented actions. action: 

to the fiduciary at the address below. dclesiian (Na. 5443 paki Rd 

Failure to promptly present any such claim pp . - ; ’ + oat 

may bar a see of “ight to recover Essex. The proposal includes construc- Granted request for renewal of existing 

on such claim. tion of a 28,000 sq ft and 24,480 sq Permit No. 8-06 to Incarnation Center, 
ft commercial buildings, associated Inc. and Haynes Aggregates-Deep River, 

Helene Yates, Clerk access driveway, parking area, building LLC for mining of approximately 25 acres 

utility services water supply wells and on property of Incarnation Center, Inc. at 

The fiduciary is: on-site wastewater systems within 100 253 Bushy Hill Road (Map 28, Lot 19). 

Roberta Burgess, 30 Bluff Avenue, Clinton, feet of a wetlands and both temporary 

CT 06413 and permanent impact to a wetlands. Tanner Steeves, Chairman 

12/23/21 7112559 Approved with conditions. Deep River Conservation & Inland 

Wetlands Commission 


Respectfully Submitted, 


ESTATE OF Lori A. Skinner (21-00120) Chairman 
The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of Sel eoles beOsY NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
the Court of Probate, District of Berlin 
Probate Court, at a hearing held on 
December 15, 2021, found the above The H J heute. ied f th 
estate to be insolvent. Any creditor who LEGAL NOTICE C . ce ase Bich oe in i 
fails to present his or her claim to the NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ee 
fiduciary at the address below, on or ESSEX PLANNING AND ZONING te eo eee cies 
before May 14, 2022, shall be forever COMMISSION ee ee 
barred from asserting or recovering on oe iH oad Mie pias 
such claim from the fiduciary, the estate NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Essex rie ey tin a rae or 
of the decedent, or any creditor of the Planning and Zoning Commission will fareeauer onicucheciain 
estate. hold the following public hearing on ; 
/s/ Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk Tuesday, January 4, 2022, at Essex Town 
The fiduciary is: Hall 29 West Avenue Essex, CT (see 
Lawrence Skinner agenda on Town’s website www.essexct. The fiduciary is: 
c/o MICHAEL A GEORGETTI, MICHAEL gov for further details), at 7:00 p.m. to William Jeffrey Kramer, 20 Olde Wood Rd., 
A. GEORGETTI, 67 RUSS _ STREET, hear the following application: Glastonbury, CT 
HARTFORD, CT 06106 06033 
12/23/2021 7111595 PZC Application 21-12 Special Exception 19/93/21 7111973 

under Section 90 proposing a 12,325 sq 

ft addition to the existing building to be 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS used for Boar’s Head business and for NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

rental space in accordance with uses 
ESTATE OF Genevieve M._ Kielbasa permitted at 49 Plains Road. Applicant/ ESTATE OF Jorge Antonio Cabrera 
(21-00905) Owner: Piage Management Corp (21-00910) 


ESTATE OF Nancy M. Kramer (21-0716) 


Rosemary L. Nolin, Assistant Clerk 


PZC Application 21-14 Special Exception The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
under Section 60A.2(D) proposing to Court of Probate, Berlin Probate Court, 
ag ee ae aL ak convert the existing public wellness by decree dated December 20, 2021, 
ear er ail eldinae myc? RE ae center and spa into a private wellness ordered that all claims must be presented 
he. due | hy u ad p bel center housing no more than eight (8) to the fiduciary at the address below. 
ap Wile, NARUC ALY ar fee eetres Pe Oe suites plus the existing ranch house at Failure to promptly present any such claim 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 63 South Main Street Essex. Applicant/ may result in the loss of rights to recover 
may Stel in the loss of rights to recover Owner: Essex House LLC on such claim. 
on such claim. 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 


Copies of the application are on file in Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk 


Susan I. Meagher, Chief Clerk the Town Clerk’s Office and Land Use 
Department at Essex Town Hall and can 
The fiduciary is: be viewed on the Town’s webpage. 
Rudolf H. Kempf 


The fiduciary is: 
Claribel Rivera 
c/o CARLA R_ MINNIEFIELD, CARTER 


c/o JOSEPH A HOURIHAN, CAPALBO Essex Planning and Zoning Commission Soke iesce ao 100" PLAINS 
HOURIHAN, LLC, 1290 SILAS DEANE Russell Smith, Chairman : j 

HIGHWAY, SUITE 3F, WETHERSFIELD, CT 12/23, 30/21 7107538 12/23/21 7112789 

06109 


12/23/21. 7i12793 


Notice is hereby given that Extra Space Storage will sell at public auction, to satisfy the 
lien of the owner, personal property described below belonging to those individuals listed 
below at location indicated: 

ExtraSpace Storage, 56 Pameacha Ave, Middletown, CT 06457 860-575-7610 January 
5,2022 at 11:00 AM 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF KILLINGWORTH 


Notice is hereby given that the Audit 
Report of the Town of Killingworth for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, as 
prepared by Seward & Monde, Certified 
Public Accountants, is on file in the Town 
Clerk’s Office for public inspection. 


Dawn Rees Mooney, CCTC, MCTC 
Town Clerk 


Dated at Killingworth, Connecticut this 
20th day of December, 2021 
12/23/21 7112084 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Elizabeth A. Rayner, Late of 
Killingworth (21-0764) 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, Saybrook Probate Court, 
by decree dated December 17, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must be presented 
to the fiduciary at the address below. 
Failure to promptly present any such claim 
may result in the loss of rights to recover 
on such claim. 


Helene Yates, Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Lawrence J. Darling, Sr. 

c/o Peter Hunt Charbonnier, Peter H. 
Charbonnier, ESQ., LLC, 97 Main St., 
Chester, CT 06412 

12/23/21 7112551 


Legal Notice 


Payment for Motor Vehicle Supplemental 
taxes on the 2020 Grand List for auto- 
mobiles registered between October 1, 
2020 and July 31, 2021 become due 
and payable in full to the South Fire 
District Tax Collector on January 1, 2022 
and if not paid in full by February 1, 2022 
shall immediately become delinquent 
and subject to interest at the rate of 1 
144% per month of delinquency or $2.00 
minimum interest. 

Taxes can be mailed to the South 
Fire District Tax Office located at 445 
Randolph Road, Middletown, CT 06457. 
Office of the South Fire District Tax 
Collector. 

12/23/21, 1/7/22, 1/25/22 


se ee See whats 


a Household items 


a | | 
Laura Manka 
Unit #3150 al 
Household Items 
Rayford Crosby 
Unit #3188 
Collectibles Clothing 
The auction will be listed and advertised on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases must 
be made with cash only and paid at the above referenced facility in order to complete the im 
transaction. Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase up until 


the winning bidder takes possession of the personal property. 
12/23/21, 12/30/21 (112167 
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Fiana Garza Tulip felt numb after experiencing several family tragedies. She didn’t realize it was a sign of grief. GABRIELA BHASKAR/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


A new name for grief 


Prevalence of recently recognized prolonged grief disorder may increase as COVID deaths rise 


By Dawn Mackeen 
The New York Times 


A year after her mother 
died from COVID-19, 
Fiana Garza Tulip helda 
small memorial service 
on a Texas beach. As she 
and her brother dropped a 
wreath of yellow roses into 
the waves, she expected to 
cry. But the tears did not 
come. She felt only guilt for 
appearing to be unmoved. 

Garza Tulip, 41, had 
endured so many losses — 
two miscarriages, and the 
virus taking her mother, 
uncle and great-aunt. It 
also debilitated her father. 
“T think the one thing I 
miss the most is feeling 
anything,” she said of life 
after the series of tragedies. 

She had thought the lack 
of emotion meant she was 
not grieving, unaware that 
numbness can be a symp- 
tom of grief. When a ther- 
apist diagnosed her with 
prolonged grief disorder, 
or PG.D., anewly recog- 
nized condition, Garza 
Tulip, who lives in New 
Jersey, was relieved that 
what she suffered had a 
name. Recently added to 
the upcoming revision of 
the Diagnostic and Statis- 
tical Manual of Mental 
Disorders, or D.S.M., it’s a 


syndrome in which people 
feel stuck in an endless 
cycle of mourning that 

can last for years or even 
decades, severely impair- 
ing their daily life, relation- 
ships and job performance. 

“This is about a lost rela- 
tionship that was central 
to who you are,” said Holly 
Prigerson, co-director of 
the Center for Research on 
End-of-Life Care at Weill 
Cornell Medicine and a 
longtime researcher into 
grief. “Now this person is 
gone, it’s ‘I don’t know who 
Iam anymore.” 

Symptoms of P.G.D. can 
include emotional numb- 
ness; intense loneliness; 
avoidance of reminders the 
person is not there; feeling 
that life is meaningless; 
difficulty with reinte- 
gration into life; extreme 
emotional pain, sorrow or 
anger; a sense of disbelief 
about the death; and a feel- 
ing that a part of oneself 
has died. 

In the immediate after- 
math, or “acute” phase of 
a death, such feelings are 
considered normal. But 
when three or more of 
these symptoms persist 
nearly every day for a year 
after the loss in adults, or 
for six months in chil- 
dren and adolescents, 


grief counselors say it can 
be a worrisome sign of 
prolonged grief disorder. 
The disorder, which 
was previously known 
as complicated grief 
and persistent complex 
bereavement disorder, 
isn’t new. But before it was 
listed in the D.S.M. as a 
condition for further study. 
Preliminary studies suggest 
that it affects around 7% of 
those in mourning, though 
estimates vary. With the 
coronavirus claiming 
more than 800,000 lives 
in the U.S. alone, grief 
counselors are concerned 
about the ongoing fallout. 
Each COVID-19 death is 
projected to leave a ring 
of nine bereaved: That’s 
roughly seven million 
grieving parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents and 
spouses. And the losses cast 
a shadow over many more. 
Dr. Vivian Pender, 
president of the Ameri- 
can Psychiatric Associa- 
tion, which publishes the 
D.S.M., said the prevalence 
of prolonged grief disor- 
der may increase because 
of the sheer magnitude of 
COVID deaths. It is not 
yet clear whether having a 
loved one die from COVID- 
19 will increase one’s risk 
of developing P.G.D. Still, 


Pender said: “I think the 
pandemic has made losing 
someone particularly 
worse. The usual loss and 
grieving process has been 
disrupted.” 

Grief counselors say 
that COVID-19 deaths 
may be as traumatic as 
losing someone suddenly 
and violently, like toa 
suicide, murder or fatal 
car crash. “They can’t 
get to that person as they 
are dying; they can’t hold 
that person,” said Dr. Ted 
Rynearson, clinical profes- 
sor of psychiatry at the 
University of Washington 
and medical director of 
grief services at Virginia 
Mason Franciscan Health. 
“They are often left with an 
unfinished story.” 

Prolonged grief disorder 
is associated with a greater 
risk for sleep disorders, 
depression, drug and alco- 
hol abuse, hospitalization 
and suicide attempts. But 
experts say some interven- 
tions may help to lower the 
risk of developing P.G.D. 
symptoms. 

Robert A. Neimeyer, 
director of the Portland 
Institute for Loss and 
Transition and editor of 
the journal Death Stud- 
ies, believes there are 
conscious actions people 


can take before suffering a 
loss that may help to miti- 
gate the grieving process. 
They include not waiting to 
tell loved ones how much 
they mean to you, working 
to resolve conflicts with 
family members before 
serious illness or death, 
and cultivating a broad 
circle of support who can 
draw close when losses 
occur. “None of these will 
prevent grief, but they can 
help us integrate and bear 
with inevitable losses with 
greater strength, support 
and wisdom,” he said. 

In the wake of a death, 
many people are surprised 
by the ferocity of grief, 
and worry that they aren’t 
grieving the right way. 
“This is one of those things, 
paradoxically, that can 
make grief last longer,” 
wrote Dr. Katherine Shear, 
founding director of the 
Center for Prolonged Grief 
at the Columbia School of 
Social Work, in an email. 
“So, it’s important to accept 
grief, with its intense 
emotional pain, and under- 
standing that there is no 
right way — and also no 
wrong way — to grieve.” 

Designating prolonged 
grief as anew mental disor- 
der isn’t something that has 
universal support. Some 
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experts worry that pathol- 
ogizing grief could lead 
people to seek treatment 
needlessly when their 
symptoms may recede 
naturally over time. 

Because P.G.D. is anew 
diagnosis, doctors can 
misidentify the condition 
as depression. Being able to 
recognize it, Shear said, is 
important. Medication that 
helps depression doesn’t 
help grief symptoms, like 
the persistent, pervasive 
yearning for the deceased; 
and, she said, neither does 
therapy that focuses on 
depression. 

After Garza Tulip began 
treatment for the disor- 
der, she was sitting in her 
kitchen with her husband 
one night, talking about her 
mother, Isabelle. Pregnant 
and nearing her due date, 
she realized her mother 
wasn’t going to be there for 
the birth. Then she began 
to sob and sob and sob. 

“Tt was like a faucet had 
opened,” she said. Yet amid 
her grief, she felt the kicks 
of the long-forgotten, too: 
hope for the future. Just 
after Thanksgiving, her 
baby boy, Albie, came into 
the world. She believes her 
mom is shining through 
him. “He was the rainbow 
we needed,” she said. 


Study finds bone may form near cochlear implants, furthering hearing loss 


By Amy Norton 
HealthDay News 


People who get cochlear 
implants to treat severe 
hearing loss may develop 
new bone growth in the 
ear — and it may lessen any 
hearing they have left, a 
new study hints. 

The researchers found 
that among 100-plus adults 
with cochlear implants, 
two-thirds showed 
evidence of new bone 
formation near the implant 
within four years. Of 


patients who still had some 
hearing when they received 
the implant, those with 
new bone growth showed 
more hearing loss over 
time. However, no one with 
a cochlear implant should 
be alarmed by the findings, 
stressed researcher Dr. 
Floris Heutink, of Radboud 
University Medical Center, 
in the Netherlands. 
“Cochlear implanta- 
tion allows most candi- 
dates to tremendously 
improve speech perception 
compared to their hearing 


situation (before), despite 
the possible presence of 
new bone formation,” 
Heutink said. 

Cochlear implants are 
small electronic devices 
that send sound signals 
from the environment 
directly to the ear’s audi- 
tory nerve, bypassing its 
damaged portions. 

In this study, Heutink’s 
team was able to spot 
new bone growth using 
high-resolution CT scans, 
and correlate it with dimin- 
ishing hearing in the ear 


with the implant. 

The findings were 
recently published online 
in the journal Radiol- 
ogy. They’re based on 123 
patients, average age 63, 
who received cochlear 
implants at Radboud. The 
patients underwent CT 
scans about four years later, 
on average. At that point, 
68% showed signs of new 
bone growth near at least 
one implanted electrode, 
the study found. 

There were 24 patients 
who still had some hearing 


ability when they received 
the implant. In that group, 
those with new bone 
formation showed more 
residual hearing loss in 
the implanted ear, the 
researchers reported. 
Overall, 48% had preserved 
their level of hearing, 
versus almost 79% of those 
with no signs of new bone 
growth in the ear. 

Heutink said more 
research is needed to 
understand how new bone 
growth may affect cochlear 
implant patients’ hearing. 





be _< li. 
DREAMSTIME 


6 Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Thursday, December 23, 2021 


CELEBRITIES 


Franco talks misconduct allegations 


From news services 


James Franco has 
addressed the sexual 
misconduct allegations 
against him for the first 
time, a few months after 
he settled a lawsuit for 
$2.2 million that alleged 
that he and his associates 
coerced acting students 
into performing sexually 
explicit scenes on camera. 

The actor broke his 
silence on SiriusXM’s “The 
Jess Cagle” podcast, where 
he discussed the allega- 
tions. 

“In 2018, there were 
some complaints about 
me and an article about 
me. And at that moment 
I just thought, ‘I’m gonna 
be quiet. I’m gonna pause’ 
[It] did not seem like the 
right time to say anything. 
There were people that 
were upset with me and I 
needed to listen,’ Franco 
said. 

In January 2018, five 
women accused Franco of 
inappropriate and sexu- 
ally exploitative behavior 
while four of them were 
students at his acting 
school Studio 4, which was 
soon closed. Two of the 
students filed a lawsuit in 
2019 alleging that classes 
existed mainly to create 
a way for Franco and his 
associates to take advan- 
tage of young women. In 
June 2021, Franco paid 
$2,235,000 as a settlement, 
with $894,000 going to 
the named plaintiffs and 
$1,341,000 going into a 
common fund for the rest 
of the members of the 
lawsuit. 

Franco said that he’s 
been working on himself in 
the wake of the allegations. 


Cohen contracts COVID-19 
again: For fans wonder- 
ing why Andy Cohen’s 
SiriusXM show was airing 
reruns, it wasn’t due to 
him taking an early holi- 
day break. The Emmy 
Award-winning reality TV 
kingpin revealed he was 
battling a breakthrough 
case of COVID-19. 
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James Franco has addressed the sexual misconduct 
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Cohen returned to the 
New York City studios on 
Monday after quarantining 
for 10 days. This was the 
second time he tested posi- 
tive for the virus. 

“Tam so happy I could 
cry right now,” he shared. 
“T had COVID. That’s why 
we were gone all last week. 
And the best news is I 
woke up this morning toa 
negative PCR test.” 

The 53-year-old father 
said he’d gotten a COVID- 
19 vaccine booster shot and 
started to feel ill afterward. 

Two days later, he was 
still feeling sick and it was 
getting worse.“I thought 
that I was sick from the 
booster, that I was having a 
reaction to the booster,” he 
explained. “And then two 
days later, I was like, ‘Wait 
a minute, this is quite a big 
reaction, ” 

Cohen first contracted 
COVID-19 in March 2020. 


Smith, Thompson win at 
Black Film Critics Awards: 
The Black Film Critics 


Circle has named Rein- 
aldo Marcus Green’s “King 
Richard” the best film of 
2021. 

The drama that focuses 
on the rise of Venus and 
Serena Williams picked up 
three additional awards, 
including best actor (Will 
Smith), supporting actress 
(Aunjanue Ellis) and orig- 
inal screenplay (Zach 
Baylin). 

The critics’ group recog- 
nized Tessa Thompson’s 
powerhouse performance 
in “Passing” with the best 
actress prize, her second of 
the season so far. 


Dec. 23 birthdays: Actor 
Ronnie Schell is 90. Actor 
Frederic Forrest is 85. 
Guitarist Jorma Kaukonen 
is 81. Actor Harry Shearer 
is 78. Actor Susan Lucci is 
75. Guitarist Dave Murray 
is 65. Actor Joan Severance 
is 63. Singer Eddie Vedder 
is 57. Actor Anna Maria 
Perez de Tagle is 31. Actor 
Spencer Daniels is 29. 
Actor Caleb Foote is 28. 


Idris’ breakthrough on drama 
‘Snowfall’ foundation of career 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 
Associated Press 


Damson Idris trans- 
formed from his real life 
British-speaking Nigerian 
persona into a canny drug 
kingpin character with 
a West Coast accent on 
FX’s popular crime drama 
“Snowfall.” 

Idris made his pres- 
ence felt as Franklin Saint, 
a young street-minded 
entrepreneur who was 
educated in an upper- 
class neighborhood, but 
determined to get into the 
drug game to take care of 
the people around him. 
Through the critically 
acclaimed show, his popu- 
larity has grown exponen- 
tially over the past four 
seasons. 

Along with serving as 
a co-producer of season 
five due next year, Idris’ 
breakthrough role landed 
him other opportunities 
on other projects such 
as television shows “The 
Twilight Zone” and “Black 
Mirror” along with films 
including “Farming” and 
Netflix’s “Outside the 
Wire,’ starring him with 
Anthony Mackie. 

“Tt’s the foundation of 
my career,” Idris said of 
“Snowfall,” which was 
co-created by John Single- 
ton, who died in 2019. 

The series focuses on 

the genesis of how crack 
cocaine became a rampant 
epidemic in Los Angeles’ 
inner city neighborhoods 
in the 1980s. 

“Sometimes, I talk as if 
I’m already 90 years old, 
and I’ve seen my career,” 
he said. “It’s so weird. I 
think in 40, 50, 60 years, 
people will talk about and 
refer to (the series) and 
be like ‘Oh man, I remem- 
ber when he did that and 
look what he’s doing now’ 
I think that’s a remarkable 
thing. I love the show for 
that.” 

The Nigerian actor grew 
up in Peckham, south 
London, but he didn’t 
know anything about 





Damson Idris, seen Nov. 1, is serving as co-producer on season 
five of the FX crime drama“Snowfall” CHRIS PIZZELLO/AP 


the drug epidemic in the 
US. until he visited Los 
Angeles for the first time 
and saw Skid Row — an 
impoverished area inhab- 
ited by the homeless. He 
auditioned so well for the 
role that he said Singleton 
didn’t know he was from 
London until “way later in 
the process.” 

Before Idris’ rise, he said 
Singleton gave him advice 
about humility — a lesson 
that still sticks with him. 

“Everyone you meet 
on the way up, you’re 
going to meet on the way 
down,” he said. “So just be 
nice to everyone. That’s 
something I’m learning 
and mastering today. I’m 
fortunate not only to be 
the lead of the show, but 
also be a young producer. 
That could come with a lot 
of ego and a big head. But 
if anything, I’m even nicer 
now to everyone. That’s 
something John taught me. 
He empowered people. 
That’s something I strive 
to do. I’m learning so much 
every day.” 

In preparing for “Snow- 
fall,” Idris said his upbring- 
ing in Peckham helped him 
relate to the plight of Black 
people’s struggle in South 
Central Los Angeles. 

“There are so many cate- 
gories that correlate: From 
single fathers (and moth- 
ers), to poverty, to drugs 


to crime to police brutal- 
ity to racism,” he said. “I 
definitely feel in the U.K. 
that there are similari- 
ties between Black British 
culture to African Ameri- 
can culture. I feel like my 
upbringing assisted with 
me understanding and 
having empathy towards 
people of that lifestyle in 
South Central.” 

Idris, 30, is a part ofa 
long line of British Black 
actors who have found 
success on American 
soil including Idris Elba, 
Daniel Kaluuya, David 
Oyelowo and John Boyega. 
He said acting is embed- 
ded at an early age for their 
culture by them going to 
the theater when “we’re 
babies.” 

“T think when we see 
you guys on the screen, 
we are instantly locked in 
because we feel a connec- 
tion,” he said. 

In the future, Idris said 
he would love to someday 
portray Eddie Murphy or 
Sidney Poitier on screen 
and maybe a musician. 

He said a pivotal 
moment for his career is 
coming. 

“My career could either 
skyrocket or I’m going 
back to Peckham,” he 
jokingly said. “In 2022, I’m 
really excited about play- 
ing a lot of real people from 
the past and producing.” 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Dormant affair spurs social media obsession 


Any ideas? 
— Proud Pup Parent 


Dear Amy: I was involved 
in an extramarital affair for 
15 years. 

It was a beautiful and 
loving relationship. We 
shared nightly phone calls, 
managed to take vaca- 
tions together and saw one 
another on weekends. 

Then COVID-19 
happened. I moved away 
because of the pandemic, 
but we still spoke every 
night. I was not happy. 

I couldn’t adjust, and I 
missed him terribly. 

Our conversations were 
not as interesting. I blame 
it on myself. He was work- 
ing from home and not 
struggling as much with 
his relationship with his 
spouse. I told no one about 
the affair. 

I saw a therapist, but it 
did not help. My life was a 
total lie. 

My affair-partner and 
I have not spoken in five 
months. I want to call him 
every day. This feels worse 
than a divorce. I am jeal- 
ous. His life went on, while 
I am miserable. 

I check on him (and her, 
and their family) all day on 
social media. 

Are there resources to 
help me with my obses- 
sion? 

— Devastated 


Dear Devastated: I’m 
going to sidestep a specific 
reaction to your long- 
term extramarital affair, 
except to say that the end 
was inevitable. Once the 
pandemic interrupted 
your physical contact, he 
went back to his wife. 

You need to go back to 
therapy. If necessary, find 
a different therapist. Be 
completely candid in your 
sessions. 

In the shorter term, I 
can help you with your 
obsession. 


Were you ever a smoker? 
Or addicted to Ring Dings? 
(I’ve been both.) 

The way to break an 
addiction is to stay away 
from triggers (in my case, 
art deco ashtrays and 
advertisements), and then 
breathe through those 
times when your mind 
spirals. 

You are actually 
constantly triggering your 
own anguish and addiction 
by checking on him all day 
on social media. 

It is hurting you. 

Disconnect from him on 
social media. Remove the 
app from your phone. 

You need more actual 
contact with other people. 
Leave the house. Go for a 
walk or to acoffee shop. 
Leave your phone behind 
but bring a book. Observe 
the world around you. 

Call an old friend or 
family member and 
concentrate on them. 

In short, you need to 
build a life that is authen- 
tic. This will take time. 


Dear Amy: I have a dog, 
“Sandy.” She is pretty 
well-behaved, and I am 
working hard with her to 
attain and maintain good 
habits. 

I’ve always hated it 
when dogs jumped up to 
greet people. I also don’t 
want for my dog to beg for 
food, bark for attention or 
“ask” to sit on someone’s 
lap. 

We’re working on these 
things, but I’ve noticed that 
when people come over 
to visit, they tend to let — 
or even encourage — my 
dog to do the very things I 
know they will find annoy- 
ing in a few minutes. They 
will either say, “Oh, it’s 
OK if she jumps up, or 
encourage her to beg. 

I’m not sure what to do. 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
There’s room for every- 
one at the table today. 
That said, whether or not 
you'll find time to interact 
with them is another story. 
You’re likely living the 
good life. Throughout the 
day, don’t expect too much 
from anyone. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
Your home could be the 
scene of some drama today 
— but whether its real 
drama or mountains out 

of molehills is still unde- 
cided. None are really good 
or bad on their own. If you 
don’t quite know how to 
interact with people, don’t 
worry! This mixed-up 
energy should blow away 
by tomorrow. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Lots of people may be 
clamoring for your atten- 
tion at this time. This could 
be quite the busy day. 
Unfortunately, you might 
not be able to find time to 
get it all done. Consider 
making a game plan as 
soon as possible — it’ll help 
you stay organized and 
weather any storm. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Financial matters might be 
especially confusing today. 
You might want to keep a 
closer eye than usual on 
your money. You might be 
enticed to throw your cash 
around one minute but 
then try to invest in a safe 
fund the next. Be careful 
of matters that sound too 
good to be true. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Dec. 23, 1783, George 
Washington resigned as 
commander in chief and 
retired to his home at 

Mount Vernon, Virginia. 


In 1928, the National 
Broadcasting Company set 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): It 
may be difficult to recog- 
nize yourself right now, 
no matter how well you 
normally know yourself. 
You rub three others the 
wrong way, creating some 
odd feelings that could 
leave you scratching your 
head when it comes to 
understanding what you’re 
supposed to do. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A 
brand new path is opening 
up ahead of you — it could 
have avery good destina- 
tion, but you may have to 
move very slowly to avoid 
tripping yourself up as 

you travel it. Get caught 
up in offbeat landscapes. 
No need to push anything 
right now — just trust the 
process and don’t expect 
too much from yourself. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
No matter how fun hang- 
ing out is, there’s more 

to good friendships than 
simply getting together 
in the same place. Some 
unexpected events could 
occur, causing even more 
uncertainty about your 
future with a certain group, 
but try not to let one day 
impact you too much. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Career matters are front 
and center today! You 
perform a few strange 
steps with others, making 
it irritatingly difficult 

to know what you’re 
supposed to be achiev- 
ing — let alone how to do 
it. Take everything witha 
grain of salt, especially if it 
comes from a boss or VIP. 


up a permanent, coast-to- 
coast network. 


In1948, former Japanese 
premier Hideki Tojo and 
six other Japanese war 

leaders were executed in 


Tokyo. 


In1954, the first successful 
human kidney transplant 
took place at the Peter 
Bent Brigham Hospi- 

tal in Boston as a surgical 
team removed a kidney 


Dear Pup Parent: Like 
many people, I got a dog 
during the pandemic — 
my first. And I’ve noticed 
this, too: Guests being very 
gracious and patient, but 
also sometimes encour- 
aging negative behavior, 

or undermining the dog’s 
better habits. 

I’ve started routinely 
saying to everyone: “Please 
forgive me, but for the first 
10 minutes while you’re 
here I’m going to discipline 
the dog while we talk.” 

And then I spend 10 
minutes saying, “Well, how 
are you MOLLY DOWN.” 

“T ran into your mom last 
wee... MOLLY DOWN.” 

This seems to work! It 
gives the humans some 
notice that things are going 
to be a little wacky at first. 
It shows them the behav- 
iors I’m discouraging. It 
also lets the dog know that 
the house rules are consis- 
tent, even when we have 
guests. 


Dear Amy: Please! Your 
answer to “Woke Enough,” 
accusing her of racism 
because she described 
some kids at the door as 
“Black kids” compounds 
the racial hypersensitivity 
in this country. 

— Tired 


Dear Tired: “Woke 
Enough” asked outright: 
“Am I racist?” I said that 
her choice to identify 
people in this way was 
racist. But I think racial 
hypersensitivity is a good 
thing. It’s about time. 


Copyright 2021 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Expansive skies 
stretch out in front of you. 
Unfortunately, it may 

be more difficult than it 
seems to actually discover 
anything useful. None of 
them are bad, but they 
aren’t good, either. Today 
could end with you feeling 
stretched thin. Move at 
your own pace. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Life may feel like 
crossing a tightrope at the 
moment, but if you keep 
your wits about you, then 
there’s no reason you cant 
make it through. You 
could feel pulled in many 
directions that all feel 
equally important. As long 
as you stay as balanced as 
you can, you should be able 
to keep moving. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): People could play an 
important role in your life 
— although plans are going 
to make it difficult for you 
to ascertain whether this 
role is helpful or harm- 

ful. There is aspiderweb 
forming directly in your 
partnership, so someone 
you know well could really 
throw you for a loop. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20): Life might feel out of 
sync today, as though your 
responsibilities keep slip- 
ping through your fingers 
no matter how tightly 

you try to hold onto them. 
Your routine is acting up 
like a child in need ofa 
nap, making it easy to fall 
behind. Don’t worry about 
being on top. 


from 23-year-old Ronald 

Herrick and implanted it 
in Herrick’s twin brother, 
Richard. 


In 1962, Cuba began releas- 
ing prisoners from the 
failed Bay of Pigs invasion. 


In 2001, Time magazine 
named New York City 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani its 
Person of the Year for his 
steadfast response to the 
9/11 terrorist attack. 
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TV CROSSWORD 
by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


sleepover 


JUMBLE 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


Ji pV UE INES 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


aouant you ‘d 
e hungry after r 
repairing washers 
lida 
Look at all 


this. It’s like H#sY, 
Thanksgiving. }*': 
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THE REPAIRMAN WAS 
ENJOYING HIS DINNER WITH 
ALL THE >= 
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Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


pit your newer ere: XXX)’ 
ZIN_ZAN LARK vA 


Jumbles: ENVOY PROXY FEISTY FRIGID 
Answer: The repairman was enjoying his dinner with 
all the — FIXIN’S 
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Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 10/11/15 
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ACROSS 
1 “Leave _ Beaver” 
5 Herman Munster, to Eddie 


36 “Hellboy Il: The Golden __”; film 
for Ron Perlman & Selma Blair 


37 Kermit, for one Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 


8 Martin or Cain 38 “Ned and __” ; 

9 One of the Wayans brothers 40 Role on “The Honeymooners” the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 

12 “Kate & __” 41 Gleam 

13 Colorful rum cocktail 42 Onion’s cousin . Play to the 
14 Actress Catherine __ 43 “The __ & Stimpy Show” pier 

15 Han _; “Star Wars” character 44 Groupies bitin 

16 Cariou or Goodman 

18 Suffix for sharp or dull DOWN 

19 When doubled, Barney Rubble’s 1 Eric of Monty Python, and his kin 


son “To __”; long-running game show 

20 “The Seven Year 
Marilyn Monroe 

21 Lead role on “JAG” 

23 “Man of __”; Superman movie 
starring Henry Cavill 

24 Gabor and Mendes “The Prize Winner of Defiance, 

25 Jethro Bodine’s portrayer ”* Woody Harrelson movie 

26 Performed on stage 7 “Wheel of Fortune” host 1776 


“An American Outgoing 


about Fievel 


2 
”- film for 3 
4“ _ Tree Hill” 
5 
6 


__”: animated film 


__ 23: “The Lord is my 
shepherd...’ 





28 Red Muppet 

29 Hockey’s Bobby and his family 
30 ___ up; threw in the towel 

32 Woman’s undergarment 


10 Elyes Gabel’s role on “Scorpion” 
11 Bryana or Nessa, to Bernie Mac 
12 Bart Simpson’s “Grampa” 
13 Series for Allison Janney 


soldier 


First book =F 


Act 
amorously 
Schlepper 


15 Donaldson and Waterston 

17 Org. for Kings and Canucks 

19 Actor Garrett 

20 Dating couple gossiped about 

22 Pennsylvania and Fifth: abbr. 

23 “__ of the Century”; game show 
of old 


35 __ Grant; role for Ed Asner 


1 |T|T|o RE P|O| P| 

DELAIN| 
ALLIL] EMMA Tali 
BIE|LIL ME S/O|L OMB LIE|N 


Poetic Breathe Whistler’ s 


Proficient 


BLAM MIE U1 T|CLH) 25 Flock of quail 
ata aS 26 E-mail provider for millions 
27 Marcia of “Desperate Sound of 
Alc{ TIE |b) E{L|Mjo Housewives” eee 
folR|R|s| IRA] 30“ Acres” Quit work 
|L|O| UBB AIR|Miy MFI RIO|G 31 “Judging __” 


FALL I |CleE 
ISTH] LI N|E| 34 “Men of a Certain __” 
FRIE[N, ELAIN| S| 36 Undesirable spots 


108/15 37 __ collar; dog’s accessory 


33 Hudson and others 
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BCELIEEEEEE 
|} yatt tt ee 





nd 

a = 

| | aul =| 
; 
ey 
® 


=P 





11/30/19 


39 “The Fresh Prince of Bel-__” 
40 Sitcom alien 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz 









I FEEL SOMEHOW I FEEL THAT I 
HAVE MORE OF THE REAL 
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS THIS 

3| YEAR THAN EVER BEFORE! 


WHY DO YOU SUPPOSE 


BECAUSE I SAID 
90, THATS WHY 


t) 
Yal< 


DIFFERENT 
THIS YEAR... 







! 









www.snoopy.com 





WHAT I AM SERIOUS 
ABOUT !5 YOU ANP ME 
STARTING OUR QUIN COM- 
PANY ANP MAKING A 
LIFE TOGETHER! 


www.doonesbury.com 












DO WE HAVE ANY LIME 
GREEN POLYESTER LEFT 
IN THE WAREHOUSE? 


Attached Is a picture 


Dear Santa, | would 
of the style | prefer. 


like a new suit for 
Christmas. 


Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 






I DON'T WANT 
YOU TO SING IT. 
T WANT YOU 
TO TAKE ITI! 


THAT'S NOT A 
CHRISTMAS 





ANY CAROL 


REQUESTS? "THE LONG AND 


WINDING ROAD." 


©21 MacNelly-Dist. by King Features-SHOECOMICS.COM 





..NOT LONG AFTER | 
THE RESTRAINING 
ORDER. 


HOW DID 


I TRIED_THE 
' THAT 
WORK OUT? 


TUBA FOR 
A WHILE. 


I SORT OF 
LOST 
INTEREST... [2 


A WONDERFUL GIFT! MERRY | {| NO MORE | Ib GIVE 
CHRISTMAS TO YOU! CANIGET \ CRAP YEARS MAKE | HIM 
THOSE? X BOOZE. 


YOU THIS 
CHRISTMAS? 





Mutts By Patrick McDonnell 


aml 






i WHY DIDN'T 
Do You Hh: 
AND SANTA | Se. TI THINK 


GET INTO oF THAT !7/ 





WHAT |S GOING ON IN 
OVR BASEMENT? 


4ES - LETTING WATER 

SOAK INTO AQUIFERS 

IS A GOOD USE FoR 
HEAVY RAIN, 


FARMERS IN CALIFOR- 
NIA ARE STORING 
WATER UNDERGROUND 
To USE IN FUTURE 
DROUGHTS. 


alexhallatt.com 


Syndicate 





© 2021 Alex Hallatt, dist. by King Features 





I'M 60 HAPPY 
NORE OK, DAD! 


we) Qn 
wg 
: 


Pos’ 
a. 


+ ©2021 Ruff Sketch, Inc... 





















£YLET’S PUT THIS IN 
TERMS ‘OU CAN 
UNDERSTAND, 


D 


ia 


YM AFRAID THE 
LAWS OF NATURE 
TRUMP YOUR 

LITTLE “HOUSE 
RULES,” ROBERT. 
1 REJECT YOUR 
NIX. 















STEAK FOR YEP! 
EVERY MEAL! 


THOSE CATTLE DRIVES IN THE 
OLD WEST MUST HAVE BEEN 
A LOT OF WORK 

YOU BET! 


iW) Xi 
Wo 


Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved 






© 2021 by King Features 





Dilbert By Scott Adams 








THE NEXT DAY 


1G0T Sam 
IT DONE! CALENDAR 
FOR NEXT 


WEEK TO 
DISCUSS IT. 


IT IS CRITICAL 
THAT YOU WORK ALL 
NIGHT TO HAVE THIS 
DONE BY TOMORROW. 


NOW I WANT TO 
STRANGLE YOU WITH 
MY BARE HANDS. 


WHY DOES 
EVERYONE 
KEEP SAYING 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 









el 


Gil Thorp By Neal Rubin and Frank 
COFhiEg 





MY FANTASY CONTEST Wey 
AT SPORTSOUKE IS . 
FREE, SO YOU HAVE 

TO BE INTHE TOP 10 F 

FOR SERIOUS CASH. 











SEASON OPENER 
TOMORROW, GIL. DO 
U FEEL READY? 







ON DRINKS AND PAY AN 
ENTRANCE FEE. 






AS A NEW YEAR APPROACHES, MY GOAL IS TO 
BE MORE UNDERSTANDING, COMPASSIONATE 
AND OPEN TO OTHERS AND 
THE WORLD AROUND ME, 

HERE'S TO A “ 
SEASON OF LOVE! 


YOU NEVER KNOW 
WHAT SOMEONE IS }, 
GOING THROUGH, 


y XI 


©) 2021 by North America Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved. 
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Rex Morgan, M.D. By Terry Beatty 


THAT WAS QUITE THE 
V/DEO KYLE MADE. MY 
PHONE HASN'T STOPPED 

RINGING, THOUGH == IF 
YOU CAN CALL IT RINGING 
WHEN IT'S SET ON S/LENT. 








WHETHER IT WORKS OR NO7, 
THAT WAS A GENEROUS 
GIFT FROM KYLE, TURNING 
THE SPOTLIGHT ON A/MSELF 
AND OFF OF SARAH. 


SAME HERE. I KEEP 
CHECKING TO MAKE 
SURE IT'S NOT THE 
HOSPITAL CALLING, 
THOUGH. 


‘TIS THE 
SEASON, AS 
THEY SAY. 


J PLOM “OUI ‘a}BOIPUAS BOVEY YON Aq LZ0Z® 





penieses 











T GOING TO JAIL! 


VN 


A SOMEWHAT EARLY CHRISTMAS MIRACLE! 
i ~ as 





We 






> SANDERSON, ALREADY £) 


iff 


09N23632 SAH C120 “INI ‘SLY DIONAG VIMY HLZON 1207 0 


YOU'LL GET EVERYTHING 


YOU WANT FOR CHRISTMAS... | WHAT DOES 


“SMART AND 
SENSIBLE” 


IT MEANS WE'RE 
NOT GETTING 
WHAT WE WANT. 
AS LONG <\\ 
AS IT'S 
SMART AND 
SENSIBLE. 










THAT’S EXACTLY 
WHO T’M 
OOKING FOR! 





WELCOME TO ST. SPIRES... 
GOU'RE JUST IN TIME FOR 
THE ‘OUR FATHER,’ 














LUCKILG ONE OF THE RESIDENTS 
AT BEDSIDE MANOR OVERHEARD 
THAT THE BAND WAS PAGING 

HERE AT ST, SPIRES! ele home 









© 2021 Batom, Inc. Distributed by N 
Syndicate Inc. All Rights Reserved 







Lio By Mark Tatulli 


Dear Grandma, 
Ts the , Lia, just 
Saying “UL” ard letting]: 
You know T can't Wat 
to See what gift 


Ds 


7 yy 
; SS } j 
4 f Vj y its a 
WY 7 Ef} RS . 10m io, y A 
— y ty p Za. XS - ~ » 7 ah fl 
Vij WANs AUS t Y, Ks 
Vii NY) CALL \ +. \\ . " 
| fi, Y Yj Yh 4 t AY NS = r) is 5 
i i S ~ a Wea =, 
\ : Bip 9 AN A 4 = Z /; ' f 
OL a———— WA + y ——— < “i, 4 
i 'y “hey e iy iy e U — NOON Pe « «. 
iy « ~ ; *, 4 P A . * yy = C9 « 
: 3 ” 
A * @ 2 ¢ 
NELLIE Bao a on t I As me Dire ~4 Ga AL S ey A, x at 
Reps ee es GS ‘ l le db = - mr 









Though T don't Know 
how you're ging To 
top last year's! 











Wizard Of Id By Johnny Hart and Brant Parker 


——— 





IT WASN'T 

AN UGLY 

SWEATER 
COMPETITION 


GGNOG? I 
BREWED IT IN 
THE SINK/ 


Facebook.com/WizardOfld 


©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 





Dist. by Creators 


THE 
DOUBLE- 
DECKER 


We go every 
year for the 
roasted nuts 
in Central Park. 
I¢ THIS THE EXPRESS 


TO NEW YORK CITy ? 








For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 















Hl “1D UKE \4 EXCUSE ME-1 SAW HI ---’D LIKE TO B 
SOMETHING oy uF PROM OVER IN ka SOMETHING Ade 
F LINGERIE. DEPARTMENT, FOR MY WIFE. 


FOR MY WIFE. | 

: (rsa) 4 AND | WANTED TO 
KNOW)... 

, S\3 a, 


{bd 


2021 Lynn Johnston Productions Inc. / Dist. By Andrews McMeel Syndication 


ray 
© 


Dist. by Creators 


ITS MY 
POKER 


OH, HE'S 
ALWAYS 
SMILING 


LOOK AT 
HIS BIG 
SMILE! 


ZERO MUST 
HAVE A GOOD 





IT STARTED WITH A FIVE | 
O'CLOCK SHADOW... J 


THAT WAS FIVE 
YEARS AGO. 


HOW DID YOU 
GET THAT 


gna, Inc. Distributed by King Featufes Syndicate 


Sa win 


NEW SCOURGE... 
LITERATE VIKINGS / 





©2021 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved. 


TTT. j 





y 
A, 









MINBE \NE 


{hen MTN ||| 
Pecan tl 
EHOULONT . Sn 


ANI 













g PUT So NWCA N e 
$ EMPHASIS = s E 
2 ON SPEEDY S g 
g SERVICE Bs = g 
= AKL) 4 

y ; 
‘ y 8 
E ee S 


Wo con WILEY INK, LTD. 12-23 WILEN INK@EARTHLINK.NET 


Curtis By Ray Billingsley 


YOU GAVE HER 
XOUR TIME! 


I'M SAD THOUGH 
‘CAUSE L STILL DON'T 
HAVE ANYTHING TO 
GIVE HER FOR THE 
HOLIDANS ! 


AND SO MICHELLE GOT 
HER TOOTH FIXED... 


OH, CURTIS. YOU GAVE 
HER SOMETHING 
VERY VALUABLE... Jf 
















Pickles By Brian Crane 
IT'S TIME To GET OUT | | OH! AND MOST IM- \fs THE HARHAPRE WITH THOSE HOLIDAY P 
MY CURE GEA. | | FORTANTOEALL MY || GentoN OF ALL. | | REINS ANP GAY 
TIE AND MY UGLY Jp MERPEEETNES 








CHRISTMAS SWEATER), 


<he 


ieee 


I'VE ALWAYS BEEN 
CURIOUS ABOUT WHAT 
FASCINATING THINGS 
GO ON IN THAT MIN 





ANYMORE. 
ames 






























Prana NES TS 
\ RAN AN \ 








a SS 





© 2021 UFS, Inc. 





[ae 
ANNUAL WIT FROM THE 
GARLAND BANDITZ 
py 
Mother Goose And Grimm By Mike Peters 


12/23 ee 


GRIMM; BPO FOU 
REALIZE THERE'S 
ALEN 





See Te, 

ee ee ye 
= ag OE 

am ee he 


WESTMINSTER | 
i yeyo 


©2021 Grimmny, Inc. Distributed by King Features Inc. grimmy.com 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


64 Wheels for 9 Western Pacific 41 Big-mouthed 
carrying wheels island capital one that can 


Across 
1 Some game 


pieces 67 Setting fora 10 Alias hold its wine? 
5 Long-range Tony-winning 11 Proper __ 42 Sess. 
nuke Miller play 12 Latininfinitive 45 Bye word 
9 Like horses 68 Persia, now 13 Big game 47 Recurred 
14 Palm whose 69 “Check this out!” 18 Wet weather at regular 
oil is used in 70 Seriously word intervals 
cosmetics weaken 22 Holiday mo. 48 Loving request 
15 David _ 71 Bind, in a way 25 Speak like 49 “Hometown 
Copperfield wite 72 Eye ailment Sylvester Proud” 
16 Barely, with “by” 26 Texter’s “Then supermarket 
17 Blades for Down again...” 50 Ace atest 
- SN blades 1 Loses color 29 Breed 51 Join 
ate 2 PayPalpayment, 30 One wa 55 Tiny 
20 Channel that ae. pee to sing , 56 Minotaur’s 
shows college 3 Rubbernecked 31 Acid Rain home 
games 4 Féin Program org. 57 Get rid of 
21 Banquet 5 “What will 32 Capek 58 Hardly around 
offering now?” classic the corner 
23 Any ship 6 Intimidate 33 Parrot 59 Risk-taker’s 
eee) 7 Two-time 36 Bribe acronym 
aaspea Cy Youn 37 “Aladdin” 60 Actress Sorvino 
27 Evasive y g ; 
Award winner prince 62 FedEx rival 
28 recy Saberhagen 38 Afterexpenses 65 Plan (out) 
much develop- 8 Show 40 Colorful 66 “A Chorus Line” 
ment amazement (at) salamander number 
34 Disinfectant 1 9 3 5 7 10 111 12 113 
prandsince |' |* | [' mT | fmm eee 
1889 14 15 16 
35 Nive = |" | | | TT | 
36 Collapsed 7 19 
Tie eee 
invention 
merece ETT | | MT Py 
42 Farmmom = 33 24 [25 |26 27 
3 eave” [| | | i | | 
44 Unaccus- 28. 129 30 31 132 133 
tomed to vette tT PET Tee 
46 Club used 34 35 
stack er) TT 
Sor PP ET PT ey 
discipline 73 74 45 
s3 Pod [|| KEEP 
opening 46 47 [48 149 [50 
54 Japanese "| | [Y [hh Pd 
computer 5 
giant 
57 Call dibs on, 
with “to” 
61 1736 writer 
of aseminal 
paper 
on graph 
theory 
63 Froman 
earlier time 





By Paul Coulter Tribune Content Agency 12/23/21 


BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


North dealer. 
Neither side vulnerable. 


discarding a spade, and ruff a diamond 
high. When both defenders follow suit, 


NORTH 
4383 you’re home. You next lead the deuce of 
z Le 983 hearts to dummy’s nine and ruff another 
&K Q4 diamond. 
‘< oo o oo. Then you draw the missing trump, lead 
V73 ¥864 the jack of clubs to the queen and cash 
ve ao [ - — 5 the king of clubs and nine of diamonds, 
SOUTH discarding two more spades. The only trick 
a ai 102 you lose is a Spade. 
4 i ; Ifthe diamonds prove to be divided 5-2 
The bidding: | instead of 4-3, you will be faced with the 
North East South West unpleasant spade situation you were trying 
1¢ Pass 29 Pass , , , 
3¢ ope 39 pace to avoid sometime later in the play, and you 
49 Pass 4NT Pass may or may not make the slam. However, 
5¢ Pass 694 
Opening lead — ten of clubs. come what may, you will at least have 
Th at old bi ack Mm agic the satisfaction of knowing that you gave 
yourself two chances to make the slam 
Assume you're in six hearts and West instead of only one. 
leads aclub. You win with the ace and must Tomorrow: Bidding quiz. 
decide how to proceed from there. You JUMBLE 


can count 11 sure tricks, and the problem is 
to find the line of play that offers the best 
chance for a 12th trick. 

You observe that if you draw trump and 
cash the A-K of diamonds and K-Q of clubs, 
discarding two spades, you will be left with 
the K-10 of spades. You may or may not 
get a spade trick out of this combination, 
but this is not a desirable position to look 
forward to. In the actual deal, you would go 
down if you played this way. 

Instead, you should attempt to develop 
your 12th trick by trying to establish an 
extra diamond trick in dummy. If the suit is 
divided normally — that is, 4-3— you won't {2#e)re coer Aw Le fo fovm he suprise ane, 
have to worry about the possibility of losin YVOOOONONONN 
two spade oe ° / ° answer her es 66666866 

Accordingly, you cash the ace of hearts ee ee ee 
at trick two, then play the A-K of diamonds, 


BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


This always 
i How am | 
supposed to 
win with you 
wearing it? 





en 
NA) ZINA 


HER SISTER'S FAVORITE SWEATER, 
BUT THE RESPONSE WASN'T --- 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





Now arrange the circled letters 


Yesterday's 


Answer: The trash collector retired after 40 years and 
was voted into the — “HAUL” OF FAME 


TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


Complete the grid so each 
ef | | (47) [6 | roxcotmandstysto (STEAADNAIS[OTF 


9 6 in bold borders) contains P| T[Uy | MAlBIE[L 

every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- RiololTt|s T{ETN|N| X[EINA| 

3 4 5 gies on how to solve Sudoku, Rial I TSlelclalPliitlAle 
CI 


visit www.sudoku.org.uk 


Ff rh ab anf NSWERTO 
5 7 1 


1 8 | 4 
7 9/3 


ERD 





























~J) 7 co) Oo) Cn] Go} ho 


co} — | co 
— 





























| yoo-HOo ! pveR HERE! Me- 
PINHEAD! Don't You WANT 

To Converse 
WITH ME 2 


 WNELL, ITS TRUE THAT . NE 
| SEE TH' woRLD THIZOUGH }. 


7 A 
ON TH ASH HEAP OF HISTORY de 
WHITE PIG'S PRIVILEGED ~ 


CALSE OF SOMETHING | CANT CON 
PONT, BUT _1€ YOU PRICK ME, 00 1 NOT BLEAT © 
View ? Ree ii Parcy EE 
Bh ooes THAT MAKE FE 
mE A PARIAK? 45) 


== 
HAST 


oa ‘ai 2 ine: Ury 
7 AK IMAPPIZO~ | Sites 
Pi ye MAT aks 
UCALLY {NCO ve ad 
THnG TO DO: Awe —— MAYBE IF 


You CHANGED 


— y 
ag | weoeeSi| LEZ x A TREN: 
BEER £120, 4 SEY i en... = ASS \ ee 
on -orF SALE ' Chane 


Distributed by King Features Syndicate 5.—-4| 


10 Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Thursday, December 23, 2021 


WM 


WINDOW NATION 


WINDOWS e¢ SIDING ¢ DOORS 


The Perfect Fit. 
(ace) ano) 0| ao) Ulole(-\ mm cele), 


poYo1a(=1010|(=¥- Mm) (Ol: Of @)- 
in-person or virtual 
re] 0) exe) ialtaat=valam RO] BAN @ 


CONTACT US 


TODAY SS pown pavent 
(888) 537.9255 o veneer or Gos. 


Our SATISFACTION numbers are through the roof! 
And we're talking 10,000s of positive reviews! 








medio a tare: 
All CDC 2. g 


¢ U Te! ray a BS : Employee & Protective face, Maicre Reeraie ter Enhanced 


Customer screening hand, & foot gear with customers cleanup practices 


@iaCliekelammelce)ail-lom ar-] [ne lain mo lavem@e)anicolamyai-lamii(ece haem larele)iy 
Minimum. Excludes labor. Subject for Credit Approval. Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer Ends 12/31/2021 


DISNEY WORLD AT S0 | 


sa SCWR@):00 ©) sn = (@)1,An AVS Oe aN BN a DLO VA| 
BECAME MAGICAL IN ORLANDO 








aS 
eviat,. PF ne 
~* z} - 


+ ha phy 
6 \4 ” ft ers 
By rth? wee v5 
: Fe ~ 3 bt) feo N, 
h cera ar ey 









V 
, 
at 


ve 
= . 
a ve e @ 
= et 
ca +a) 
* +S 
44 A ~ ait: 
" 
. ‘ 


7 “ S, he - ; : 5 4 ; “> 
64'-* ra = : : 
ot; re : 
a ETA » farmed poke : 
‘ : aes “aga 2] ast ‘ 
: i Sh Pet tn eng ee 
eye: hs : 
7S : 
“ier | rh fr terae 
* & ti se } ; 
f) a 
AAT re eea? = 
-_ rd we 
. . & ; Rx a —~ 
« +f ye 
* on rt o% 4 j 


Disney World at 50 


Celebrate the rich and fascinating history of Disney World with 
this stunning retrospective, featuring original coverage and 
over 100 photos from our archives. 


Shop now at 


tribpub.com/disneybook T 2 | B U N = 


or call (866) 545-3534 


*Available for pre-order only. Books will begin to ship on or before 2/28/22. 
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BIG EAST BASKETBALL 


League eyes precautions 
amid COVID-19 resurgence 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


Here we go again. 

Not even two months into 
the 2021-22 college basketball 
season, and a wave of COVID-19 
outbreaks and cancellations have 
disrupted the sports world as the 
nation grapples with a surge of 
the highly contagious Omicron 
variant. In Connecticut alone, 
the state’s seven-day positivity 
rate stands at 7.78%, the highest 
since widespread testing became 
available. 

While the UConn men’s 
hockey team postponed four 
games earlier this month due to 


CONNECTICUT 
HIGH SCHOOLS 


Athletes will 


continue to 
wear masks 
due to surge 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


High school athletes will 
continue to wear masks due to a 
recent surge in COVID-19 cases. 

The Connecticut Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference received guid- 
ance from the state Department 
of Public Health late Wednesday 
afternoon, according to CIAC 
executive director Glenn Lunga- 
rini. 

The CIAC, following DPH 
guidelines issued in late Novem- 
ber, was set to allow fully vacci- 
nated athletes to shed their masks 
during competition after their 
schools let out for Christmas holi- 
day break. Some schools ended 
classes Wednesday so the vacci- 
nated athletes would have been 
able to play without masks Thurs- 
day. Unvaccinated athletes were 
going to have to continue to wear 
masks at all times. 

“We have said that if there was a 
change by DPH, we would change 
to align with their guidance, so 
we will change to align with their 
guidance,” Lungarini said. “Since 
March of 2020 we have adjusted 
to new and relevant information 
as it came in and [Wednesday’s] 
adjustment is a continuation of 
that practice.” 

Lungarini said he sent out an 
email regarding the changes to 
schools Wednesday night. 

The Courant was told Wednes- 
day afternoon by sources in Gov. 
Ned Lamont’s administration that 
the DPH was leaving in place the 
guidance that high school athletes 
continue to wear masks. 

Wrestlers, indoor track throw- 
ers and jumpers, swimmers and 
gymnasts do not have to wear 
masks while competing, because 
of the safety risk. Masks must be 
worn at all other times. 

“T look at where the numbers 
are and I can’t say I’m entirely 
surprised by the decision,” said 
Jason Siegal, the athletic director 
for Hall and Conard high schools 
in West Hartford, although he 
added that he hadn’t seen anything 
official yet regarding the policy. 

With the seven-day COVID- 
19 positivity rate at 7.78% as of 
Wednesday and cases rising, it 
wasn’t surprising that the DPH 
decided to change the guide- 
lines for high school athletes. The 
original winter sports guidelines 
were issued on Nov. 22, when the 
state’s daily positivity rate was 3.53 
percent. 

Bloomfield High athletic direc- 
tor Tammy Schondelmayer 
said in the last two days she had 


Turn to Masks, Page 4 


COVID issues in the program, the 
men’s and women’s basketball 
squads have so far been spared 
from outbreaks. Other schools 
in the Big East haven’t been so 
lucky. Four games on the men’s 
side have already been deemed 
forfeits when Seton Hall, DePaul 
and Georgetown weren’t able 
to take the floor. Things could 
get messier after athletes travel 
home and reconvene on campus 
following the holidays. 

The novelty of the Omicron vari- 
ant leaves medical experts with 
more questions than answers, 
but initial data indicate it’s more 


Turn to Big East, Page 4 


Knicks guard Kemba Walker reacts to a play against the Pistons at Madison Square Garden on 


UConn’s Andre Jackson dribbles 
against Justin Lewis of Marquette 
in the first half Tuesday at Fiserv 
Forum in Milwaukee. The Huskies 
won 78-70 to pick up their first Big 
East victory of the season. PATRICK 
MCDERMOTT/GETTY 





Tuesday in New York. MIKE STOBE/GETTY PHOTOS 


“I’m Just trying to 
be myself. Trying 
to do what Ican 
to keep us upbeat. 
The overall joy 
for the game.” 

— Kemba Walker, 


Knicks guard and 
former UConn star 





Hartford Courant | Section3 | Thursday, December 23,2021 1 











COURANT.COM /SPORTS 








UCONN MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Win over Marquette 
brings rhythm back 


By Shreyas Laddha 
Hartford Courant 


Getting fully healthy is just what 
the doctor ordered for the UConn 
men’s basketball team. UConn 
(10-3, 1-1) got back injured starter 
Adama Sanogo on Tuesday night 
and defeated Marquette (8-4, 0-2) 
78-70 at the Fiserv Forum to earn 
its first Big East Conference win. 

Sanogo started off rusty but 
slowly settled down. He finished 
with six points in 13 minutes. More 
importantly, his presence on the 
offensive end is something the 





























Huskies have missed in the four 
games without him. While Sanogo 
only took five shots, having him on 
the court helped Tyrese Martin (25 
points), R.J. Cole (20) and Andre 
Jackson (10) have good offensive 
games. 

UConn found itself tested at 
times against Marquette, reducing 
an 11-point lead to just two points 
in the second half, but UConn 
coach Dan Hurley has to be proud 
of how his team responded. Here 
are some thoughts, musings and 
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KNICKS 





7 for the 
UConn great Kemba Walker 
recapturing love for hoops in 
his return to the shorthanded 


Knicks lineup but still seeking 
peace with Tom Thibodeau 


¢ 


or one night, it was the home- 
town-kid-in-the-Garden 
story everyone envisioned. 
Kemba Walker was driving 
and creating and hitting the 
occasional perimeter shot. 
The huge smile returned as 


he backpedaled to the defensive end, and the 
hometown crowd at Madison Square Garden 
was eating it up. 

“T’m just trying to be myself” Walker said. 
“Trying to do 
what I can to 
keep us upbeat. 
The overall joy 
for the game.” 

There was joy, 
but not really 
peace for the 
New York Knicks. 
Walker’s 21 points, eight rebounds and five 
assists on Tuesday helped give the Knicks 
an easy 105-91 win over the Detroit Pistons, 
one of the worst teams in the NBA, but it was 
more like a tenuous holiday truce. 

“T have to base it on what players are doing 
right now,” Knicks coach Tom Thibodeau 
said. “Whoever gives us the best chance 
to win is going to be in there. Performance 
matters. If you’re playing well, you’re going 
to be in there. That’s the way it works here. 

I love Kemba. My job is to do what’s best for 
the team. He’s playing great basketball. All 
the credit in the world to him, but the team 
winning is the most important thing.” 

Thibodeau didn’t have to blink his message 
in Morse code. Walker is playing because he 
has no one else. When Derrick Rose returns 
from his ankle injury and the six players out on 
COVID-19 protocol begin to filter back into the 
lineup, the frost will return to their relationship. 

It wasn’t supposed to be this way, and it 
shouldn’t be. This began as a story about 





Dom Amore 


two hard-core Connecticut basketball guys 
united at their dream destination. What 





could go wrong? There was Thibodeau, 63, 
the basketball lifer, uncompromising in his 
principles. An old-school Knicks fan from 
New Britain who last year landed the job 
he coveted for decades with the chance to 
restore to the luster to the franchise. 

And there was Walker, a 31-year-old NBA 
veteran from the Bronx and Rice High in 
Harlem who led UConn to the national title 
in 2011. A four-time All-Star, he signed with 
the Knicks this season. A “dream come true” 
to play on the floor on which he had his 
forever Huskies moment. 


Turn to Amore, Page 2 


Safety Tip of the Day 


The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) recommends 
having smoke alarms installed in every sleeping room, outside 
each sleeping area, and on every floor of the house. 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 





riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

Patriots: Bills, Sunday, 
1.m. 

Giants: at Eagles, Sunday, 
]).m. 

Jets: Jaguars, Sunday, 
].m. 

UConn MBB: at Xavier, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m.; Butler 
(XL), Jan. 1, 4 p.m.; at 
Seton Hall, Jan. 8, noon 
UConn WBB: Marquette 
(XL), Wednesday, 7 .m.; 
at DePaul, Dec. 31, 2 p.m.; 
at Georgetown, Jan. 5, 
p.m. 

Celtics: at Bucks, 
Saturday, 2:30 p.m.: 

at Timberwolves, 
Monday, 8 p.m.; Clippers, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Knicks: Wizards, 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Hawks, Saturday, noon; at 
Timberwolves, Tuesday, 

8 p.m. 

Nets: at Lakers, Saturday, 
8 p.m.; at Clippers, 
Monday, 10:30 p.m.; 76ers, 
Dec. 30, 7 p.m. 

UConn hockey: at 
Harvard, Jan. 2, 7.m.; 

at Boston Coll., Jan. 8, 4 
p.m.; Boston Univ., Jan. 14, 
7p.m. 

Bruins: Penguins, 
Monday, 7 p.m.; at 
Senators, Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m.; Sabres, Jan. 1, 
1).m. 

Rangers: Red Wings, 
Monday, 7 p.m.; at 
Panthers, Wednesday, 
7p.m.; at Lightning, 

Dec. 31, 7 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: at Bridgeport, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; 
Providence, Dec. 31, 

3 p.m.; Rochester, Jan. 2, 
3/.m. 


TV/RADIO 

NFL 

820 p.m.: 49ers at Titans. 
NFL 

NHL 

7 p.m.: Flyers at Penguins. 
NBCSP+ 

NBA 

7 p.m.: Hawks at Sixers. 
NBCSP 

7:30 p.m.: Washington 
Wizards at New York 
Knicks. (Live), MSG 
830 p.m.: Bucks at 
Mavericks. NBATV 
NCAA FOOTBALL 

330 p.m.: North Texas vs. 
Miami (Ohio). ESPN 

7 p.m.: UCF vs. Florida. 
ESPN 

NCAA BASKETBALL 
630 p.m.: Butler at St. 
John’s. FS1 

7p.m.: Morgan State at 
Wisconsin. BIG1O 

830 p.m.: Seton Hall at 
DePaul. FS1 

830 p.m.: Central 
Connecticut State at 
Rutgers. ESPNU 

10 p.m.: Diamond Head 
Classic, First Semifinal. 
ESPN2 


REGIONAL 
DIGEST 


Hartford tops 
Sacred Heart 


Hunter Marks had a 
career-high 31 points as 
Hartford got past Sacred 
Heart 78-71 on Wednes- 
day at Fairfield. Marks 
converted all 10 of his free 
throws. He added eight 
rebounds. D.J. Mitchell 
had 18 points for Hart- 
ford (2-10). Moses Flow- 
ers added 10 points and 
10 rebounds, and David 
Shriver had 10 points. 
Hartford scored 51 second- 
half points, a season 
best for the team. Aaron 
Clarke had 23 points for 
the Pioneers (4-9). Nico 
Galette added 14 points 
and seven rebounds. Tyler 
Thomas had 13 points. ... 
The Yale men’s basketball 
team’s game vs Howard, 
scheduled for Thursday 
in New Haven, has been 
canceled due to COVID 
issues within the Howard 
program. Earlier Yale had 
announced that any home 
games played through Jan. 
1, 2022 will be held with- 
out fans due to COVID 
concerns. Affected dates 
include women’s basket- 
ball against Army on Tues- 
day, and men’s hockey 
against Merrimack on 
Jan. 1. 

Gonzalez joins Revo- 
lution: Defender Omar 
Gonzalez is following 
midfielder Sebastian 
Lletget to Major League 
Soccer’s New England 
Revolution to play under 
Bruce Arena, their 
former coach with the 
LA Galaxy. The 33-year- 
old defender agreed to 
a two-year contract, the 
Revolution said Wednes- 
day. Gonzalez played for 
the Galaxy (2009-15), 
Mexico’s Pachuca (2016- 
18) and Atlas (2018-19), 
and Toronto (2019-21). 


NFL 


Pats may get key ¢ contributors back 


Courant News Services 


The Patriots could have 
their two top contributors 
on offense back on the field 
for Sunday’s key AFC East 
matchup with the Bills. 

Leading rusher Damien 
Harris returned to practice 
Wednesday after sitting out 
last week’s loss at Indianap- 
olis with a hamstring injury. 

Patriots coach Bill Beli- 
chick also at least left open 
the possibility that receiver 
Kendrick Bourne could 
return by Sunday after being 
one of four Patriots placed 
on the reserve/COVID-19 
list Monday along with line- 
backers Harvey Langhi, 
Cameron McGrone and 
Ronnie Perkins. 

“If he meets the criteria 
that the league set up, sure,” 
Belichick said Wednesday 
regarding Bourne’s status. 

Linebacker Ja’Whaun 
Bentley (ankle/ribs) and 
receiver N’Keal Harry (hip) 
were also back on the field 
after leaving last week’s loss 
to the Colts early. Receiver 
Nelson Agholor (concus- 
sion), rookie running back 
Rhamondre Stevenson 
(illness) and offensive line- 
man Yasir Durant (COVID-19 
list) were the only other play- 
ers absent from the portion of 
Wednesday’s practice open to 
reporters. 

Bourne’s potential eligibil- 
ity for Sunday stems from the 
NFL’s update to its COVID- 
19 protocols last week, which 
allows players who are fully 
vaccinated to be released 
from the typical 10-day quar- 
antine period early by testing 
negative daily and remaining 
asymptomatic for at least 24 


YANKEES 





hours. 

While his vaccination status 
isunknown, Bourne said in an 
Instagram post that he wasn’t 
experiencing symptoms. 

Having Bourne and Harris 
available would be huge for 
the Patriots as they look to 
tangle with a Bills defense 
that is allowing an NFL-low 
288 yards per game. That’s on 
top of having the league’s best 
passing defense, allowing just 
176 yards per game through 
the air. 


— Kyle Hightower, 
Associated Press 


Giants: Jones’ 
neck injury pain 


While he wanted to play 
again this season, Daniel 
Jones said his sprained neck 
caused him discomfort in 
certain positions and made 
it impossible for him to play 
quarterback for the New York 


Ne 
New England Patriots running ey Damien Harris (37) seHoace field drills during practice 
Wednesday in Foxborough, Mass. STEVEN SENNE/AP 


Giants. 

Talking to reporters 
Wednesday for the first 
time since being placed 
on season-ending injured 
reserve, Jones felt he made 
progress in his third season 
but admitted the Giants 
(4-10) did not win enough 
games. He doesn’t think the 
injury will affect his play next 
season, other than he may 
be more willing to get down 
sooner to avoid hits. 

“These last few weeks have 
been tough. Obviously, you 
want to be out there,” Jones 
said. “You want to be playing. 
Iwas doing everything I could 
to give myself a chance to get 
back out there.” 

Jones sidestepped a ques- 
tion about returning next 
season as a starter, saying his 
game needs to improve and 
the team needs to improve. 
The sixth pick overall has 
started since the third game 
of his rookie season in 2019. 


Chavez to be assistant 


A coach with MLB 
playing experience, 
Chavez is a rarity 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — Eric 
Chavez may be coming into 
the Bronx as an assistant 
hitting coach, but his role 
is undefined, according to 
Aaron Boone. The six-time 
Gold Glove and 2002 Silver 
Slugger winner at third 
base will be the “Swiss 
Army knife,” of coaches, 
the Yankees manager said 
Wednesday afternoon. 

He will be imparting the 
experience he had in his 
17 years in the big leagues 
among a staff that is high on 
statistics and theories and 
thin on playing backgrounds. 

“He had a great career, 


Amore 


from Page 1 


Buta funny thing happened on the 


a prominent major league 
career, the great defender, 
outstanding hitter, has worn 
some different hats already 
post (playing) career from a 
front office standpoint. 

“So I’ve kind of envisioned 
this role of having this guy 
that can kind of grow in a 
role, and brings the presence 
to the coaching staff, brings 
a presence to the room, and I 
feel like, has a lot of things to 
offer,” the Yankees manager 
continued. 

Boone’s finalized coach- 
ing staff was announced 
by the team Tuesday night. 
As expected, minor league 
hitting coordinator Dillon 
Lawson replaces Marcus 
Thames as the hitting coach 
and Desi Druschel will go 
from being the team’s minor 
league manager of pitching 
development to an assistant 
pitching coach. 

Casey Dykes, the Triple-A 


Scranton hitting coach, will 
join Chavez as an assistant to 
Lawson. 

The club also confirmed 
the hiring of former Mets 
manager Luis Rojas as third 
base/outfield coach and 
announced that longtime 
minor league coach and 
infield coordinator Travis 
Chapman will replace 
Reggie Willets as the first 
base coach. Returning to 
the staff are bench coach 
Carlos Mendoza, pitching 
coach Matt Blake, long-time 
bullpen coach Mike Harkey 
and catching coordinator 
and quality-control coach 
Tanner Swanson. 

Good luck, Buck: Boone 
reached out to Buck Show- 
alter Tuesday to wish the 
former Yankees skipper 
good luck with his new job 
as the Mets manager. 

“I texted him yesterday 
just congrats and welcome 


Jones shed some light on 
his injury, which happened 
in a game on Nov. 28 against 
Philadelphia. He said he was 
sore and didn’t have much 
range of motion after the 
game. The sprained neck 
was diagnosed over the next 
24 hours. 

With Jones out, Mike Glen- 
non has started the past three 
games. New York has lost all 
three and coach Joe Judge 
has to decide whether to 
give the 32-year-old veteran 
another start or to go with 
Jake Fromm. The second- 
year player got his first taste 
of regular-season action in a 
21-6 loss to Dallas on Sunday 
and moved the team 84 yards 
on its final series before the 
drive stalled. 

Meanwhile, the Giants held 
a walk-through on Wednes- 
day and running back Gary 
Brightwell (neck) and guard 
Ben Bredeson (ankle) did 
not participate. ... Six play- 


ers were limited: RB Saquon 
Barkley (ankle), DL Leon- 
ard Williams (triceps), FB 
Cullen Gillaspia (shin), DL 
Austin Johnson (foot), TE 
Kyle Rudolph (ankle) and T 
Andrew Thomas (ankle). ... 
Judge said rookie WR Kadar- 
ius Toney may come off the 
COVID-19 list this week. 

— Tom Canavan, 

Associated Press 


Jets: Head coach 
on COVID-19 list 


The wave of COVID-19 
continues to hit the Jets as 
head coach Robert Saleh 
tested positive Wednesday 
morning. 

Saleh showed symp- 
toms and is currently going 
through protocols. Tight ends 
coach Ron Middleton willrun 
practices. The rest of the team 
discovered the news during 
walkthroughs Wednesday 
morning. 

Saleh is vaccinated and can 
come off the COVID-19 list 
before Sunday’s game against 
the Jaguars if he tests nega- 
tive twice before. Saleh is still 
running the Jets’ virtual team 
meetings as they prepare for 
the Jaguars. 

But if Saleh isn’t cleared, 
Middleton will be the head 
coach this Sunday. It wouldbe 
his first game as a head coach 
ever in his career. 

Along with Saleh, Michael 
Carter II, Alijah Vera-Tucker, 
Jeff Smith, Lamar Jackson, 
Ashtyn Davis, Kenny Yeboah 
and Jonathan Marshall joined 
the COVID-19 list. 


— DJ Bien-Aime II, 
New York Daily News 


hitting coach 


back and all that but I have 
not spoken to him. I’m 
sure at some point over 
the winter we’ll catch up,’ 
Boone said. “He’s some- 
body that I talked to every 
now and then already but 
you know, obviously I think 
the Mets got a really good 
one in Buck. Excited to see 
him back.” 

The sound of silence: Per 
the rule instituted by MLB 
when the owners locked out 
the players, Boone has not 
been able to talk to or commu- 
nicate in any way with his 
players. Known as amanager 
who works those relation- 
ships, Boone said it “sucks” 
not even being able to send a 
“Happy New Year” message 
or ask how they are doing. 

“Especially with a lot 
of our players, we’ve been 
together now for years, that 
you have these strong rela- 
tionships and history with 


way to the Felt Forum. Walker has aged. 
His troublesome knees make it difficult 
for him to get to his spot quickly enough 
to affect an opponent’s possession and 
to stay in front of guys, the defensive 
details Thibodeau values. 

Signing Walker for two years and 
$18 million was a move the front 
office, Leon Rose, “Worldwide Wes” 
William Wesley, and the rest, made 
with their hearts. Thibodeau, who 
got the Knicks to 10 games over .500 
his first season, hated seeing a defen- 
sive asset, Reggie Bullock, walk in 
free agency. The Knicks used their 
salary cap space on Walker and Evan 
Fournier, Celtics castoffs bound to 
make them older and slower. 

After a 5-1 start, the Knicks were 
11-9 and falling fast when Thibodeau 
pulled Walker from the rotation on 
Nov. 29 with his defensive metrics 
near the bottom among guards in the 
league. Walker accepted the news, 
but the smile was gone. 

The only thing Walker did wrong 
was get old. The only thing Thibo- 
deau did wrong was to be himself 
— brutally honest with one of 
the game’s most beloved players. 
Through nine straight DNPs, Walk- 
er’s friends in the game took to social 
media to rally around him. And, by 
the way, the Knicks went 2-7. 

Maybe Thibodeau hasn’t won 
any new fans in his home state of 
Connecticut, which is of no relevance 
here, but he has to coach the Knicks 
his way — has anyone else’s way 
worked in recent memory? If bench- 
ing Walker was a snarky “I told you 
so” aimed at the front office, so be it. 

But it helps no one to bury Kemba 
Walker altogether. The fortunes of 
basketball, the accumulating losses 





Kemba Walker (8) had 21 points, eight rebounds and five assists for the Knicks in 
their win over Detroit on Tuesday night. NOAH K. MURRAY/AP 


and the COVID-19 pandemic that 
won't go away forced Thibodeau 
to grit his teeth and call on Walker 
again. 

Last Saturday, Walker responded 
like a pro, playing 37 minutes and 
scoring 29 in a loss to the Boston 
Celtics. Thibodeau’s response? 
“That’s what he’s supposed to do.” 

Walker revealed afterward that he 
had not spoken to Thibodeau since 
the benching and made it clear he 
thought he should be playing. 

When the Knicks returned to 
the Garden on Tuesday, Thibodeau 
revealed before the game he was still 
down seven players. 

“Well, Kemba’s starting,” he said, 
“so that part is, you know. ...” 

Yes, we know. 

Walker showed he can still make 
plays on offense, still has the crafty 
moves to elicit ooohs and ahhhhs, 
can still create a shot off the drib- 
ble and can still find teammates like 
Mitchell Robinson with a lob pass. 


“T’m just enjoying myself’ he said. 
“T’ve been having a lot of fun the last 
two games. I want to continue to 
have fun as long as I’m out there.” 

Maybe the truce holds through 
Christmas with home games against 
Golden State on Thursday and 
Atlanta on Saturday. Maybe it lasts 
longer with the announcement on 
Wednesday night that Rose will 
be out at least eight weeks. Right 
now, he’s probably getting too many 
minutes, but there must be a way to 
utilize Walker’s skills and hide his 
deficiencies when everybody’s back. 
Seems that would be good for Thibo- 
deau’s relationship with the front 
office and for the Knicks’ frame of 
mind in the short run. 

“Who wants to lose? Walker said. 
“Whether I’m out there or not, it’s no 
fun to lose. There was nothing to be 


joyful about.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 


now,” Boone said. “It sucks 
not to be able to communi- 
cate with them, even on the 
everyday things.” 

According to one indus- 
try source, front office 
and management person- 
nel have to self-report any 
contact with players, even 
an incidental bump-in at a 
store or restaurant. 

Volpe very special: Boone 
is allowed to talk about play- 
ers not on the 40-man roster 
and therefore not repre- 
sented by the union. He’s 
had afew meetings with top 
prospect Anthony Volpe. 

“A special guy,” Boone 
said.”I’m really excited 
about the player, but also 
the person that I’ve gotten 
to see so far?” 

Boone said that there may 
be a chance for him and the 
coaching staff to work with 
players not on the 40-man 
roster this winter. 


CELTICS 

Joe Johnson 
comes back 
to Boston 


By Mark Murphy 
Boston Herald 


BOSTON — Joe John- 
son has completed a gener- 
ation-spanning circle by 
coming back to the team that 
drafted him in 2001. 

Johnson spent only half a 
season as a Celtic before he 
was traded to Phoenix for 
a short-term playoff fix in 
the form of Rodney Rogers 
and Tony Delk. The Garden 
never got to see how Paul 
Pierce and Johnson might 
mature together. 

But after spending the last 
two years in the Big3 Tour- 
nament — he’s a former 
Big3 MVP — Johnson has 
returned to his original team 
19 years after they traded 
him. 

Johnson’s 10-day hard- 
ship deal — first reported by 
ESPN — makes the 40-year- 
old veteran the Celtics’ third 
such signing over the last 
week. D-leaguers CJ Miles 
and Justin Jackson are also 
on the roster. 

Seven Celtics were in 
health and safety protocol 
heading into Wednesday’s 
game against Cleveland, 
including Al Horford, Grant 
Williams, Josh Richard- 
son, Jabari Parker, Juancho 
Hernangomez, Sam Hauser 
and Brodric Thomas. 
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RAFT 
KINGS 


CASINO 


GET A 100% 
DEPOSIT BONUS 
UP T0 $2,000 


PROMO CODE: 


Gambling problem? Call 888-789-7777 or visit ccpg.org/chat. 
21+. CT only. Deposit amount and match amount require 15x 
play-thru at different game contribution rates. Bonus issued 
as site credits that can only be used on DraftKings Casino. 
Eligibility restrictions apply. See draftkings.com/casino for 
full terms and conditions. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Tuesday: at Xavier, 
7p.m., FSI 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Wednesday: vs. Marquette 
(at XL Center), 7 p.m., SNY 


UCONN 








Masks 


from Page 1 


heard from athletic directors from 
three different opponents who were 
supposed to play her teams next week 
who might have to cancel or postpone 


games due to COVID. 


“Obviously even kids who are vacci- 


UConn 


from Page 1 


more about UConn’s play 
on Tuesday night. 


Martin could be 
UConn’s answer 


in the clutch 


Martin had the look of 
player that knew he could 
do anything he wanted on 
the court on Tuesday night. 
The senior guard finished 
with a career-high 25 points 
on 9-for-16 shooting. He 
took smart shots and got 
to the line eight times. 
Perhaps more importantly, 
Martin played fantastic in 
the clutch. Each of UConn’s 
three losses have been by 
no more than four points. 
Often it has come down to 
late-game execution. When 
UConn’s lead was just two 
points on Tuesday night, 
Martin hit a huge and-one 
layup and converted the 
free throw then led UConn 
on a 6-0 run that put the 
game out of reach. 

Often times, Sanogo and 
Cole have been the ones to 
take shots, but it has led to 
mixed results. Sometimes, 
Cole would take too many 
tough shots, and Sanogo 
has struggled with defen- 
sive pressure late in games. 
Martin has been the most 
consistent player so far this 
season, and perhaps his 
best attribute is his matu- 
rity on both ends of the ball. 
He won’t force bad shots, he 
drives with force which often 
leads to ascore or free throw 
attempts (though he hasn’t 
been great from the line at 
just 63.6%) and he makes 
the least mistakes out of the 
Huskies top three scoring 


UCONN FOOTBALL 


nated are getting it and they’re expos- 
ing other people so this is probably the 
smartest thing to do,” Schondelmayer 
said. “This makes it easy. Now I don’t 
have to worry about who’s vaccinated 
and who’s not. I don’t have to police 


that.” 


% 
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Tuesday night against Lauralton Hall 
because of a COVID-19 case in his 
program. 

“We didn’t have an issue with the 
masks last year,” Kohs said. “The kids 
are used to the masks. I’m just glad 


we're trying to continue to play.” 


Mercy girls basketball coach Tim 
Kohs, who is also the school’s athletic 
director, had his game called off 


UConn’s Tyler Polley dunks aagainst Marquette in the 
second half Tuesday at Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee. 


PATRICK MCDERMOTT/GETTY 


options. 

“He’s (Martin) really 
improved all aspects of 
his game,” Hurley told FS1 
following Tuesday’s win. 

“He knows he’s a really 
good player and he knows 
he’s an all-conference level 
player. At 6-6, 220 [pounds], 
he’s a tough matchup.” 


Andre Jackson 
needs the ball 
in his hands 


All season long, UConn’s 
lack of ball handling has 
been areal issue. The Huks- 
ies have tried to give fresh- 
man Jordan Hawkins the 
ball more, but he’s made 


some youthful mistakes. On 
Tuesday, Hurley seemed 
to initiate the offense a 
lot more with Jackson 
handling the ball. Against 
the Golden Eagles, he used 
his speed to get easy points, 
and when he faced a wall of 
defenders in the paint, he 
smartly passed to the open 
shooter in the corners. This 
is a role Jackson should 
have alot more often to help 
alleviate UConn’s scoring 
droughts. 


Akok Akok 
finding his shot 


The 6-foot-9 Akok Akok 
is making 3s at the highest 


Lori Riley can be reached 
at lriley@courant.com. 


LATE TUESDAY 

UCONN 78, MARQUETTE 70 

UConn M FG FT RB APF PT 
Martin 33 9-16 68 61 2 25 
Cole 32 7-12 55 2 7 3 20 
Jackson 37 45 1-1 7 3 1 «10 
Akok 27 26 00 602 6 
Whaley 31 13 22 623 4 
Sanogo 12 3-6 0-0 202 6 
Polley 11 24 00 04141 =5 
Gaffney 7 O-1 2-2 013 2 
Hawkins 10 03 00 010 0 
TOTALS — 28-5616-18 301617 78 


Three-point goals: 6-20, 30.0(Akok 2-4, Jackson 
1-1, Polley 1-3, Martin 1-4, Cole 1-5, Whaley 0-1, 
Gaffney 0-1, Hawkins 0-1). FG pct.: 50.0. FT pct.: 
88.9. Team rebounds: 1. Turnovers: 12(Sanogo 

3, Martin 2, Cole 2, Whaley 2, Gaffney 2, Polley). 
Blocks: 3(Akok, Whaley, Sanogo). Steals: 8 Jack- 
son 3, Cole 2, Whaley 2, Gaffney). 


Marquette M FG B 
Lewis 34 7-146 68 7 
Prosper 30 69 0-0 5 
Jones 27 3-5 0-0 4 
Kuath 24 46 0-0 2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
0 


U0 


wWWFre OC UN Nh 
mm NO 


Stine see oe So 


Kolek 36 2-8 2-2 
Joplin 12 2-5 0-0 
Elliott 20 2-5 0-0 
Ighodaro 16 0-0 2-2 
Mitchell 1 0-0 0-0 01 
TOTALS — 26-5413-17 291518 70 
Three-point goals: 5-15, 33.3ones 2-3, Prosper 
1-1, Kolek 1-3, Elliott 1-3, Joplin 0-2, Lewis 0-3). 
FG pct.: 48.1. FT pct.: 76.5. Team rebounds: 3. 
Turnovers: 13(Lewis 2, Jones 2, Kolek 2, Ighodaro 
2, Mitchell 2, Prosper, Kuath, Elliott). Blocks: 4 
(Kuath 2, Lewis, Elliott). Steals: 5(Kolek 2, Lewis, 
Prosper, Jones). 


UConn 43 35 — 78 
Marquette 37 33 — 70 


Officials: Clogherty, Ayers, Anderson. Att.: 
12,569at Fiserv Forum, Milwaukee, Wisc. 


NOCMONWOP 


percentage (55.6%) on the 
teamand went 2-for-4 on 
Tuesday. UConn isn’t the 
best at shooting the 3, making 
only 7.6 per game (No. 172 
in NCAA Division I), so it’s 
important that Akok keeps 
shooting when he’s open. 

At times this season, Akok 
has been hesitant to take the 
open 3. Hurley even talked 
about how he wanted Akok 
to take an open 3-pointer at 
the end of the West Virginia 
game. Since then, Akok has 
been more willing to take the 
shot. Not only does it help 
a team that’s inconsistent 
shooting wise, but it gives 
space in the paint for guys 
like Sanogo, Cole, Jackson 
and Martin to operate in the 
paint. 


Mora adds defensive line coach McClendon to staff 


Georgia high school QB 
recruited by UConn dies 


Team also gains 
JUCO running 
back Knight to 
replace Mensah 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


UConn has the next piece 
of its football coaching staff 
in place with the addition of 
Kenny McClendonas defen- 
sive line coach. 

McClendon, who played 
four years at Central Mich- 
igan and earned his degree 
in 2013, coached at his alma 
mater, Carthage College, 
Iowa State, Valdosta State 
and most recently as defen- 
sive line coach at Youngstown 
State in 2020-21. 

“He is an extremely hard 
worker and has a passion 
for helping student-ath- 
letes reach their potential,” 
UConn coach Jim Mora said. 
“T know he can’t wait to get 
started and I look forward 
to him joining us here in 
Storrs.” 

McClendon’s hiring 
is pending completions 
of UConn’s onboarding 
process. 

“T’m excited and blessed 
to be part of such an 
outstanding University and 
on a staff made up of great 
people” McClendon said. 

McClendon joins defen- 
sive coordinator Lou 
Spanos, linebackers coach 


Sirike Diabate and second- 
ary coach Dalton Hilliard 
on that side of the ball. 
Mora spent most of his NFL 
career as a defensive backs 
coach or defensive coor- 
dinator. UConn also has 
analyst, Luke Carrezola, 
a former Husky, and 
grad assistant Joseph Castel- 
litto on the defensive side. 

In 2018, McClendon 
was on the staff of Valdo- 
sta State’s Division II 
undefeated national cham- 
pionship team. 

UConn also landed 
another player this week in 
running back Will Knight, 
who played at Garden City 
Community College in 
Kansas in 2021. Knight, 5 
feet 11 and 225 pounds, aver- 
aged 6.5 yards per carry for 
Garden City. The Delaware 
Gatorade high school player 
of the year in 2017, Knight 
began his college career at 
Old Dominion then trans- 
ferred to Delaware, where 
he rushed for over 919 yards 
in 2019. The school did not 
play football in 2020. 

Knight takes a back- 
field spot vacated by Kevin 
Mensah, who entered the 
NCAA transfer portal after 
gaining 2,933 yards in his 
career at UConn. Wide 
receiver Heron Maurisseau 
also entered the portal this 
week. 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 


Did you know? 


There are 111 million self-reported episodes of alcohol-impaired 
driving among U.S. adults each year. 


Please don’t drink and drive. 
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By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


Robbie Roper, a Geor- 
gia high school quar- 


terback who was being 


recruited by UConn, died 
Wednesday from compli- 
cations following routine 
surgery. 

The UConn football 
team sends our most 
heartfelt sympathies 
and prayers to the Roper 
Family,’ UConn coach 
Jim Mora said via Twitter 
on Wednesday. “[Robbie] 
was a fine young man 


who will be greatly 


missed and always held 
up with great honor 
and wonderful memo- 
ries. [Rest in peace| 
Robbie, forever in our 
hearts.” 

UConn and UMass 
were among several 
schools that had made 
scholarship offers to 
Roper. The 6-foot-4, 
215-pound senior led 
Roswell High School 
to a 10-3 record and the 
Georgia Class 7A state 
quarterfinals this season, 
passing for 3,010 yards 
and 37 touchdowns and 
had a3.9 GPA. 

According to 
CBS46-TV in Atlanta, 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


Roper had complications 
stemming from anesthe- 
sia following shoulder 
surgery in Florida earlier 
this week. 

“He was the biggest 
joy to our family,’ The 
Roper family said via 
Twitter. “We are proud 
of the young man he 
has become. He will be 
missed by friends and 
family dearly,” 

Robbie’s | sister 
Breanna, an Ole Miss 
softball player, said her 
brother was able to touch 
so many hearts. 

“T am beyond proud of 
the man he has become 
and can only wish to be 
half as good of a team- 
mate, leader and person 
that Robbie was,” she said 
via Twitter. 

Roswell High released 
a statement saying, 
“Robbie was an incredi- 
ble young man and made 
a huge impact on his 
teammates, classmates 
and the community. No. 
5 will never be forgotten. 
.. A wonderful young 
man was taken from this 
world way too soon.” 


Dom Amore can be 
reached at damore@ 
courant.com 
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infectious than previous 
variants, though the jury is 
still out on whether it’s more 
likely to cause severe illness. 

“We expected at this time 
that Omicron’s impact would 
be hitting Connecticut, and 
it’s beginning to affect us right 
now,” Dr. Ajay Kumar, chief 
clinical officer at Hartford 
HealthCare, said Wednesday. 
“T think we’re going to see 
continued increase in prev- 
alence over the next several 
days and probably the early 
part of January.” 

In light of Omicron’s surge, 
the Courant spoke toa UConn 
Athletics spokesperson about 
the department’s and Big 
Kast’s current COVID-19 
protocols and plans. 


Is UConn considering reduc- 
ing crowd capacity at home 
basketball games or requir- 
ing proof of vaccination? 
Under what circumstances 
would the school do so? 

UConn currently does not 
have any capacity restrictions 
for games at Gampel Pavilion 
and the XL Center, nor does 
it require proof of vaccina- 
tion or a negative COVID- 
19 test result to attend. The 
school asks people regardless 
of vaccination status to wear 
masks at all times unless they 
are actively eating and drink- 
ing, though some fans have 
complained that that rule has 
not been strictly enforced. 

UConn says the school “will 
continue to follow guidance 
from state and local public 
health officials as it relates 
to these matters.” As of now, 
the state has not enacted any 
restrictions on large indoor 
gatherings. 

Medical experts inter- 
viewed by The Courant largely 
agreed that people should 
avoid going to crowded basket- 
ball games for the time being. 

“T would definitely avoid 
those if possible,” said Dr. 
Scott Roberts, associate 
medical director for infection 
prevention at Yale New Haven 
Hospital. “Many people are 
unmasked at those gather- 
ings, they’re crunched close 
together, everybody is sort of 
shouting at the team and aero- 
solizing the virus and spread- 
ing it all over. So I think that’s 
arisky endeavor.” 


What is the most up-to-date 
number of student-athletes 
who have been vaccinated 
and/or boosted? 

According to the school, 
roughly 95% of student-ath- 
letes — and 100% of basket- 
ball athletes — have been 
vaccinated. When asked how 
many received their boosters, 
the school said that “infor- 
mation is not available at this 
time.” Elsewhere around the 
country, Alabama football 
coach Nick Saban disclosed 
more than 90% of his players 
are boosted. 

According to the CDC, indi- 
viduals should wait at least six 
months after completing their 
initial vaccination series to get 
their COVID-19 booster ifthey 
received the Modernaor Pfizer 
shots, and two months after 
receiving Johnson & Johnson. 


How often are in-season 
UConn athletes/coaches/ 
support staff being tested 
for COVID-19? What are the 
protocols if someone tests 
positive for COVID-19? 
Unvaccinated individuals 
are tested weekly, the school 
says, while vaccinated indi- 
viduals are tested only if “they 
present symptoms or if they 
are a close contact to a posi- 
tive.” The school follows 
CDC recommendations thata 
close contact is tested 5-7 days 
following the date of exposure 
(the individual may also be 
tested prior to that, but there’s 
less of a chance an infection 
is detected that early on). 


Unvaccinated close contacts 
must quarantine for 10 days, 
after which they must present 
a negative test to be released. 
In line with CDC guidelines, 
vaccinated close contacts 
don’t have to quarantine but 
must wear a mask at all times 
and produce a negative test 
between days 5-7. Ifan individ- 
ual tests positive for COVID, 
they must isolate for 10 days. 


Are there any special pre- 
cautions teams are taking 
upon returning to campus 
from the holiday break? 

Unlike last year when 
both squads opted to stay on 
campus, the UConn basketball 
teams dispersed for the holi- 
days following the women’s 
loss to Louisville Sunday and 
the men’s win at Marquette 
Tuesday. The school as a 
whole is currently not requir- 
ing vaccinated individuals to 
test negative for COVID upon 
arriving back to campus. Same 
goes with the athletics depart- 
ment. 


What could happen to game 
play if teams experience 
outbreaks? 

Last season, a single 
COVID-19 case caused the 
men’s and women’s basket- 
ball programs to shut down 
at separate times early in the 
season. Things are differ- 
ent now due to widespread 
vaccination. Just Tuesday 
night, the UConn men played 
against Marquette, which was 
missing second-leading scorer 
Darryl Morsell after he’d 
entered COVID protocols. 

Prior to the season, the Big 
East implemented a policy in 
which if a conference game 
couldn’t be played because 
a team had an “insufficient 
number of players” due to 
COVID, thatteam would have 
to forfeit the game, counting 
as a loss for that team and a 
win for the opponent. There 
was no set minimum of play- 
ers required by the league; 
that would be up to each 
school, though it’s possi- 
ble that changes now with 
Omicron surging. 

As of Wednesday, multi- 
ple Power 5 conferences 
rescinded their forfeit policies. 
Although the Big East has not 
made an official announce- 
ment, both Jon Rothstein 
and Zach Braziller reported 
that the league will rescind its 
forfeit rule, try to reschedule 
games moving forward and 
that previous forfeits will be 
reversed. 


How do Geno Auriemma, 
Dan Hurley feel about the 
way things are headed? 

“You’re aware, [think we’re 
aware of the NFL and the 
college cancellations,” men’s 
basketball coach Dan Hurley 
said last week. “We’re fully 
vaccinated, anumber ofus had 
the booster, too. We’re just so, 
so grateful to have a chance to 
play.” 

“I’m going about it as 
business as usual for me,” 
women’s basketball coach 
Geno Auriemma said Sunday. 
“T do what I have to do, I take 
the precautions I have to take, 
but atthe same time, I’m done 
with living a way that I’ve 
had to live, like so many other 
people have had to live, for a 
couple of years now. You get 
your vaccine, your second 
one, you get your booster, you 
get whatever shot they tell 
you to get and then you cross 
your fingers and hope for the 
best. And if you choose not to 
do any of those things, then 
don’t bitch that there isn’t 
college basketball, because 
youre part of the reason. 

“T also think we’re in a 
different place that if two or 
three kids, a coach or some- 
body [gets COVID], we can 
isolate them and still play. It’s 
not like where we were where 
you had one positive case in 
the program, the whole thing 
shuts down. So at least we’ve 
made some progress.” 





SCOREBOARD 


BASKETBALL 


EASTERN 

ATLANTIC W L PCT’ GB 
Brooklyn 21 9 .700 — 
Philadelphia 16 15 516 5% 
Boston 15 16 .484 6% 
Toronto 14 15 .483 6% 
New York 14 17 .452 7% 
SOUTHEAST W L PCT’ GB 
Miami 19 13 .594 — 
Washington 16 15 .516 2% 
Charlotte 16 17 .485 3% 
Atlanta 14 15 .483 3% 
Orlando 6 25 .194 12% 
CENTRAL W L PCT’ GB 
Chicago 19 10 .655 — 
Cleveland 19 12 .613 1 
Milwaukee 19 13 .594 1% 
Indiana 13 19 .406 7% 
Detroit 5 25 .167 14% 
WESTERN 

SOUTHWEST Ww L PCT’ GB 
Memphis 19 13 .594 — 
Dallas 15 15 .500 3 
San Antonio 12 18 .400 6 
New Orleans 11 21 = .344 8 
Houston 10 21 .323 8% 
NORTHWEST W L PCT’ GB 
Utah 21 9 .700 — 
Denver 15 14 .517 5% 
Minnesota 15 16 .484 6% 
Portland 13 19 .406 9 
Oklahoma City 10 19 .345 10% 
PACIFIC W L PCT’ GB 
Phoenix 25 5. .833 — 
Golden State 25 6 .806 WY 
L.A. Clippers 16 15 .516 9% 
L.A. Lakers 16 16 .500 10 
Sacramento 13 19 .406 13 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 


Cleveland at Boston, late 
Orlando at Atlanta, late 

Denver at Oklahoma City, late 
Houston at Milwaukee, late 
Toronto at Chicago, late 

L.A. Clippers at Sacramento, late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Atlanta at Philadelphia, 7p.m. 
Houston at Indiana, 7p.m. 

New Orleans at Orlando, 7p.m. 
Detroit at Miami, 7:30p.m. 
Washington at New York, 7:30p.m. 
Milwaukee at Dallas, 8:30p.m. 
Charlotte at Denver, 9p.m. 
Minnesota at Utah, 9p.m. 
Oklahoma City at Phoenix, 9p.m. 
Brooklyn at Portland, 10p.m. 
Memphis at Golden State, 10p.m. 
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, 10:30p.m. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

New York 105, Detroit 91 
Miami 125, Indiana 96 

New Orleans 111, Portland 97 
Dallas 114, Minnesota 102 
Phoenix 108, L.A. Lakers 90 
Washington at Brooklyn, ppd 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. Baylor (11-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Northwestern State, Tuesday. 

2. Duke (10-1) vs. Virginia Tech. Next: 
vs. Clemson, Wednesday. 

3. Purdue (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Nicholls, Wednesday. 

4. Gonzaga (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
N. Alabama, Tuesday. 

5. UCLA (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. #6 
Arizona, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

6. Arizona (11-1) lost to #19 Tennessee 
77-73. Next: at #5 UCLA, Dec. 30. 

7. Kansas (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Harvard, Wednesday. 

8. Southern Cal (12-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Arizona St., Thursday, Dec. 30. 
9. lowa State (12-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. #1 Baylor, Saturday, Jan. 1. 

10. Alabama (9-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
#19 Tennessee, Wednesday. 

11. Michigan St. (10-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. High Point, Wednesday. 

12. Auburn (11-1) beat Murray St. 
71-58. Next: vs. #17 LSU, Wednesday. 
13. Houston (10-2) vs. Texas St. Next: 
vs. Cincinnati, Tuesday. 

14. Ohio State (8-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. New Orleans, Tuesday. 

15. Seton Hall (9-2) did not play. Next: 
at #22 Providence, Wednesday. 

16. Texas (9-2) beat Alabama St. 68-48. 
Next: vs. Incarnate Word, Tuesday. 

17. LSU (11-0) vs. Lipscomb. Next: at 
#12 Auburn, Wednesday. 

18. Xavier (11-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
UConn, Tuesday. 

19. Tennessee (9-2) beat #6 Arizona 
77-73. Next: at #10 Alabama, Wed. 

20. Kentucky (9-2) beat W. Kentucky 
95-60. Next: vs. Missouri, Wednesday. 
21. Colorado St. (10-0) did not play. 
Next: at New Mexico, Tuesday. 

22. Providence (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. #15 Seton Hall, Wednesday. 
23. Villanova (8-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Temple, Wednesday. 

24. Wisconsin (9-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Illinois St., Wednesday. 

25. Texas Tech (9-2) beat E. Wash. 
78-46. Next: vs. Alabama St., Tuesday. 


WEDNESDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Hartford 78, Sacred Heart 71 

Marist 68, Bethune-Cookman 45 
Robert Morris 75, St. Francis (Pa.) 67 
Temple 85, Delaware St. 48 

Towson 69, Navy 52 

Vermont 78, Colgate 68 

West Virginia 82, Youngstown St. 52 
SOUTH 

Auburn 71, Murray St. 58 

Charlotte 98, W. Carolina 82 
Davidson 106, Johnson & Wales (NC) 64 
Florida 87, Stony Brook 62 
Kentucky 95, W. Kentucky 60 
Louisiana Tech 99, Crowley’s Ridge 56 
Richmond 81, Bucknell 50 

South Carolina 105, Army 75 
Stetson 97, Piedmont 53 

Trinity (FL) 88, Calvin 71 

Troy 69, Mercer 65 

UCF 75, North Alabama 64 
UNC-Wilmington 65, Campbell 58 
MIDWEST 

Asbury 80, Blackburn 78 

Coe 77, Millikin 73 

Drake 87, Chicago St. 50 

Liberty 76, N. lowa 74 

Minnesota 72, Green Bay 56 

North Central College 88, Olivet 70 
Notre Dame 83, Texas A&M-CC 73 
Valparaiso 88, William & Mary 66 
Wichita St. 102, Prairie View 66 
SOUTHWEST 

Texas 68, Alabama St. 48 

Texas Tech 78, E. Washington 46 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. South Carolina (12-0) did not play. 
Next: at Missouri, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

2. Stanford (8-3) did not play. Next: at 
Washington, Friday, Dec. 31. 

3. Louisville (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Boston College, Thursday, Dec. 30. 
4. Arizona (10-0) did not play. Next: at 
Southern Cal, Friday, Dec. 31. 

5. NC State (11-2) did not play. Next: at 
Clemson, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

6. Maryland (10-3) did not play. Next: at 
Illinois, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

7. Tennessee (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Chattanooga, Monday. 

8. Indiana (9-2) did not play. Next: vs. S. 
Illinois, Thursday. 

9. Michigan (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. #24 Ohio St., Friday, Dec. 31. 

10. Baylor (9-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Houston Baptist, Wednesday. 

11. UConn (6-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Marquette, Wednesday. 

12. Texas (9-1) beat Princeton 70-53. 
Next: vs. Alcorn St., Wednesday. 

13. Georgia (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. #21 LSU, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

13. lowa St. (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Sunday, Jan. 2. 

15. lowa (6-3) did not play. Next: at 
Penn St., Thursday, Dec. 30. 

16. Duke (10-1) did not play. Next: at 
Virginia Tech, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

17. Georgia Tech (10-2) did not play. 
Next: at Pittsburgh, Thursday, Dec. 30. 
18. South Florida (9-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Jacksonville, Wednesday. 

19. BYU (10-1) did not play. Next: at San 
Diego, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

20. Notre Dame (10-2) at DePaul. Next: 
at Virginia, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

21. LSU (11-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Samford, Monday. 

22. Kentucky (7-3) did not play. Next: at 
Auburn, Thursday, Dec. 30. 

23. Texas A&M (10-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Thursday, Dec. 30. 
24. Ohio St. (9-2) did not play. Next: at 
#9 Michigan, Friday, Dec. 31. 

25. North Carolina (11-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Syracuse, Thursday, Dec. 30. 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
NewEngland 9 5 0. .643 367 227 
Buffalo 8 6 0. .571 394 243 
Miami 7 7 +O .500 285 312 
e-N.Y. Jets 3 11 O .214 250 428 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Tennessee 9 5 0 .643 337 309 
Indianapolis 8 6 0 .571 398 300 
e-Houston 3 11 O .214 207 372 
e-Jacksonville 2 12 0 .143 196 370 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Baltimore 8 6 0O. .571 334 315 
Cincinnati 8 6 0. .571 369 303 
Pittsburgh 7 6 1. .536 291 335 
Cleveland 7 7 O- .500 292 305 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
Kansas City 10 4 0 .714 385 296 
L.A.Chargers 8 6 0 .571 379 370 
Denver 7 7 O- .500 285 243 
Las Vegas 7 7 O- .500 299 374 
y-clinched division 

THURSDAY’S GAME 

San Francisco at Tennessee, 8:20p.m. 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 


Cleveland at Green Bay, 4:30p.m. 


Indianapolis at Arizo 
SUNDAY’S GAMES 
Baltimore at Cincinn 


na, 8:15p.m. 


ati, 1p.m. 


Buffalo at New England, 1p.m. 
Detroit at Atlanta, 1p.m. 
Jacksonville at N.Y. Jets, 1p.m. 


L.A. Chargers at Hou 


ston, 1p.m. 


L.A. Rams at Minnesota, 1p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia, 1p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 1p.m. 


Chicago at Seattle, 4 


:05p.m. 


Denver at Las Vegas, 4:25p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Kansas City, 4:25p.m. 
Washington at Dallas, 8:20p.m. 


MONDAY’S GAME 


Miami at New Orleans, 8:15p.m. 


Pittsburgh 30 17 
Columbus 28 14 
Philadelphia 29 12 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Tampa Bay 3020 64 44 98 80 
Toronto 30 20 82 42 98 76 
Florida 29 18 7 4 40 104 87 
Detroit 311513 3 33 88 104 
Boston 26 1410 2 30 71 69 
Buffalo 30 10 15 5 25 82 104 
Ottawa 28 917 2 20 79 101 
Montreal 31 7213 17 267 109 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 29 21 71 43 95 62 
Washington 3118 6/7 43 108 81 
N.Y.Rangers 30 19 7 4 42 86 77 

5 

1 

5 

5 

6 


New Jersey 30 10 15 25 82 105 
N.Y. Islanders 26 8 12 22 Sf 77 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Minnesota 3019 92 40 112 92 
Nashville 30 19 10 1 39 89 79 
St. Louis 3117 95 39 106 85 
Colorado 2717 82 36 115 91 
Winnipeg 30 1411 5 33 90 87 
Dallas 29 1512 2 32 82 85 
Chicago 30 1115 4 26 72 97 
Arizona 29 6212 14 56 109 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Vegas 32 20 12 0 40 114 98 
Anaheim 32 17 96 40 103 89 
Calgary 28 15 76 36 87 62 
Edmonton 29 18 11 0 36 101 90 
LosAngeles 30 14115 33 80 79 
San Jose 30 15141 31 78 85 
Vancouver 311415 2 30 81 90 
Seattle 30 10 17 3 23 84 108 


WEDNESDAY POSTPONED GAMES 
Colorado at Buffalo Mon. at N.Y. Rangers 
Winnipeg at Dallas Edmonton at L.A. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 


Tampa Bay 4, Vegas 3 


Postponed games 
New Jersey at Pit. 
Wash. at Phila. 

Florida at Chicago 
Arizona at Seattle 


Carolina at Boston 
StL. at Ottawa 
Winnipeg at Nas. 
Ana. at Calgary 
Van. at San Jose 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL THURSDAY 


FAVORITE LIN 
at Weber State 1 
at St. John’s (NY) 6 


NBA 

FAVORITE LINE 
at Orlando off 

at indiana off 

at Philadelphia off 

at Miami off 

at New York _ off 

at Dallas off 

at Phoenix 14% 
at Utah off 

at Denver off 


at Golden State 6 
atLALakers off 


E UNDERDOG 
Fresno State 

Butler 
THURSDAY 

O/U UNDERDOG 
(off) New Orleans 
(off) Houston 
(off) Atlanta 
(off) Detroit 
(off) Washington 
(off) Milwaukee 
(off) Okla. City 
(off) Minnesota 
(off) Charlotte 
(217%) Memphis 


(off) San Antonio 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL THURSDAY 


FAVORITE SP 
Frisco Football Class 
Miami (Ohio) 2% 
Gasparilla Bowl 


Florida 7 
Hawaii Bowl 
Memphis 8 


Camellia Bowl 
Georgia State 6% 
Quick Lane Bowl 
W Michigan 6% 
Military Bowl 
Boston College 3 
Birmingham Bowl 


0/U 
ic 
(54%) North Texas 


UNDERDOG 


(552) UCF 
Friday 

(552) Hawaii 
Saturday 

(50%) ~ Ball State 
Monday 

(57) Nevada 
(51) East Carolina 
Tuesday 

(512) Houston 


(55/2) Air Force 


(5912) Texas Tech 


Auburn 2V2 

SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Louisville Vz 

Liberty Bowl 

Mississippi St. 9 

Holiday Bowl 

NC State v2 


(60) UCLA 


Guaranteed Rate Bowl 


Minnesota 4 
Fenway Bowl 
Virginia v 
Pinstripe Bowl 
Maryland 22 
Cheez-It Bowl 
Clemson WA 
Alamo Bowl 
Oklahoma 42 
Duke’s Mayo Bowl 
North Carolina 9 
Music City Bowl 
Tennessee 4 
Peach Bowl 
Michigan State 2/2 
Las Vegas Bowl 
Wisconsin 7 
Sun Bowl 

Miami 22 
Arizona Bowl 


Boise State 8 


(45/2) West Virginia 
Wednesday 
(70%) SMU 


(55) Virginia Tech 


(442) Clemson 
(612) Oregon 

Thursday, Dec. 30 
(582) South Carolina 
(63) Purdue 
(57) Pittsburgh 
(42) Arizona State 

Fri. Dec. 31 

(59) Wash. St. 


(55%) C.Michigan 


CFP Semifinal Cotton Bowl Classic 


Alabama 132 
CFP Semifinal Orang 
Georgia Tv 
Outback Bowl 
Penn State Pk 
Fiesta Bowl 

Notre Dame 2 
Citrus Bowl 
Kentucky 22 
Rose Bowl 

Ohio State 6 
Sugar Bowl 

Baylor i) 
Texas Bowl 

LSU i] 
NFL WEEK 16 
FAVORITE SP 
San Francisco 3% 
atGreenBay 7% 
at Arizona 2 
at Cincinnati 2% 
LA Rams 

at Atlanta 6 
Tampa Bay 10% 
LAChargers 10 
at New England 2% 
at NY Jets 1 
at Philadelphia 10 
at Seattle 6% 
at Kansas City 7% 
at Las Vegas 1 
at Dallas 10% 
at New Orleans 3 


(58¥2) Cincinnati 

e Bowl 

(4412) Michigan 
Saturday, Jan. 1 


(4712) Arkansas 
(45’2)Oklahoma St. 


(4412) lowa 


(66) Utah 
(55) — Mississippi 

Tuesday, Jan. 4 
(47) Kansas State 


THURSDAY 

O/U UNDERDOG 
(44) at Tennessee 
SATURDAY 

(44%) Cleveland 
(492) Indianapolis 
SUNDAY 

(44%) Baltimore 
(4912) at Minnesota 
(4212) Detroit 
(44) at Carolina 
(45%) atHouston 
(4312) Buffalo 
(41%) Jacksonville 
(40%) NY Giants 
(4312) Chicago 
(44) Pittsburgh 
(412) Denver 
(47%) Washington 
MONDAY 


(38) Miami 


For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https:/A4portsbook.fanduel.com/ 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
Dallas 10 4 OO .714 401 293 
Philadelphia 7 7 O- .500 364 308 
Washington 6 8 0 .429 283 351 
N.Y. Giants 4 10 0O .286 238 331 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
TampaBay 10 4 0. .714 410 306 
New Orleans 7 7 0O- .500 313 285 
Atlanta 6 8 0. .429 258 384 
Carolina 5 9 0. .357 271 313 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-GreenBay 11 3 0 .786 359 302 
Minnesota 7 7 +O .500 361 342 
e-Chicago 4 10 0 .286 240 349 
e-Detroit 2 11 1 + .179 243 366 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
Arizona 10 4 0. .714 378 284 
L.A. Rams 10 4 OO .714 386 303 
SanFrancisco 8 6 0 .571 360 314 
Seattle 5 9 0. .357 282 282 
e-Eliminated from playoffs 

PRO BOWL ROSTERS 


Event: Feb. 6 at Allegiant Stadium, 
Las Vegas, 


AFC OFFENSE 

QBs (3): Justin Herbert, LAC*, Patrick 
Mahomes, KC, Lamar Jackson, Bal 
RBs (3): Jonathan Taylor, Ind*, Nick 
Chubb, Cle, Joe Mixon, Cin 

WRs (4): Tyreek Hill, KC*, Ja’Marr 
Chase, Cin*, Stefon Diggs, Buf, Keenan 
Allen, LAC 

TEs (2): Mark Andrews, Bal*, Travis 
Kelce, KC 

OTs (3): Rashawn Slater, LAC*, Orlando 
Brown, KC*, Dion Dawkins, Buf 

OGs (3): Quenton Nelson, Ind*, Joel 
Bitonio, Cle*, Wyatt Teller, Cle 

C (2): Corey Linsley, LAC*, 

Ryan Kelly, Ind 

FB:Patrick Ricard, Bal 

AFC DEFENSE 

DEs (3): Myles Garrett, Cle*, Maxx 
Crosby, LV*, Trey Hendrickson, Cin 
DLs (3): DeForest Buckner, Ind*, Chris 
Jones, KC*, Cameron Heyward, Pit 
OLBs (3): T.J. Watt, Pit*, Joey Bosa, 
LAC*, Matt Judon, NE 

CBs (4): J.C. Jackson, NE*, Xavien 
Howard, Mia*, Denzel Ward, Cle, Kenny 
Moore Il, Ind 

FS: Kevin Byard, Ten* 

SS (2): Derwin James, LAC*, Tyrann 
Mathieu, KC, 

AFC SPECIAL TEAMS 

LS: Luke Rhodes, Ind* 

P: A.J. Cole, LV* PK: Justin Tucker, Bal 
RS: Devin Duvernay, Bal 

ST: Matthew Slater, NE 


NFC OFFENSE 

QBs (3): Aaron Rodgers, GB*, Tom 
Brady, TB, Kyler Murray, Ari 

RBs (3): Dalvin Cook, Min*, James 
Conner, Ari, Alvin Kamara, NO 

WRs (4): Cooper Kupp, Rams*, Davante 
Adams, GB*, Justin Jefferson, Min, 
Deebo Samuel, SF. 

TEs (2): George Kittle, SF*, 

Kyle Pitts, Atl 

OTs (3): Trent Williams, SF*, Tristan 
Wirfts, TB*, Tyron Smith, Dal 

OGs (3): Zack Martin, Dal*, Brandon 
Scherff, Was*, Ali Marpet, TB 

C (2): Jason Kelce, Phi*, Ryan Jensen, TB. 
FB: Kyle Juszczyk, SF* 

NFC DEFENSE 

DEs (3): Nick Bosa, SF*, Brian Burns, 
Car*, Cameron Jordan, NO. 

DLs (3): Aaron Donald, Rams*, Jona- 
than Allen, Was*, Kenny Clark, GB 
OLBs (3): Chandler Jones, Ari*, Robert 
Quinn, Chi*, Shaquil Barrett, TB 

CBs (4): Trevon Diggs , Dal*, Jalen 
Ramsey, Rams*, Darius Slay, Phi. 
Marshon Lattimore, NO 

FS: Quandre Diggs, Sea*, 

SS (2): Budda Baker, Ari*, Harrison 
Smith, Min. 

NFC SPECIAL TEAMS 

LS: Josh Harris, Atl* 

P; Bryan Anger, Dal* PK: Matt Gay, Rams* 
RS: Jakeem Grant, Chi* 

ST: J.T. Gray, NO* 

*Denotes starter 


LATE TUESDAY: 

PHILADELPHIA 27, WASHINGTON 17 
Washington 10 0 0 7 — 17 
Philadelphia 0 10 10 7 — 27 
First Quarter 

Was: Gibson 1 run (B.Johnson kick), 8:15. 
Was: FG B.Johnson 22, 2:47. 

Second Quarter 

Phi: FG Elliott 20, 8:07. 

Phi: Hurts 1run (Elliott kick), 1:29. 

Third Quarter 

Phi: Hurts 1run (Elliott kick), 12:26. 

Phi: FG Elliott 37, :18. 

Fourth Quarter 

Was: Patterson 1 run (B.Johnson kick), 11:44. 
Phi: Ward 19pass from Hurts (Elliott 
kick), 7:46. 


TEAM STATS WAS PHI 
First downs 14 23 
Total net yards 237 519 
Rushes-yards 21-63 41-238 
Passing 174 281 
Punt returns 0-0 3-22 
Kickoff returns 2-67 3-71 
Interceptions ret. 1-0 0-0 
Comp-att-int 20-31-0 20-26-1 
Sacked-yards lost 2-20 3-15 
Punts -48.0 2-37.5 
Fumbles-lost 2-0 2-1 
Penalties-yards 2-25 4-48 
Time of possession 24:43 35:17 


RUSHING: Washington, Gibson 15-26, 
Patterson 4-20, Carter 1-12, Williams 
1-5. Philadelphia, Sanders 18-131, 
Howard 15-69, Hurts 8-38. 

PASSING: Washington, Gilbert 20-31-0- 
194. Philadelphia, Hurts 20-26-1-296. 
RECEIVING: Washington, Gibson 6-39, 
Seals-Jones 4-29, Humphries 3-23, McLau- 
rin 2-51, Carter 2-12, Bates 1-29, Sims 1-13, 
Milne 1-(-2). Philadelphia, Goedert 7-135, 
Reagor 3-57, Smith 3-40, Ward 2-28, Sand- 
ers 2-15, Watkins 2-14, Stoll 1-7. 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
SUNDAY’S MATCHES 

Liverpool vs. Leeds, 7:30a.m. 
Wolverhampton vs. Watford, 7:30a.m. 
Burnley vs. Everton, 10a.m. 

Man City vs. Leicester, 10a.m. 
Norwich vs. Arsenal, 10a.m. 
Tottenham vs. Crystal Palace, 10a.m. 
West Ham vs. Southampton, 10a.m. 
Aston Villa vs. Chelsea, 12:30p.m. 
Brighton vs. Brentford, 3p.m. 


ele] HH cj =i oloug-7.\ EE 


UPCOMING BOWLS 
WEDNESDAY’S RESULT 

Armed Forces Bowl, Fort Worth, Texas 
Missouri (6-6) vs. Army (8-3), late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Frisco Football Classic, Frisco, Texas 
Miami (7-5) vs. N. Texas (6-6), 3:30p.m. 
Gasparilla Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 

UCF (8-4) vs. Florida (6-6), 7p.m. 


FRIDAY’S GAME 
Hawaii Bowl, Honolulu 
Memphis (6-6) vs. Hawaii (6-7), 8p.m. 


SATURDAY’S GAME 
Camellia Bowl, Montgomery, Ala. 
Ball State (6-6) vs. Ga. St. (7-5), 2:30 p.m. 


MONDAY, DEC. 27 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Nevada (8-4) vs. W. Mich. (7-5), 1la.m. 
Military Bowl, Annapolis, Md. 

Bos Coll. (6-6) vs. E. Carolina (7-5), 2:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 28 

Birmingham Bowl, Birmingham, Ala. 
#21 Houston (11-2) vs. Auburn (6-6), noon 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl, Dallas 
Air Force (9-3) vs. Louisville (6-6), 3:15 p.m. 
Liberty Bowl, Memphis, Tenn. 

Miss St. (7-5) vs. TX Tech (6-6), 6:45p.m. 
Holiday Bowl, San Diego 

UCLA (8-4) vs. NC State (9-3), 8p.m. 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl, Phoenix 
Minnesota (8-4) vs. W. Va (6-6), 10:15 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29 

Fenway Bowl, Boston 

Virginia (6-6) vs. SMU (8-4), 11a.m. 
Pinstripe Bowl, New York City 

Va. Tech (6-6) vs. Maryland (6-6), 2:15 p.m. 
Cheez-It Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 

#19 Clemson (9-3) vs. lowa St. (7-5), 5:45 p.m. 
Alamo Bowl, San Antonio 

#14 Okla. (10-2) vs. #15 Oregon (10-3), 9:15 a.m. 
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Aaron Rodgers’ Packers are the only team so far to claim an NFL playoff berth. The Packers 
secured the NFC North title Sunday with a 31-30 road win over the Ravens. JULIO CORTEZ/AP 


NFL INSIDE THE NUMBERS 


’s happy hunting 
for playoff berths 


Record 27 teams still have 
chance to make postseason 


By Josh Dubow 


Associated Press 


While no team has clinched a postseason 
spot in the jam-packed AFC, there never 
have been more teams alive in the playoff 
hunt this late in a season. 

Only the Bears, Lions, Jaguars, Texans 
and Jets have been eliminated so far, with 
27 teams still with at least a sliver of a post- 
season chance, tied for the most ever with 
three weeks left in the season. 

The only other times that has happened 
came in 2004, 1995 and in 1982, when 
16 teams made the playoffs in a strike-short- 
ened, nine-game season. 

The only team that has clinched a spot is 
the Packers, who won their third straight 
NFC North title after beating the Ravens 
on Sunday. 

No team has clinched in the AFC, mark- 
ing just the sixth time since the eight-divi- 
sion format started in 2002 that no team in 
a conference had clinched a playoff berth 
with three weeks left in the season. 

It last happened in the AFC in 2016. It 
also happened in the AFC in 2002, the NFC 
in 2010 and both conferences in 2014. 


Rare shutouts 


Tom Brady had a rare shutout loss this 
week with a 9-0 defeat to the Saints, mark- 
ing the first time his team had been held 
scoreless since Dec. 10, 2006, when the 
Patriots visited the Dolphins. 

Brady had gone 255 straight starts in the 
regular season and playoffs without being 
shut out, the second-longest streak ever for 
a QB behind Drew Brees, who was never 
shut out in 304 career starts. 

It also was the first time in Brady’s career 
that he was shut out at home. 

Ben Roethlisberger has the longest 
active streak without being shut out for 
any current QB, with the Steelers scoring 
in his last 225 games in the regular season 
and playofts. 

Brady’s old team, the Patriots, were held 
scoreless in the first half in their loss to the 


IN BRIEF 


Colts on Saturday night for the first time 
since Oct. 2, 2016, against the AFC East-ri- 
val Bills, when Jacoby Brissett started in 
the final game of Brady’s suspension for 
“Deflategate.” 

The Patriots had gone 99 straight games 
in the regular season and playoffs without 
being shut out in the first half, the longest 
streak in the NFL since at least 1991. 

They also held the previous record of 
82 straight games from 2006-11. 


Power rankings 

The Associated Press Pro32 NFL Power 
Rankings, as voted by a 12-member panel, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Tuesday, total points 

based on 32 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 32nd-place vote, and 
previous ranking: 


Rank, team WLT Pts Pv 
1.Green Bay Packers (12) 11 3 O 384 1 
2. Kansas City Chiefs 104 0 372 4 
3. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 10 4 0 346 2 
4.Los Angeles Rams 104 0 343 6 
5. Dallas Cowboys 1004 0 337 7 
6.NewEnglandPatriots 9 5 0 330 3 
7. Arizona Cardinals 1004 0 313 #5 
8. Indianapolis Colts 8 6 0 295 12 
9. Tennessee Titans 9 50 278 8 
10. Buffalo Bills 8 60 270 TI 
11.Los Angeles Chargers 8 6 0 269 9 
12.SanFrancisco49ers 8 60 254 13 
13. Cincinnati Bengals 8 60 253 14 
14. Baltimore Ravens 8 60 233 10 
15. Pittsburgh Steelers 7 61 194 16 
16. Minnesota Vikings ~ 70 189 19 
17. Miami Dolphins 7 7 0 187 20 
18. New Orleans Saints 7 70 179 23 
19. Cleveland Browns 7 70 177 15 
20.PhiladelohiaEagles 7 7 O 160 20 
21.Las Vegas Raiders 7 70 150 24 
22. Denver Broncos 7 70 144 =#=T7 
23. Washington 6 8 O 126 18 
24. Atlanta Falcons 6 80 Il 22 
25. Seattle Seahawks 5 90 99 25 
26. Carolina Panthers 5 90 78 26 
2/7. Chicago Bears 4 100 66 27 
28. New York Giants 4 100 64 28 
29. Detroit Lions 211 53 30 
30. New York Jets 3 110 36 29 
31. Houston Texans 3 10 34 #31 
32.JacksonvilleJaguars 2 120 12 32 


Report: NFL considered cancellations 


News services 


With a surge of COVID-19 cases threaten- 
ing to disrupt the NFL season last week, the 
league discussed canceling games for the 
first time since the pandemic began. 

In talks with the NFL Players Association, 
canceling games involving Washington, 
the Browns and the Rams was considered 
because of coronavirus outbreaks on each 
team. Instead, the games were moved from 
the weekend to Monday and Tuesday. 

NFLPA President JC Tretter, a center 
for the Browns, said the league wanted to 
cancel those games — players wouldn’t have 
been paid in that scenario, according to the 
league’s COVID-19 protocols agreement 
with the union last season. But two player 
reps told The AP canceling the games was 
never the No. 1 plan. 

NFL spokesman Brian McCarthy told 
the AP on Wednesday: “Our goal has been 
to play the season as scheduled in a safe, 
responsible way.” 

Tretter stressed the union’s opposition to 
any cancellations. 

“So, the NFL’s position was that those 
games were going to be canceled,” Tretter 
said Wednesday. “They weren’t going to 
be played, and if they weren’t played then 
nobody on either team was going to be paid. 
That’s obviously an issue for us as a union.” 

Tretter said the union’s executive 
committee voted unanimously “that our 
position needed to be that games need to 
be rescheduled and not canceled and we 
pushed the league to that resolution.” 


Colleges: The ACC is changing its resched- 
uling policy to avoid assigning forfeits for 
teams unable to play due to COVID-19 
protocols. The decision comes amid the 


rise in COVID cases and the increase in 
cancellations and postponements of basket- 
ball games nationally. Games that can’t be 
played will be rescheduled if possible. If 
those games can’t be rescheduled, they 
will be considered a no-contest that doesn’t 
affect a team’s record. The change is retro- 
active to the beginning of the winter sports 
schedule, meaning it will remove recent 
forfeits. The Big 12 recently adjusted its 
policy as well, while other conferences 
reportedly are considering changes. 


NBA: Mavericks All-Star G Luka Doncic 
entered the league’s health and safety 
protocols, adding his name to the list of 
top players who might be sidelined for 
games on Christmas because of corona- 
virus-related concerns. That news came 
not long after the NBA called off the next 
game for both the Raptors and the Nets 
due to COVID issues. Neither team had the 
minimum eight players necessary to start 
a contest. ... The COVID-depleted Celtics 
signed 40-year-old swingman Joe John- 
son to a 10-day contract. Johnson started 
his NBA career with the Celtics when he 
was drafted 10th overall in 2001. The seven- 
time All-Star played 1,276 regular-season 
games with seven teams through the 2017- 
18 season, averaging 16.0 points. 


NHL: The Flames pulled out of a deal with 
the city of Calgary for a new arena because 
of increased costs. The city and the Flames 
agreed on an arena deal over two years ago 
with the initial estimate of $550 million split 
between the two. The estimate has risen to 
$634 million according to the Flames, with 
the team paying for more of it than the city 
and taking on the risk of rising costs in the 
future. 
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WEATHER 
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SUNRISE NOON SUNSET 


HIGH 
34 
LOW 


24° 


Mostly sunny, 
breezy and colder. 
Northwest wind 
at 10 to 15 mph. 
Chance for light 
snow or snow 
showers at night. 
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SUNRISE NOON 


Chance for early 
snow showers, 
partly sunny and 
seasonable. Light 
snow or a wintry 
mix is possible 
after midnight. 


YOURCAS : | Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. 
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Chance for a 
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rain showers in 
Low the morning, 
28 © mostly cloudy, PM 
rain showers are 
possible. 
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CB CB CF 


Partly sunny 

and seasonable, 
chance for a snow 
tow. Or rain shower. 


Provincetown 
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tow shower. 
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MONDAY 


65 A 


SUNRISE NOON 


HIGH Mostly cloudy 
and chilly, chance 
for a snow or rain 
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OUTLOOK 


There are several chances for snow between Thursday and Christmas, 


but the big question is will it be enough for a white Christmas? There are 
some issues with it happening. First, temperatures during the daytime will 
be near 40 degrees on Friday, so while some snow will fall Thursday night 
into Friday morning how much of it will melt during Friday? Then a second 








































































, Enfield bROVIDENCE- MASSACHUSETTS \ chance for snow during the predawn hours and Christmas morning may 
oe 2072) 34/22 m 
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Waterbury 3 
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Dela ease Baltimore 44 27PC_ Nashville 59 45 S_ San Juan 86 74PC Budapest 35 29 C ae es ee 
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Caribou 15 -3 s Bolse 42 36SH NewYork 3932 S Wopip Cairo 67 51 C Milan 44 34PC Vancouver 4033SH 80 
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Atlantic City 43 25 S KEY:S Sunny, C Cloudy, PC Partly Cloudy, R Rain, SH Showers, SN Snow, SF Snow Flurries, TT-storms Singapore 89 76SH Dew point 28 ati2p.m. 16 at/p.m. 
TUESDAY’S LATE 1-0-2, Brody Belanger 1-1-3, Dylan SMSA (1-2): Mia Candelario 0-0-0, Bonu TUESDAY’S LATE ISLANDERS 6 WOLF PACK 5 (SO) 
Desautels 2-0-4, Danny Meikle 2-0-4, Marifjonova 1-1-3, Aiyana Brown 1-0-2, | 
HIGH SCHOOL Joey Johnson 10-7-28. Totals 21-12-57. Charis Krevalin 1-0-2, Ashley Pereyra COLLEGE RESULT 
COVENTRY (1-1): Aiden Jaemel 5-0-13, 1-0-2. Totals 4-1-9. 5 
RESULTS Ryan Sandahl 3-0-9, AJ Rooks 3-0-8, P47 1010 4— 41 
Vinnie orice 1-0°2.Joe Peszino 12-4, PU i ae: eee O ACK §S eC 
Wyatt Wendry 3-2-9, Nate Cordner _ ; 
a comias MANCHESTER38 22777 Gtant Covell 1-0-2. Totals 20-4-54. WEDNESDAY’S 
EAST HARTFORD (3-0): KaylaHenry WT $21 15 13— 57 COLLEGE RESULTS to shootout loss 
3-3-10, Victoria Silva-Soto 2-0-5, Shai- C 20 10 8 16— 54 MEN’S BASKETBALL 
lyn Pinkney 7-0-15, Nia Eden 3-0-7, CCC-North 


Savannah Morgan 2-1-5, Elizabeth 
Kalugira 3-0-6. Totals 20-4-48. 
MANCHESTER (0-3): Sanai Worrell 
1-0-2, Kyla Haataja 0-1-1, Tiara Tyson 
4-6-14, Elise Ryan 4-0-12, Olivia West- 
fort 4-1-9. Totals 13-8-38. 


EH 8 15 16 9— 48 
M 6 6 12 14-— 38 
CCC-West 


GLASTONBURY 51, CONARD 36 
CONARD (1-2): Callie Cosgrove 7-10-25, 
Tay Harrison 1-3-5, Sophia Lynch 1-0-2, 
Courtney McPhee 1-0-2, Clara Gaglioti 
1-0-2. Totals 11-13-36. 

GLASTONBURY (3-1): Sydney Kehl 
1-1-3, Kiley Feeney 2-1-5, Justin Ross 
1-0-2, Skylar Fiske 3-2-8, Gisel Astiasa- 
ran 11-0-22, Madison Handrahan 3-1-7, 
Lily Woodworth 0-1-1, Hailey Moriarty 
1-0-3. Totals 22-6-51. 

NCCC 

CANTON 39, ROCKVILLE 30 

ROCKVILLE (0-3): Sara Stone 3-1-7, 
Caitlin Chatterton 5-0-10, Chloe Keene 
2-1-6, Jaidan Torres 1-0-2, Lioma Whee- 
lock 2-1-5, Kennedy Gioarakis 0-0-0. 
Totals 13-3-30. 

CANTON (1-3): Jenna Cuniowski 8-1-17, 
Sophia Mates 6-4-16, Ashelyn Cebollero 
1-0-2, Julia Lau 0-0-0, Madisyn Reardon 
2-0-4. Totals 17-5-39. 


R 9 5 9 7- 30 
Cc 815 412- 39 


Note: Mates had a double-double with 
13rebounds, 4blocks and Cuniowski 
had 7rebounds, 3assists. 

Shoreline 

VALLEY REGIONAL 41, EAST HAMPTON 
28 

EAST HAMPTON (3-1): Amber Murphy 
0-0-0, Olivia DeMartino 0-2-2, Liana 
Salamore 3-13-19, Delaney Russell 
0-1-1, Jackie Russell 2-2-6. Totals 
5-18-28. 

VALLEY REGIONAL (3-0): Ava Cunning- 
ham 0-0-0, Abby Bradbury 8-1-19, Liz 
Allen 2-1-6, Olivia Cunningham 4-0-9, 
Lily Grow 3-1-7. Totals 17-3-41. 


EH 5 7 9 7-— 28 
VR 11 13 11 6— 41 
WRESTLING 

NCCC 


SOMERS 36, SUFFIELD/WINDSOR 
LOCKS 25 

SCC 

XAVIER 73, NOTRE DAME-WEST HAVEN 


6 
WEDNESDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL RESULTS 


>to) 6-9 =7.¥-) 4-35-71 8B 


NCCC 

WINDSOR LOCKS 54, SUFFIELD 46 
SUFFIELD (1-2): Josh Woodbury 2-0-5, 
Ryan Levis 6-1-13, Mike Coggins 2-2-6, 
Nick Sattan 6-1-13, Jack Pixton 4-0-9. 
Totals 20-4-46. 

WINDSOR LOCKS (1-0): Aidan Walker 
1-3-5, Malike Alassani 1-3-5, Jaydon 
Buckle 10-2-25, Elijah Huggins 0-2-2, 
Jamari Murrell 3-0-7, Jaheime Thomas 
2-3-8, Chris Vega 1-0-2. Totals 18-13-54. 


s 10 15 146 5— 46 
WL 13 11 11 19— 54 


Shoreline 
EAST HAMPTON 49, VALLEY REGIONAL 
47 


CRAL 

HMTCA 78, CIVIC LEADERSHIP 31 

SCC 

CHESHIRE AT CAREER, PPD. 

Others 

WINDHAM TECH 57, COVENTRY 54 
WINDHAM TECH (4-0): Dezmen Gaston 
3-0-8, Alex Johnson 2-4-8, Trey Lindsey 


UNIVERSITY 61, GRASSO TECH 44 
AMISTAD AT INNOVATION, PPD. 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


Shoreline 

OLD LYME 51, PORTLAND 34 

CTC 

WOLCOTT TECH 55, GOODWIN TECH 27 
WOLCOTT TECH (2-2): Olivia Steeves 
1-0-2, Yennifer Sarmiento 7-0-14, Juli- 
ana Minard 1-0-2, Kylee Bryawx 4-0-8, 
Sierra Doyle 3-1-7, Abigail Williams 
10-0-20, Emily Blanchard 1-0-2. Totals 
27-1-55. 

GOODWIN TECH (2-1): Mariela Carte- 
gena 2-0-4, Tomoya Bennett 1-2-4, 
Ericka Aponte 1-0-2, Megan Lukasze- 
wski 3-0-6, Avalise Hernandez 2-0-6, 
Dezarya Trusty 1-2-5. Totals 10-4-27. 


WT 11 10 22 12— 55 
GT 211 5 9=— 27 


CHENEY TECH 28, WHITNEY TECH 18 
WHITNEY TECH (0-4): Azariyha Barnhill 
3-0-6, Mina Lyons 1-0-2, Kamia Nonossi 
2-1-6, Franny Vargas 2-0-4. Totals 
8-1-18. 

CHENEY TECH (1-3): LaJoy Edwards 
3-1-7, Yosenia Mayorga 1-0-2, Hayley 
Pierce 1-0-2, Tahira Jilu 3-1-7, Millie 
Sutherland 2-3-7, Adrienne Henry 1-1-3. 


WT 464 4- 18 
CT 3 6 3 14-— 28 


Of note: Edwards had 5assists and 
Sutherland had 6blocks. 


CRAL 

ACHIEVEMENT FIRST 31, INNOVATION 
28 

INNOVATION (0-3): Te’ijah Roberts 
6-4-16, Karina Falcon 4-1-9, Kaylah 
Forde 1-0-2, Tamara Lopez 0-1-1. Totals 
11-6-28. 

ACHIEVEMENT FIRST (1-2): De’Asiah 
Jones 5-3-16, Arya Grace-Pearson 
4-3-11, Harmonee Griffen 2-0-4. Totals 
9-6-31. 


I 6 9 8 5— 28 
AF 2 711 11- 31 


CIVIC LEADERSHIP AT CAPITAL PREP, 
PPD. 
AEROSPACE AT PARISH HILL, PPD. 


Others 

WEAVER 34, HMTCA 23 

WEAVER (3-1): Jasmine Cardona 4-1-9, 
Zariah Thomas 3-0-7, Nyla Young 2-0-6, 
Nicole Linares 2-0-5, Enaijha Gilbert 
2-0-5, Lazaria Lee 1-0-2, Angie Solo- 
mon 1-0-2, Kellisa Facey 1-0-2. Totals 
16-1-38. 

HMTCA (1-2): Nyasia Pitts 8-0-17, 
Michelle Sharp 2-0-4, Deysha Rivera 
1-0-3, Jazlyn Vega 0-3-3. Totals 11-3-27. 


Ww 147 510-— 38 
H 01211 4- 27 


Note: Solomon had 10rebounds and 
Linares had 12steals. 

COVENTRY 56, WINDHAM TECH 42 
COVENTRY (3-1): Anaka Eaton 7-1-15, 
Jenna Hoffman 1-0-2, Natalie Neal 
5-0-10, Charlotte Jordan 9-0-19, Sammy 
Coughlin 1-0-2. Totals 22-1-56. 
WINDHAM TECH (1-2): Alyssa Czymr 
1-0-2, Baylee Miller 5-0-11, Hannah 
Nuhfer 1-0-2, Claudia Koiva 5-2-13, 
Mackenzie Braunstein 1-0-2, Meghan 
Campbell 1-0-3, Grace Smith 2-0-5, 
Caitlin Ferrris 1-0-2. Totals 17-2-42. 


C 15 14 10 16— 56 
WT 812 8 14— 42 


PLATT 41, SMSA 9 

PLATT (2-1): Vianna Alcantara 1-0-2, 
Kamani White 1-0-2, Kaylani Cruz 2-0-5, 
Na’Shyla Preston 1-0-2, Brooke Bell 
1-0-2, Zaria Calloway 1-0-2, Khrystina 
Campbell 3-1-7, Antwanette Tann 
8-3-19. Totals 18-4-41. 


FARMINGTON VALLEY 3, SOUTH 
WINDSOR 2 


CCC-Inter 

WETHERSFIELD 8, EAST CATHOLIC 1 
EC 001-1 
Ww 413-8 


Goals: W—Colby Quinn (3), Will McCar- 
ter, Ryan Mazur, Nate Odell, Jay Socha, 
Clayton Shurdho EC—Kevin 
Kolodziejcyk. Saves: W—Matthew 
Ruck, 24 EC—Mason Cormier, 34. 
Rec.: W—2-1 EC—1-2. Note: Mazur also 
had 3assists. 


GIRLS HOCKEY 


Others 

NEW CANAAN 3, SIMSBURY 1 
AVON CO-OP 6, HAMDEN CO-OP 0 
CONARD/HALL 2, TRUMBULL/ST. 
JOSEPH 1 


WRESTLING 


CCC-Inter 
ROCKY HILL 48, E.0. SMITH 27 


THURSDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL SCHEDULE 


ALL GAMES AT 6:45 P.M. UNLESS 
NOTED 


BOYS BASKETBALL 


CCC-North: Wethersfield at Rocky Hill, 
6:30p.m.; Hartford Public at Windsor; 
Bloomfield at Bulkeley, 7:15p.m. 
CCC-South: Middletown at Bristol 
Central, 5:30p.m.; Bristol Eastern at 
Lewis Mills; Plainville at Platt 
CCC-East: East Hartford at South Wind- 
sor, 4:30p.m.; Tolland at RHAM; E.O. 
Smith at Enfield; Manchester at East 
Catholic 

CCC-West: Hall at Northwest Catholic, 
5:15p.m.; Glastonbury at Farmington; 
Simsbury at Avon; Conard at South- 
ington 

Shoreline: Westbrook at Hale-Ray, 7 
p.m. 

ECC: Wheeler at Windham, 6p.m. 

NVL: Torrington at St. Paul, 7p.m. 
Others: Litchfield at Canton 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


CCC-North: Newington at New Britain, 
1:30p.m.; Windsor at Hartford Public, 
3:45p.m. 

CCC-South: Bristol Central at Middle- 
town, 2p.m.; Berlin at Maloney, 5:15 
p.m.; Platt at Plainville 

CCC-East: East Catholic at Manchester, 
5p.m.; South Windsor at East Hartford, 
5:30p.m.; Enfield at E.O. Smith, 6p.m.; 
RHAM at Tolland 

CCC-West: Avon at Simsbury, 6p.m.; 
Northwest Catholic at Hall; Farmington 
at Glastonbury; Southington at Conard, 
7p.m. 

ECC: NFA at Bacon Academy, 6p.m.; 
Windham at Putnam, 6p.m. 

NVL: St. Paul at Torrington, 5p.m. 
Others: Pomperaug at Cromwell, 7p.m. 


>to) 6-9 foled 4a 


SCC: Hand at Cheshire, 4p.m. 
Others: Ridgefield at Xavier, 3:20p.m. 


WRESTLING 


Others: Rockville Duals, 1p.m. 


TRACK AND FIELD 


Others: USCGA Developmental Meet 2 
(Coast Guard, New London), 1p.m.; Hill- 
house Holiday Invitational (Floyd Little 
AC, New Haven), 3p.m. 


HARTFORD 78, SACRED HEART 71 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


UMASS 86, HARTFORD 40 


THURSDAY’S 
COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Howard at Yale, 2p.m. 
Wagner at Fairfield, 2p.m. 


Atlantic GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Springfeld 2517 7 2 1 33 .660 
Hartford 2213 6 2 1 29 .659 
Providence 2211 7 3 1. 26 .591 
Hershey 2312 8 2 1 27 .587 
Charlotte 27 1411 2 O 30 .556 
W-B/Scranton22 910 1 2 21 .477 
Bridgeport 27 914 1 3 22 .407 
Lehigh Valley 23 611 4 2 18 .391 
North GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Utica 2118 1 2 O 38 .905 
Rochester 2315 8 0 O 30 .652 
Laval 241210 2 O 26 .542 
Cleveland 2410 8 3 3. 26 .542 
Toronto 2110 9 1 #1 22 524 
Belleville 22 1111 O O 22 .500 
Syracuse 21 810 2 1 19 .452 
Central GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Chicago 2620 4 1 #1 42 .808 
Manitoba 2515 9 1 O 31 .620 
Rockford 231110 1 1 24 .522 
lowa 23 1010 2 1 21 .500 
GrandRapids22 910 2 1 21 .477 
Milwaukee 25 1013 2 O 22 .440 
Texas 23 811 3 1 20 .435 
Pacific GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Stockton 2318 2 2 1 39 .848 
Ontario 2114 5 1 1 30.714 
Henderson 2212 7 2 1 27 .614 
Tucson 2110 9 2 O 22 .524 
Abbotsford 2110 9 2 1 23 .523 
Colorado 241010 2 2 24 .500 
Bakersfield 19 7 8 1 3. 18 .474 
SanDiego 22 912 1 O 19 .432 
San Jose 22 912 1 O 19 .432 
TUESDAY’S LATE 
RESULTS 


LEHIGH VALLEY 2, HERSHEY 1 
MILWAUKEE 2, ROCKFORD 0 
SAN JOSE 4, COLORADO 1 


WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS 


BRIDGEPORT AT HARTFORD, LATE 
LEHIGH VALLEY AT HERSHEY, LATE 
MILWAUKEE AT GRAND RAPIDS, LATE 
SAN JOSE AT COLORADO, LATE 
STOCKTON AT SAN DIEGO, LATE 


MONDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 


Grand Rapids at Cleveland, 7p.m. 
Rockford at lowa, 7p.m. 

Hershey at W-B/Scranton, 7p.m. 
Utica at Rochester, 7p.m. 
Ontario at San Diego, 10p.m. 
Bakersfield at San Jose, 10p.m. 


of o] BB = cj 9 -7.0-) qa - 7.) BB 


Big East basketball standings 


MEN’S 

Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
Providence 2-0 1.000 11-1 .917 
Creighton 2-0 1.000 9-3 .750 
St. John’s 1-0 1.000 8-3 .727 
Seton Hall 1-1 ~~ .500 9-1 .900 
Xavier 1-1 .500 11-2 .846 
UConn 1-1 ~.500 10-3 .769 
Villanova 1-1 ~ .500 8-4 .667 
Butler 0-0 .000 7-4 .636 
Georgetown 0-1 .000 6-5 .545 
DePaul 0-2 + .000 9-1 .900 
Marquette 0-2 .000 8-5 .615 


Staff report 


HARTFORD - Mitchell Vande Sompel scored the decid- 
ing goal in the shootout and the Bridgeport Islanders 
defeated the Wolf Pack 6-5 inan AHL Atlantic Division game 
on Wednesday night at the XL Center. 

Hartford, losers of five of its last six games, had rallied with 
a three-goal third period to send the game into overtime. 

Jeff Kubiak scored at 3:31 of the opening period to give 
Bridgeport the early lead. Michael Dal Colle and Grant 
Hutton scored in the second to increase the Islanders’ advan- 
tage to 3-0 before Ty Ronning finally got the Wolf Pack on the 
board. Bridgeport’s Paul Thompson and Hartford’s Austin 
Rueschhoff exchanged goals and the second period ended 
with Bridgeport up 4-2. 

Hunter Skinner then kicked offa three-goal third for Hart- 
ford at 3:59 of the third. Hutton did add his second goal of the 
night before Jonny Brodzinski and Anthony Greco scored 
to force overtime. 


TUESD AY’S L ATE Providence 17. —-7-5-5104-4-2 16 
RESULTS Maine 19 6-12-1124-7-1 16 
UCONN 78, MARQUETTE 70 NewHampshire 19  6-11-2134-8-1 15 
9 Merrimack 20 = 5-14-1154-10-1 15 

VILLANOVA 71, XAVIER 58 Holy Cross 17 3-14-0121-11-0 3 
THURSDAY’S 
SCHEDULE 
Butler at St. John’s, 6:30p.m. FRIDAY, DEC. 31 
a SCHEDULE 
Team CONFCPCT OVR PCT Vermont at Providence, 1p.m. 
DePaul 3-0 1.000 11-2 .846 of Ved "lolol 4h" 
Creighton 3-0 1.000 8-3 .727 
UConn 1-0 1.000 6-3 .667 Standings 
Marquette 2-1 ~«.667 9-3 .750 MEN’S 
Georgetown 1-1 .500 6-4 .600 Team OGP OVRCGP CONF 
St. John’s 1-1 .500 5-6 .455 CPTS 
Seton Hall 1-2 333 6-5 .545 Cornell 11 9-1-1 86-1-1 18 
Providence 1-2. .333 6-6 .500 Quinnipiac 18 14436504 17 
Villanova 0-2 .000 6-5 .545 Harvard 11 G41 8594 ‘17 
ele ie pe ae at Clarkson 19 96-4 84-2-2 16 

a = 3 ; Rensselaer 19 8-9-2 84-40 12 
WEDNESDAY’S St.Lawrence 15 4-7-4 83-3-2 12 
RESULTS oo 3 eee 
BUTLER 75, EVANSVILLE 67 olgate ae 8 
MARQUETTE 60, CINCINNATI 49 Union 17 3-9-3 83-4-1 
NOTRE DAME AT DEPAUL, LATE Princeton 13° 3-91 6240 7 
Wednesday, Dec. 29schedule Dartmouth 10 28-0 7250 7 
Butler at Xavier, 2p.m. Yale 10 3-7-0 82-6-0 5 
Marquette at UConn, 7p.m. 

ele qa a 
COD = TUESDAY, DEC. 28 
Team OGP OVRCGP CONF CPTS Yale at Wisconsin, 7:30 p.m. 
UMassLowell 16 10-3-3118-2-1 25 
UMass 15 9-4-2117-2-2 24 WOMEN’S 
Northeastern 18 13-4-1117-3-1 23 Team OGP OVRCGP CONF 
Providence 21 14-7-01165-0 19  CPTS — 
BostonCollege 16 98-5-3105-3-2 19 Quinnipiac 18 15-1-287-1-0 21 
Boston Univ. 18 6-9-3135-5-3 17 Harvard 12 9-3-0 96-3-0 19 
UConn 14 86-0 95-40 14 Clarkson 20 =15-2-386-1-1 18.5 
Merrimack 16 6-9-1103-7-0 12 Princeton 14. +6-5-3 85-2-1 16.5 
NewHampshire 17 7-9-1113-7-1 9 Yale 14 =10-3-185-2-1 16.5 
Vermont 16 3-11-2102-6-2 8 Colgate 19 14-4-185-2-1 14.5 
Maine 17 211411182 7 — stLawrence 20 7-85 833-2 12 
Tuesday, Dec. 28 schedule ; Rensselaer 19 6-13-0103-7-0 11 
Holiday Face-Off (Milwaukee, Wisc.) Cornell 11 461 834-1 10.5 
Bowling Green vs. Providence, 4 p.m. nartmouth 15 7-80 92-7-0 6 
WOM = #§ Gace 
Team OGPOVR CGPCONF CPTS aon ad oar 
Northeastern 19 16-2-11411-2-1 35 
Boston University 18 ie 15 27 FRID AY, DEC. 31 
UConn 20 = 14-4-2138-3-2 25 
BostonCollege 18 10-801385-0 21 SCHEDULE 
Vermont 18 9-7-2116-4-1 19 Minnesota-Duluth at Harvard, 2p.m. 
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Roasting a duck isn’t 

much harder than 
preparing a chicken, 

and it makes fora 
festive holiday meal. 
RYAN LIEBE/THE NEW 
YORK TIMES 


A perfectly imperfect 
whole duck recipe 


By Melissa Clark 
The New York Times 


ooking duck at home is a clas- 
sic example of when my quest 
for perfection undermines the 
“tasty enough.” 

For years, I strove to create the ideal- 
ized vision of roast duck that I held in my 
head. It had to have crackling, burnished 
skin as crisp as a potato chip, and ruby- 
hued breast meat as rare as steak and 
dripping with schmaltz-glossed juices. 

The best way to come close to this 
was through a technique I learned from 
Ariane Daguin, founder of D’Artagnan, 

a gourmet food purveyor specializing in 
duck. 

First, I’d roast the duck until the breast 
was a rosy 130 degrees. Then, I’d pull the 
steaming bird out of the pan and hold 


Not a morning person? 
This biscuit bake is for you. 


By Shanika Graham-White 
TheKitchn.com 


The secret to this extra-crisp and pillowy 
breakfast strata: two cans of large Southern home- 
style biscuits. That’s right — instead of tearing 
up a loaf of bread, you’ll pop open a few cans of 


it by the drumsticks to lop off its legs, 
which returned to the oven to finish 
cooking while the breast rested. 

The technique is brilliant. But it’s not 
the kind of greasy maneuver I necessar- 
ily want to undertake when company 
is over After a cocktail, wrestling a hot, 
slippery 5-pound waterfowl in a silk 
blouse does not make for low-stress 
entertaining. 

Roasting a duck like a chicken, 
however, is a straightforward affair. 
And by incorporating a few tweaks, it 
can result in a bird that is easy to cook 
and thoroughly delicious — without any 
unctuous threats lurking. 

One thing that differentiates roast- 
ing a duck from roasting a chicken is 
the duck’s prodigious layer of fat. This 
fat needs to render in the oven so it can 
baste the duck flesh and crisp the skin. 


biscuits and pair them with bacon, kale and lots of 
shredded cheese. A spicy egg custard holds it all 


together. 


bake it off the next morning. 


Not a morning person? You can assemble this 
strata the night before — which will allow the 
biscuits to soak up a bit of the egg mixture — and 


There are two classic ways to help this 
along: pricking the skin or scoring it. 

I’ve found that combining the two 
works extremely well, giving the fat even 
more opportunities to escape. 

Daguin advises scoring the skin in 
a tight, crosshatch pattern so you get 
Y%-inch squares. 

“The little squares get very crisp,’ she 
said, “and the smaller they are, the nicer 
they taste.” 

Another tip, Daguin said, is to take a 
cue from the Chinese method of making 
Peking duck and douse the skin with 
boiling water. This tightens the pores, 
making the skin easier to cut. 

Once roasted, the bird emerges with 
the skin golden, the meat tender and the 
fat melted and just waiting to meet any 
potatoes — a holiday meal both cook and 
company can rejoice in. 


Crisp roast duck 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 2 2 hours, plus at least 4 hours’ 
resting 

1 (5- to 6-pound) whole duck 

1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon kosher salt 
(Diamond Crystal) 

2 teaspoons freshly ground black pepper 

2 large garlic cloves, finely grated, passed 
through a garlic press or finely minced 

1 tablespoon chopped thyme or rosemary 
leaves, or a combination, plus more sprigs 
for the cavity 

1 tablespoon finely grated lemon or orange 
zest, or a combination 

1% teaspoons ground coriander or a spice 
mix, such as garam masala or baharat 
(optional) 

1. Bring a full kettle or medium pot of water 
to a boil (at least 2 quarts). 

2.Meanwhile, remove giblets and neck 
from the duck cavity and reserve for 
another use. Trim any excess fat from 
around the duck cavity and the neck. Place 
duck, breast-side up, on a rack in the sink. 
Pour half of the boiling water all over the 
top of the duck to tighten the skin. Flip the 
bird and pour remaining boiling water over 
the back. 

3. Once the duck is cool enough to handle, 
using the tip of avery sharp paring knife, 
prick duck skin all over to help release the 
fat, especially where the skin is thickest, 
and be careful not to pierce the meat. It can 
be helpful to hold the knife nearly parallel 
to the bird. After piercing the skin, use the 
knife blade to score the duck breast in a 
crosshatch pattern (making deep cuts into 
the skin only, and not into the breast meat). 
Flip the bird and score the back as well (you 
don’t need to prick the back). You may 
need to sharpen your knife along the way, 
as it’s much easier to make clean cuts into 
the skin with a sharp knife. Using a clean 
kitchen towel or paper towels, thoroughly 
pat duck dry, including inside the cavity. 

4. Season the duck all over, including 
cavity, with salt and pepper. In a small bowl, 
combine garlic, chopped herbs, citrus zest 
and coriander, if using, and make a paste. 
Rub garlic paste all over duck, inside and 
out. Place duck, breast-side up, on rack in 

a roasting pan, stuff cavity with herb sprigs 
and refrigerate, uncovered, for at least 4 
hours and up to 24 hours. 

5. When it’s time to cook the bird, heat 
the oven to 450 degrees. Roast for 30 
minutes. Remove the pan from the oven 
and carefully prick the duck skin all over 
the top of the bird using a sharp paring 
knife. (You don’t need to prick the back of 
the duck.) Reduce the oven temperature 
to 350 degrees and continue roasting until 
skin is golden brown and crispy, and the 
internal temperature at thickest part of 
the thigh reads 165 degrees on an instant- 
read thermometer, about 1 hour to 1 hour, 
45 minutes longer. Using tongs, gently ti 
duck to drain any liquid from the cavity. 
Transfer bird to cutting board to rest for at 
least 10 minutes. Carve and serve. 


Spicy bacon, kale and 
cheese biscuit bake 


Makes: 8 servings 

1 tablespoon unsalted butter 

8 ounces thick-cut bacon 

12 large eggs 

3 cups whole or 2% milk 

1 tablespoon Cajun seasoning 

1% teaspoons kosher salt 

1 teaspoon ground mustard 

1 teaspoon red pepper flakes 

¥% teaspoon garlic powder 

6 ounces sharp cheddar cheese, 
shredded (about 1% cups) 

6 ounces smoked gouda cheese, 
shredded (about 1% cups) 

1 cup fresh or frozen chopped kale 
leaves 

2 (16.3-ounce) cans large Southern 
homestyle biscuits, such as 
Pillsoury Grands 

1. Arrange a rack in the middle of 
the oven and heat the oven to 400 


degrees. Line a rimmed baking 
sheet with parchment paper or 
aluminum foil. Coat a 9-by-13-inch 
baking dish with 1 tablespoon 
unsalted butter. 

2. Place 8 ounces thick-cut bacon 
ina single layer on the baking sheet. 
Bake until deep golden brown and 
crispy, about 14 minutes. Transfer to 
a paper towel-lined plate to drain, 
then coarsely chop. 

3. Place 12 large eggs, 3 cups milk, 
1 tablespoon Cajun seasoning, 12 
teaspoons kosher salt, 1 teaspoon 
ground mustard, 1 teaspoon red 
pepper flakes and 2 teaspoon 
garlic powder in a large bowl and 
whisk to combine. 

4. Shred 6 ounces sharp cheddar 
cheese and 6 ounces smoked 
gouda cheese on the large holes 
of a box grater (about 1% cups 
each). Chop fresh or frozen kale 
leaves until you have 1 cup. Add the 


Listen to our top news 
g stories for free. 





© 


cheeses, bacon and kale to the egg 
mixture and stir to combine. 

5. Remove the packaging from 2 
cans large biscuits and separate 
each biscuit. Cut each biscuit in 
half. Place the biscuit pieces evenly 
in the baking dish. Pour the egg 
mixture over the biscuits and use 
a spatula to gently flip the biscuits 
over to make sure the ingredients 
are evenly distributed and layered. 
6. Cover and refrigerate at least 15 
minutes or up to overnight, which 
will allow the biscuits to soak up 

a bit of the egg mixture. When 
ready to bake, arrange a rack in the 
middle of the oven and heat the 
oven to 375 degrees. If refrigerated 
overnight, let the baking dish sit 

at room temperature 20 to 30 
minutes. 

7. Uncover and bake until top is 
golden brown, eggs are set, anda 
knife inserted into center comes 





Assembling this dish the night before allows the biscuits to soak up a bit of 
the egg mixture. CHRISTINA HOUSE/THEKITCHN.COM 


use 1 (1-pound) loaf rustic bread, 
such as French, brioche, challah or 
Italian. Cut the bread into 1-inch 
cubes. 


out clean, 50 to 60 minutes. Let 
cool 5 minutes before cutting and 
serving. 

Note: Instead of biscuits, you can 
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Delicious muffins 
make the most 
of cinnamon 


By Kelli Foster 
TheKitchn.com 


If you’re someone who 
loves all things cinna- 
mon, these muffins were 
made for you. They bake 
up soft and fluffy, and pack 
in not one, not two but 
three doses of cinnamon. 
You'll find it mixed into the 
batter, as a cinnamon-sugar 
blanket over the top, anda 
cinnamon and brown sugar 
ripple through the center of 
the muffin. 

Best of all, they’re easy 
to make, and there’s a good 
chance you already have 
everything you need to 
make them. Ready to get 
baking? 


What’s the secret to 
fluffy muffins? 

There are a couple of 
simple tips that will ensure 
a batch of fluffy muffins 
every time. First, you'll 
need a leavener, like baking 
powder or baking soda, 
to make the muffins rise 
and give them that beau- 
tiful domed top we all 
crave. This recipe relies 
on acouple teaspoons of 
baking powder, and to get 
the full effect, you'll want to 
make sure it’s not expired. 
(There’s an easy way to test 
it if you’re not sure.) 

Second, be sure not to 
overmix the batter. Asa 
rule of thumb with any 
muffin recipe, mix the 
batter just until combined 


Cinnamon muffins 


Makes: 12 muffins 

Paper muffin liners or cooking spray 

1 cup packed light brown sugar, divided 

4 teaspoons ground cinnamon, divided 

1 cup whole or 2% milk 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

2 teaspoons baking powder 

¥% teaspoon kosher salt 

¥, teaspoon ground nutmeg 

¥2 cup canola oil 

2 large eggs 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1. Arrange a rack in the middle of the oven and heat the oven 
to 375 degrees. Line a standard 12-well muffin pan with paper 
liners or coat the wells with cooking spray. 

2.Place 4% packed cup of the light brown sugar and 2 
teaspoons of the ground cinnamon in a small bowl and stir to 
combine, breaking up any lumps of sugar. 

3. Place 2 cups all-purpose flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder, 
the remaining 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon, 2 teaspoon 
kosher salt and % teaspoon ground nutmeg in a large bowl 
and whisk to combine. 

4. Place 1 cup whole or 2% milk, the remaining % packed 

cup light brown sugar, 2 cup canola oil, 2 large eggs and 1 
teaspoon vanilla extract in a medium bowl and whisk until 
well-combined and no lumps of sugar remain. 

5. Pour the milk mixture into the flour mixture and stir until 
just incorporated and no dry spots remain. 

6. Divide the half batter between the muffin wells, about 

2 tablespoons of batter per well. Sprinkle 1 teaspoon of the 
cinnamon sugar evenly over each muffin. Divide the remaining 
batter between the muffin wells. Sorinkle each muffin with 
the remaining cinnamon sugar, about 1 scant teaspoon per 
muffin. 

7. Bake until the muffins are golden-brown and a toothpick 
inserted into the center of a muffin comes out clean, 18 to 20 
minutes. Let cool for 5 minutes before removing the muffins 
from the pan. 


quite well when stored 
properly. If you plan to eat 
them within several days, 


in the mood for something 
a little extra, try one of 
these add-ins. 





and no visible streaks of @ Chocolate chips: % cup store the muffins in an , 
flour remain. regular or mini airtight container at room ; J P oy 
@ Toasted nuts: 4% cup temperature for up to five ' ? ie } 

Cinnamon muffinadd-in 1 peeled and diced tart days. Alternatively, they’ll tas SlPe. ae. SS BD oJ 
suggestions apple, like Granny Smith keep in the freezer for up to i od ‘ “ MR pe 

With a brown sugar and @ 1 peeled and diced pear three months when stored ‘ Sati 
cinnamon ripple through in an airtight container. 7 
the center, plus a sprinkle Howto store cinnamon Then just thaw at room 
on top, these muffins are muffins temperature when you’re These leftover-friendly cinnamon muffins are the perfect on-the-go breakfast. 
amazing as is, but if you’re Cinnamon muffins keep ___ ready to eat. KELLI FOSTER/THEKITCHN.COM 
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Plant-based bacon adds a smoky, sweet flavor to this appetizer. KARY OSMOND/TNS 


Vegan stuffed dates perfect 
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RISK OF PREDIABETES: 


1 IN 3 ADULTS 
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SHARK ATTACK: 


1 IN 11.5 MILLION 


for holiday celebrations 


By Kary Osmond | Tribune Content Agency 


Now that Thanksgiving is behind us, I’m planning which appetizers I’ll serve over 
the holidays. An easy recipe that can be pulled off in a few simple steps is these stuffed 
dates. The dates are filled with plant-based bacon to give it a smoky, sweet flavor, and 
stuffed with a rich and savory cashew cheese that you can whip up yourself. 


TAKE THE RISK TEST TODAY AT 
Plo} alo l{-) ic-Tol(o] of -) (-t- me) fe] 


Vegan stuffed dates 


Makes: 4 to 5 servings 

2 Cup raw cashews, soaked overnight in 

2 cups of water 

1 tablespoon olive oil 

1 tablespoon water 

2 teaspoons apple cider vinegar 

2 teaspoons white miso 

¥2 teaspoon salt 

Y¥g teaspoon pepper 

1 sandwich bag 

20 dates 

5 strips of plant-based bacon, cut into 20 
1-inch square pieces (optional) 

1. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. 

2. Drain and rinse the soaked cashews. 

3. Place cashews, olive oil, water, apple 
cider vinegar, miso, salt and pepper into 
food processor. Blend for 2 minutes, pushing 
down sides with a spatula. If after 2 minutes, 
you don’t have a creamy hummus texture, 


add 1 tablespoon of water and process for 
another minute. Put cashew cheese into 
sandwich bag and place in fridge. 

4.Place 20 dates on a lightly oiled baking 
sheet. Using a small knife, make a small 

slice on the top of the date and remove and 
discard the pit. Push 1 piece of plant-based 
bacon into the slit of each date. Bake for 10 
minutes. Remove from the oven. 

5. To fill the dates, remove the bag of 
cashew cheese from the fridge. Slice a tip 

of the bag off, creating a hole for the filling. 
Squeeze the filling down toward the hole and 
fill each date with approximately 1 teaspoon 
of filling. Serve. 

Notes: The cashew cheese can be made 
one day ahead of time.To make this recipe 
even simpler, buy pre-made cashew cheese. 
My favorite dates for this recipe are Medjool 
dates; they’re big, soft and sweet. Garnish ce 
the stuffed dates with pomegranate seeds, eae oe ; te 
toasted nuts or pumpkin seeds. awe tae | 
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UNFORGETTABLE 
WINES OF 2021 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


Regardless of where I am in the world 
or what’s happening, one thing is constant: 
I’ve got a bottle of wine to try. 

So many memorable experiences have 
occurred on the wine road, as I’ve discov- 
ered new regions and producers or seen 
what old acquaintances were doing. 

Not this year. While 2021 permitted 
steps toward normality, most of my adven- 
turing with wine took place at home. The 
wines themselves took me on journeys. 

No matter the circumstance, good wines 
can create indelible memories. Here are 
the most memorable wines I drank in 2021, 
from youngest to oldest. 


Cacique Maravilla Pipefno Pais Bio Bio 
2019: This bottle is a thirst quencher, an 
uncomplicated $19 liter of red from the Bio 
Bio region of Chile. So what’s memorable 
about it? For me, it epitomized how wine is 
evolving. 

Chile once seemed to export a lot of 
cheap, mediocre wines from big compa- 
nies, interspersed with the occasional 
polished trophy bottle, mostly from famil- 
iar international grapes. Old vineyards of 
pais, known as mission in English, were 
dismissed as rustic and uninteresting. 
They were the province of old farmers, 
who turned the grapes into pipefio — fresh, 
rough wines that were consumed locally. 

It turned out, though, that an interna- 
tional market existed for exactly these 
sorts of lively, refreshing wines, like this 
one, by Manuel Moraga, a vigneron who 
farms organically and captures the spirit 
and energy of the place in every bottle. 


Domaine des Ardoisiéres Vin des 
Allobroges Argile Blanc 2019: I’ve been 
enjoying the wines of the Savoie region of 
France for a long time, though primarily 
the reds and sparklers. This was the year I 
fell in love with Savoie whites. 

Savoie is in the Alpine foothills of eastern 
France, where the border intersects with 
Switzerland and Italy. The whites, made of 
local grapes like altesse, mondeuse blanche 
and jacquere, all seem to have a breezy, 
cool feel to them, as if a fresh mountain 
wind were blowing right at you. 

This bottle epitomizes the appeal of the 
Savoie whites. It’s made of jacquére and 
mondeuse blanche, along with chardon- 
nay, all organically farmed, and it’s almost 
shocking in its incisive precision and 
purity. It’s easy to toss around the word 
terroir, but these wines truly have a sense 
of place. 
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Travis Tausend Adelaide Hills Riesling 
‘Opa, Watch Out!’ 2018: Travis Tausend 
is athoughtful Australian producer 

who makes natural wines in the town of 
Hope Forest, on the southern edge of the 
Adelaide Hills. 

I was drawn to his carefully considered 
wines when I visited him in the Adelaide 
Hills in 2019. I’ve rarely seen a bottle in 
the United States, but I spotted this one in 
June at Dame, a seafood restaurant that 
divides its wine list into two sections: one 
called James Bond, for the classics, and 
another titled Austin Powers, for the new 
wave. 

The riesling was even better than I 
remembered — fresh, energetic, textured 
and eminently digestible, a favorite word of 
Tausend’s, as I recall. At our outdoor table 
in Greenwich Village, the wine seemed 
to capture the peacefulness of the Hope 
Forest countryside. 


Istine Chianti Classico Vigna Istine 2018: 
For some years, now, I’ve had an insatiable 
thirst for Chianti Classico. So it is excit- 
ing to see newer Chianti producers like 
Istine, in Radda, doing such beautiful work, 
making wines of purity and finesse that are 
nonetheless true to their Chianti Classico 
roots. 

Or should I say Radda roots? As in 
numerous other regions, Chianti is debat- 
ing whether to add subzones to labels, 
like Radda in Chianti, recognizing that 
the different Chianti communes can have 
distinctive qualities. To me, the signature 
of Radda, where Istine farms its organic 
vineyards at relatively high altitudes, 
is elegance and finesse, and this bottle 
seemed particularly graceful and floral. 

While I love Chiantis in a range of styles, 
I find myself particularly drawn to those 
from Radda. The fact that this bottle cost 
$24, less than half the price of some other 
Chianti Classicos, made the experience of 
drinking it particularly sweet. 


Hiyu Wine Farm Columbia Gorge 
Hypericum 2017: Hiyu Wine Farm, outside 
Hood River, Oregon, in the Columbia River 
Gorge, is an astounding place. I was having 
lunch there in July, on my first extended 
trip in a year-and-a-half. I had driven up 
from Los Angeles to the Gorge, stopping in 
wine regions on the way. 

As I was eating a delicious piece of hali- 
but and drinking this bottle, made from 
grapes like assyrtiko, fiano and others that 
trace a path from Greece to Southern Italy, 
I looked out the window at a wild meadow 
bursting with herbs and wildflowers, with 
bees and butterflies flitting about. 





The creme fraiche adds some tang. MICHAEL GRAYDON AND NIKOLE HERRIOTT/EATINGWELL 


Two-tone mashed potatoes 
create a beautiful side dish 


By Lia Huber | EatingWell 


In this recipe, Yukon Gold potatoes and sweet potatoes are roughly mashed 


together with leeks for a beautiful mottled white-and-orange take on mashed 


potatoes. The creme fraiche topping offers a tangy counterpoint. 


Two-toned mashed potatoes 


Makes: 12 servings 

Active time: 20 minutes 

Total time: 35 minutes 

1 tablespoon buttermilk plus 24 cup, divided 
2 tablespoons creme fraiche or sour cream 
¥ teaspoon onion powder or granulated 
onion 

Pinch of salt plus 3%4 teaspoon, divided 

1% pounds Yukon Gold potatoes, cut into 
1-inch chunks 

1% pounds sweet potatoes, peeled and cut 
into 1-inch chunks 

1small leek, halved lengthwise and thinly 
sliced, white and light green parts only 

2 tablespoons butter, cut into 4 pieces 

Ys, teaspoon freshly ground pepper 

2 tablespoons minced fresh chives 

1. Bring a large pot of water to a boil. 
2.Combine 1 tablespoon buttermilk, the 


creme fraiche (or Sour cream), onion powder 
(or granulated onion) and a pinch of salt. 
Cover and refrigerate while you cook the 
vegetables. 

3. Add potatoes, sweet potatoes and leek 
to the boiling water and return to a boil. 
Reduce heat to maintain a vigorous simmer 
and cook until tender enough to pierce with 
a knife, 12 to 15 minutes. Drain and return the 
vegetables to the pan (off the heat). 

4. Add the remaining 24 cup buttermilk, 

the remaining 3% teaspoon salt, butter and 
pepper to the pan; coarsely mash with a 
potato masher. Serve topped with the sauce 
and chives. 

Note: Prepare sauce (Step 2) and 
vegetables (Steps 1 and 3), cover and 
refrigerate separately for up to one 

day. Reheat vegetables, covered, in the 
microwave or a double boiler before 
continuing with Step 4. 
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|| Domaine des Ardoisiere 


2019 


Argile Blane } 


IGP Vin des Allobroges 
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A bottle of Domaine des Ardoisieres Vin 
des Allobroges Argile Blanc 2019. TONY 
CENICOLA/THE NEW YORK TIMES FILE 


The wine tasted almost exactly as I 
imagined the meadow smelled, herbal and 
floral, vaguely Alpine. It was completely 
unconventional, a tad mystical, wholly 
enchanting and completely in keeping 


with the ethos of Hiyu. 


Domaine Trapet Marsannay Rouge 2017: I 
wrote about this wine recently in an arti- 
cle examining what “greatness” means 
when applied to wine. I suggested that 
reserving the term for the most complex 
and age-worthy bottles was too limiting, 
and that many other wines could be great, 
depending on how well they reflected the 
occasion at which they were consumed. 
This bottle was a good example, I 
thought. My wife and I drank it in Septem- 
ber in Brussels with our younger son and 
his partner, whom we hadn’t seen in nearly 


two years. 


Trapet is an excellent producer, based 


VALUED 
SUBSCRIBER 


more out 
of your 
subscription 
by setting 
up your 
digital 


account 


It’s easy to 
start your 
online access! 
Visit: 


go-activate.com 


[ TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


















in Gevrey-Chambertin. It makes a range 

of wines including several grand crus, the 
top of the Burgundy hierarchy. Compara- 
tively speaking, the Marsannay is a humble 
wine, without the grandeur of, say, Trapet’s 
grand cru Chambertin. 

In an objective sense, considering their 
potential for aging and achieving complex- 
ity, the Chambertin would be deemed the 
superior wine. But on this occasion, the 
Marsannay was the better choice. 

Though simply a village wine, a couple 
of notches beneath grand cru, it was earthy 
and floral, lovely to admire and delicious to 
enjoy but not distracting. 


Bodegas Cota 45 Ube Las Vegas El 
Carrascal 2017: This year I’ve been 
inspired by wines like this one from Cota 
45 in the Jerez region of southern Spain, 
sherry country. The proprietor, Ramiro 
Ibafiez, is fascinated by the terroir of Jerez, 
a quality sadly neglected in the production 
of mass-market sherries, except for a small 
group of serious-minded producers who 
seek out the pure expression of albariza, as 
the chalky white soils are called. 

E] Carrascal is one of a series of wines 
made by Ibafiez that are meant to express 
the albariza terroir. Like sherry, these 
; wines are made from the palomino grape, 

a || but unlike sherry they are not fortified. 

7 Carrascal is from a single vineyard, 
Vifia Las Vegas, in manzanilla territory, 
near Sanlucar de Barrameda. It seemed 
to express the savory, fragile essence of 
manzanilla, demonstrating that fortifying 
the wine — adding neutral spirit to raise 
the alcohol level to 15% or more — was 
unnecessary. 


zy 
V 
Hf, 


S| 


Equipo Navazos La Bota de Manzanilla 32 
Saca de October 2011: Speaking of Jerez, 
I had the pleasure of visiting the region in 
2012 and was particularly happy to spend 
time with Jesus Barquin and Eduardo 
Ojeda, the two men behind Equipo 
Navazos, a sort of high-end négociant that 
was spearheading a sherry renaissance. 

In an industry dominated by mass 
production of generally mediocre, inex- 
pensive wines, they were bottling small 
quantities of extraordinary sherries that 
demonstrated how much of the conven- 
tional wisdom about sherry was wrong. 

Chief among the beliefs is that fragile 
sherries like manzanilla must be consumed 
almost immediately upon purchase or 
they will deteriorate. But here was this 
sherry, bottled in 2011, which I opened in 
October at a picnic in Central Park after it 
had rested in my wine fridge for most ofa 
decade. 

It turned out I drank the same wine, La 
Bota de Manzanilla 32, in 2012, finding 
it gentle but intense, with great finesse. 
Nine years later it was brilliant, its salinity 
and minerality concentrated by the aging, 
yet still a ravishing example of intensity 
without weight. Maybe hyperfiltered, 
mass-market sherries can’t age, but this 
one? Absolutely. 
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D&D Market is just minutes from Hartford, Newington, Rocky Hill, 
Cromwell, Glastonbury and West Hartford. Come Check Us Out! 


Extended Holiday Hours 
*Sunday, Mon-Thurs, *Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 
December 19", December 20"-23", December 24", December 25", December 26", 
8:30am-5pm 8:30am-7pm 8:30am-5pm CLOSED CLOSED 
> Ss Merry Christmas! 

Mon-Thurs, *Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Regular Hours 

December December 31°, January 1°, January 2", Resume 

27-30", 8:30am-5pm CLOSED CLOSED January 3", 2022 
8:30am-7pm Happy New Year! ap 





Butcher Shop 


$4.99/lb. 


Fresh Ground Lean Sirloin - 5 lb. lots 

D&D Market's Meatball Mix (Ground Beef, Veal & Pork) - 5 Ib. lots $4.99/lb. 
Fresh Ground Chuck - 5 Ib. lots $3.99/lb. 
Choice Black Angus Flap Meat $14.99/lb. 
Choice Black Angus Bistro Steaks $12.99/lb. 
Choice Black Angus Chuck Roast $6.99/lb. 
Bone-In Stuffed Pork Chops $3.99/lb. 
Bocce Balls $6.99/lb. 
MountAire Seasoned 1/2 or Whole Chickens $1.99/lb. 
Bell & Evans Extra Clean & Trimmed Chicken Breasts - 10 Ib. bag $5.99/lb. 


TAKING HOLIDAY ROAST ORDERS 
Grocery 
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Rega Imported Italian Strained Tomatoes (24 oz.) 


$1.99 
Cento Chicken Stock (regular or low salt - 32 oz.) $2.69 
Bellino Minced Garlic (quart) $3.99 
Cento Planko Italian Style Breadcrumbs (8 02.) $2.99 
Bellino Imported Breadsticks (4.25 oz.) $1.69 


All Holiday Cakes, Candies, Pizzele Irons & Specialties are Here 


Romaine Hearts (3 pack pkg.) $3.99 ea. 
Grape Tomatoes (pint) $1.69 ea. 
English Cukes 99¢ ea. 
Red Seedless Grapes $2.49/lb. 
Imported Real Italian Chestnuts $8.99/lb. 


All Holiday Figs, Ceci, Fava, Nuts are in 


$16.99/lb. 


Grilled Bourbon Glazed Beef Tips 

Penne Ala Amatriciana $7.99/lb. 
Potatoes Ala Daniele $4.99/lb. 
D&D Market's Bacala Salad $19.99/lb. 
Our Store Made Scungilli Salad $22.99/lb. 

Taking Holiday Orders 
scseup 
bs] 

D&D Market's Stored Baked Country Ham $5.99/Ib. 
Finlandia Imported Swiss Cheese $5.99/Ib. 
Beretta Pancetta $12.99/lb. 
Aurrichio Imported Provolone Cheese (chunk) $12.99/lb. 


Taking Holiday Orders 
* Not Responsible for Typographical Errors 


Prices effective 
"(7-1 qo) im BY-Ye=1 94) 0) =) ac fem BY-Y e111] 0) :) 4 a4 0 | 


675 Wolcott Hill Rd. ¢ Wethersfield ¢ (860) 785-8998 


STORE HOURS: Monday-Friday (8:30am-7pm) 
Saturday (8:30am-6pm), Sunday (8:30am-2pm) 
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M&M cookies 


Eric Kim chased the gooey, crackly texture of 
these treats and offers a simple formula. 


Makes: About 16 cookies 

Total time: 30 minutes 

¥% cup unsalted butter, very soft 

1 cup granulated sugar 

Y%, packed cup dark brown sugar 

1 large egg, at room temperature 

1 tablespoon vanilla extract 

1 teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond Crystal) or 
34, teaspoon coarse kosher salt 

¥, teaspoon baking soda 

1% cups all-purpose flour 

¥2 cup M& M’s 

1. Heat the oven to 350 degrees and line 2 
large sheet pans with parchment. 
2.Inalarge bowl, whisk together butter, 
sugars, egg, vanilla and salt by hand until 
smooth and fluffy, at least 1 minute. Whisk in 
baking soda, then switch to a rubber spatula. 
Add flour, then carefully and coarsely chop 
the M & M’s and add them, too. Gently stir to 
combine. Place the bowl in the refrigerator 
while you wait for the oven to finish heating. 
3. Using two spoons or a cookie scoop, plop 
out 2-tablespoon rounds spaced a couple of 
inches apart on the sheet pans. (You should 
get about 8 cookies per pan.) Bake until 
lightly golden at the edges, 10 to 12 minutes. 
Let cool completely on the sheet pan; they 
will continue to cook as they sit. 


Iced oatmeal cookies 


Jerrelle Guy makes a pantry cookie extra craggy 
so that icing strikingly coats the tops of these 
chewy-centered treats. 


Makes: 15 cookies 

Total time: 35 minutes, plus cooling 

1 cup old-fashioned rolled oats 

1 cup all-purpose flour 

¥, teaspoon kosher salt 

2 Cup granulated sugar 

¥%, packed cup light brown sugar 

1 large egg, at room temperature 

2 teaspoons ground cinnamon or pumpkin 
pie spice 

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 

¥2 teaspoon baking soda 

4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 

34, Cup PDOWdered Sugar 

5 teaspoons whole or oat milk, plus more as 
needed 

1. Heat the oven to 350 degrees and linea 
large baking sheet with parchment. 

2. Ina bowl, combine the oats, flour and salt. 
In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with the 
whisk attachment, beat both sugars with the 
eggs, cinnamon, vanilla and baking soda on 
high speed, scraping the bowl as needed, until 
glossy, pale and thick, a full 2 minutes. Reduce 
the speed to medium. Very slowly drizzle in 
the melted butter and whisk until thoroughly 
incorporated. Add the oat mixture and gently 
fold by hand using a wooden spoon or rubber 
spatula just until incorporated, being careful 
not to overmix. 

3. Using a small cookie scoop or two spoons, 
drop 15 golf ball-size mounds of dough onto 
the sheet pan, spacing them at least 2 inches 
apart. Bake until the edges and surface are 
set and lightly golden brown, but the center is 
still sooey, 12 to 14 minutes. Remove from the 
oven and immediately rap the baking sheet 
on the counter or stovetop a couple of times 
to help the cookies flatten a little more, and 
cool on the sheet for 5 minutes. 

4.Inasmall bowl, mix the powdered 

sugar and milk using a fork until the icing is 
completely smooth and very thick but still 
moves if you tilt the bowl. Add more milk in 
small increments as needed. Dip only the 
very tops of the cookies into the bowl of 
icing, leaving the deeper cracks in the cookies 
uncoated and allowing any excess icing to 
drip back into the bowl. Flip the cookies over 
and return them to the baking sheet to allow 
the icing to harden, 10 to 15 minutes. The iced 
cookies will keep in an airtight container at 
room temperature for up to 1 week. 


Spiced orange crumble cookies 


Reminiscent of mulled wine, this tartlike cookie 
from Yewande Komolafe uses clove-spiced 
dough as a nutty base and crumbly topping. 


Makes: 16 cookies 

Total time: 1 hour 15 minutes 

¥% cup cold unsalted butter, cut into %-inch 
cubes, plus more at room temperature for 
brushing the pan 

114 cups all-purpose flour 

34, Cup almond flour 

34, Culp packed dark brown sugar 

1 teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond Crystal) 

¥, teaspoon ground cloves 

¥, teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

Y%, Cup heavy cream 

6 tablespoons orange marmalade 

1 whole orange 

Powdered sugar, for dusting 

1. Position a rack in the middle of the oven 
and heat the oven to 350 degrees. Butter a 
9-inch springform pan. 

2. In amedium bowl, combine the flour, 
almond flour, brown sugar, salt, cloves and 
black pepper. Rub the butter into the flour 
mixture using your fingers until small pebbles 
form. (Alternatively, use a food processor to 
pulse the dry ingredients with the butter. ) 
Pour the cream over the mixture, stir just until 
combined and squeeze until the dough forms 
¥%,-inch clumps. Transfer a little less than half 
of the crumble (1% loosely packed cups) toa 
small bowl and refrigerate. 

3. Transfer remaining dough to the buttered 
pan and flatten into an even layer by pressing 
into the bottom of the pan with a glass. Bake 
on the middle rack until the edges are golden 
brown and begin to pull away from the sides 
of the pan, about 22 to 25 minutes. Cool in 
the pan for at least 10 minutes. If you tap the 
surface of the cookie, it should sound hollow. 
4. Spread the orange marmalade in an even 
layer over the surface. Sprinkle the reserved 
crumble over the top. Return to the oven and 
bake until the top is golden brown, about 

35 minutes. Zest the orange directly over 

the top while the crumble is still warm. Cool 
completely in the pan, then run a knife along 
the edges of the crumble before releasing 
the sides. Dust with powdered sugar, cut into 
wedges and serve. 
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Iced oatmeal cookies are a chewy treat. ANNA WILLIAMS/THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS 


Cookie 
JOY 


Treats for any mood and craving 


The New York Times 


What’s more comforting than a cookie? It’s been a long couple of uncertain 
years, and a homemade cookie is a surefire win. Whether you’ve been feeling 
hope and happiness, or a white-noise melancholy, you'II find that these treats 
from New York Times Cooking recipe creators meet any mood and craving, and 
they all have one thing in common: They deliver joy. Once you get baking, you’ll 
be rewarded with a kitchen that smells like the holidays — and so many good 


things to share and eat. — Genevieve Ko 
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Spiced orange crumble cookies use clove-spiced dough as a nutty base and crumbly topping. 





mS, 
Fig and cherry cookie pies are similar to cucidati, Italian fig cookies. 








Peanut butter cookies 


Loaded with peanut butter chips, these 
cookies from Genevieve Ko feel like eating 
peanut butter out of a jar. 


Yield: About 50 cookies 

Total time: 45 minutes 

¥2 cup all-purpose flour 

¥% teaspoon baking powder 

34, teaspoon fine sea salt 

¥2 cup unsalted butter, softened 

2 Cup granulated sugar 

¥2 packed cup brown sugar 

1 cup natural salted peanut butter (see note), 
at room temperature 

1 large eggs 

2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract 

1 cup peanut butter chips 

¥ cup lightly salted roasted peanuts 
(optional) 

1. Heat oven to 350 degrees. Line 2 baking 
sheets with parchment paper. 

2. Whisk flour, baking powder and salt ina 
small bowl. In a large bowl, using a wooden 
spoon or spatula, smash and mix butter 

and both sugars together until smooth and 
creamy. Add peanut butter and stir until 
incorporated. Add egg and vanilla, and stir 
until well combined. Add flour all at once and 
fold gently until dry bits disappear, then fold 
in the peanut butter chips and peanuts, if 
using, until evenly dispersed. 

3. Using a small cookie scoop or a measuring 
tablespoon, drop rounds of dough ona 
prepared sheet, spacing 12 inches apart. 
Bake until just dry on top and set along the 
edges, 10 to 11 minutes. Do not overbake. 
Scoop and drop dough onto the second 
sheet while the first bakes, then slide into the 
oven when the first comes out. 

4. Place the baking sheets on racks to cool 
completely. The cookies will keep in an 
airtight container at room temperature for up 
to 1 week or in the freezer for up to 2 months. 
Note: Look for peanut butter with only 
roasted peanuts and salt in the ingredient list, 
and be sure to stir well if the oil is separated. 
Chunky or creamy is a deeply held personal 
preference, so choose your favorite. 


Fig and cherry cookie pies 


Similar to cucidati, Italian fig cookies, these 
melt-in-your-mouth pies from Samantha 
Seneviratne are stuffed with a tender dried- 
fruit filling. 


Makes: About 2 2 dozen cookies 

Total time: 2 hours, plus chilling 

For the pastry: 

3 cups all-purpose flour, plus more for dusting 
34, Cup POWdered Sugar 

34, teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond Crystal) 
1cup plus 2 tablespoons cold unsalted butter, 
cut into cubes 

3 large egg yolks 

5 tablespoons heavy cream, plus more as 
needed 

For the filling: 

¥2 cup loosely packed chopped dried figs, 
hard stems removed (about 6 dried figs) 

¥2 cup dried sweetened sour cherries or 
cranberries, chopped 

¥, Cup raw or roasted almonds 

3 tablespoons dark brown sugar 

2 tablespoons dark rum 

1 tablespoon freshly grated orange zest (from 
1 orange) 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

¥2 teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond Crystal) 
For the glaze: 

1 cup powdered sugar, sifted 

¥% teaspoon almond extract 

3 to 4 tablespoons heavy cream 

Sprinkles 

1. Prepare the pastry: Combine the flour, 
powdered sugar and salt in the bowl of a 
food processor. Add the butter and pulse 
until the mixture resembles a coarse meal. 
Add the egg yolks and cream, and pulse just 
until the dough starts to come together. Add 
more cream if necessary, but stop before the 
dough is too wet. Tip the dough out onto a 
piece of plastic wrap and form it into a ball, 
divide in two and wrap each half in plastic 
wrap. Chill for at least 2 hours. 

2. Meanwhile, prepare the filling: In a small 
saucepan, combine the figs, cherries and 1% 
cups water, and bring to a low simmer over 
medium heat. Cook until the figs are very 
soft, about 15 minutes, adding a little more 
water as necessary to make a moist paste. 
Transfer to the bowl of a food processor and 
add the almonds, brown sugar, rum, orange 
zest, cinnamon and salt, and pulse until 

you have a relatively smooth paste. (You 
should have about 1% cups filling.) Let cool 
completely. 

3. Line 2 baking sheets with parchment 
paper. Working with 1 ball at a time, roll the 
dough out to %-inch thickness on a very 
lightly floured surface. Use a 2 %-inch cookie 
cutter to cut out circles. Transfer the circles 
to the prepared baking sheet. Scoop about 
a scant tablespoon of filling onto half of 

the dough circles. Brush the edges of the 
filled circles with a bit of cream and top with 
another dough circle, gently pressing the 
edges to seal. Repeat with the remaining 
dough and filling. (If the dough becomes too 
soft, pop it into the fridge to firm up before 
continuing.) You can reroll and cut the dough 
scraps one time. 

4. Chill the pies for 10 minutes. Use a fork to 
crimp all of the edges. (If you’d like to neaten 
the edges, you can go over the cookies 

again with the cookie cutter.) Refrigerate 
the cookies for at least 30 more minutes. 
While the cookies chill, heat the oven to 350 
degrees. 

5. Brush the top of each cookie with cream. 
Bake until they’re golden and crisp, 25 to 30 
minutes, rotating the sheets halfway through. 
Transfer cookies to a rack to cool completely. 
6. Prepare the glaze: In a small bowl, 

whisk together the sugar, almond extract 
and 3 tablespoons cream. The icing should 
be spreadable. If it isn’t, stir in another 
tablespoon cream. Spread a bit of the glaze 
on each cookie and top with sprinkles. Store 
in an airtight container at room temperature 
for up to 3 days or freeze for a month. 

Note: You can make the pastry, wrap it well 
and refrigerate it up to 3 days before you use 
it, or you can freeze it for up to 1 month. The 
filling can be made up to 3 days ahead as well. 
Some say the filling tastes even better after a 
short rest, but it isn’t essential. 


